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ANYONE'S BEEN 
Y DOING THIS GIG LONG ^ 
r AS WE HAVE- THEY KNOW— 
WE JUST SEE AND DEAL WITH 
SHIT THAT MAKES YOU UNDER 
STAND WHY PEOPLE HAVE 
NIGHTMARES, I MEAN- THE 
THINGS I'VE SEEN A PERSON 
DO TO ANOTHER HUMAN 
k BEING- OR, HELL, EVEN a 
^ TO THEMSELVES. 


IT ^ 
WEIGHS 
ON YOU 
SOME 
NIGHTS, 


YOU WANT TO ^ 
KNOW WHAT S IRONIC 
ABOUT ALL OF THIS? 

I THOUGHT 1 WAS LONG 
PAST BEING SURPRISED 
AT ANYTHING. ^ 


W UNDERSTAND^ 
r WHAT? THAT YOU 1 
WERE TRYING TO 
PROTECT SAM. THAT 
SOME NURSE WAS 
. ACTING CRAZY a 
k^ ON YOU? ^ 


NO, NO/ 
THAT'S 
NOT IT 


^ THIS ^ 
WASN'T 
OTHERS / IT 
WAS ME/ a 


w WE CAN'T ^ 
BE TORTURED 
6Y THE CRUEL 
ACTS OF 
. OTHERS. A 


r I SHOT ^ 
HER/ I 
PULLED THE 
. TRIGGER/ j 


TV 




r 1 UNDER- ^ 
STAND. THE 
QUESTION YOU 
NEED TO COME 
TO GRIPS WITH 
IS WHY ? 
WHAT DROVE J 
l YOU TO IT? ^ 


PhlT: 




H? 

•JFS*- • 


r YOU " 
WOULDN'T 
UNDER- 
. STAND. . 




k WH. 

ki c 








Y then what? ^ 

TELL ME-- WHAT 
IN GOD'S NAME 
WOULD MAKE YOU 
UNLOAD YOUR GUN 
ON AN UNARMED 
WOMAN? 









MY 

INSTINCTS/ 


r DO YOU KNOW ^ 
HOW MANY YEARS 
I'VE PUT INTO THIS 
CAREER? HOW MUCH 


COURTS CAN SLAP THEM 
ON THE WRIST AND LET 
k 'EM DO IT ALL OVER A 
AGAIN? 


EVEN WORSE? 

W THEY SOMEHOW ^ 
r ALL RND A DATE, THEN 1 
EVENTUALLY PROCREATE . 
BRINGING A BUNCH OF 
KIDS INTO AN ENVIRONMENT 
. THAT THEY 11 NEVER A 
^HAVEA CHANCE 

/ done’the^same 

/ THING, THE ONLY WAY 1 
/ WE'VE SURVIVED THIS 
LONG IS BECAUSE OF OUR 
INSTINCTS/ THEY TELL US 
\ WHEN WE SHOULD 
V CHARGE IN AND WHEN k 
\ WE SHOULD HOLD A 
\ BACK OR BE A 
X SUSPICIOUS, y\ 


^ WELL, 
THAT'S WHAT 
HAPPENED AT THE 
v HOSPITAL, v 


m * ^ EVERY FIBER \ 

W \T IN MY BODY WAS X 
M / SCREAMING- "SOME- ^ 
/ THING'S NOT RIGHT/'' THAT 
m.f SOMETHING WAS MESSED 
M/pf UP! SO NOW I'M SITTING HERE 
i WAITING FOR OTHERS TO 
\ DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH MY 
f \ CAREER BECAUSE IF 1 TELL 
* \ THEM THE TRUTH, THEY'LL / 

TAKE MY BADGE AWAY A 
. IN A SECOND/^^M 

WHERE'S VXr - — — ""t 
THAT LEAVE L \ 

< me? y\ V* I * 


i ( 1 * Wy 

f t 1 / m 


Mfe. 

■ TIME I'VE SPENT CHASING ■ 

[/ f ' ^ 

r ') I • iVilV ( £j|A. 

L aTjn'l S' ,1 ! 

jm * j i^H 

I DOWN THE 1 , 1 KINO DRUGS I 

Jr lli i 1 1 jT m i I 1 . 'JlI 

(, W Wii] 

TY J, tWfi I* [ 

t'i 

Juli 

■ OF SOCIETY- -PJ-TING MY 

1/1/ 11 “ \ X 'i ^ 

III I 1 t up yC i Jtijr i - " ) : 

rll f JT ' W ». I; A . v 
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PS YOU'RE GOING 
^ TO TELL THEM THAT YOU ^ 
f MISSPOKE. I'VE READ THE 1 
INITIAL REPORT, DETECTIVE 
ROWAN D-- THE WRITE UP OF 
YOUR STATEMENTS TO THE FIRST 
RESPONDING OFFICER,. IN IT 
L YOU MENTION-- AND I'M 
A. QUOTING HERE-- "SHE A 
WASN'T HUMAN." 


DO YOU' 
KNOW 
HOW THAT 
SOUNDS- - 
" WAS NT 
HUMAN? j 


LOOK-- ^ 
r I WAS*,, I WAS 
STILL OUT OF IT. 
STILL AMPED UP 
AND I- -MAYBE I 
WAS A BIT OVERLY 
DRAMATIC-- OR™ 
L I DON’T KNOW. 
^ I JUST-- jA 


THEN 

SAY 

THAT! 


BECAUSE RIGHT NOW 

THE PRELIMINARY BLOODWORK 
r ON THE DEAD HOSPITAL WORKERS AND ^ 
NURSE'S CORPSE SEEMS TO BACK UP 
YOUR STORY. IF IT HOLDS UP YOU SHOULD BE 
IN THE CLEAR WITH REGARDS TO ANY WRONG- 
DOING IN THE STAFF MURDERS- WHICH IS THE 
BIGGER ISSUE AT PLAY HERE. THERE'LL BE 
CONSEQUENCES FOR YOUR ACTIONS BUT A 
^ AT LEAST TRY AND MINIMIZE THE 
DAMAGE TO YOUR CAREER 


KEEP 

w TELLING ^ 
f THEM YOU WERE ^ 
r RUNNING ON 
ADRENALINE. THAT "SHE 
WASN'T HUMAN" MEANS 
"OUT OF HER MIND." 
AND THAT "SHE ALTERED 
HER BODY" MEANT "SHE 
WAS INDESCRIBABLY 
VIOLENT." DEFINE 
k YOUR STATEMENTS a 
^ IN WAYS THEY'LL A 
^ UNDERSTAND. ^ 


SO TELL ^ 
THEM WHAT 
THEY WANT 
. TO HEAR, . 


r AND WHAT 1 
ABOUT YOU? 
WHAT DO YOU 
^ WANT? ^ 


Fhfrf 5 V 

K c- j., ^r~ r i 



J HOW YOU W 

■0 J ■*- r- 

■E) • tip, r 

{ vou\ 

ill 

L SOLVE 1 


LIE. ) 









r THE ^ 
TRUTH OF 
WHAT YOU 
ACTUALLY 
V SAW. J 


r I KNOW 1 

IT WAS DARK 
AND SHE WAS ) 
TWISTING IN HER A 
^ FA LL. BUI... JA 

BUT3^^ 
SWEAR, FOR ^ 
W JUST A HEARTBEAT. : 
W SAW SO Vi E7 KING. AND 
■ WHEN T D D--AND THIS 
A IS GOING TO SOUND 
CRAZY- -I COULD A 
^k. FEEL EWL A 


r AT ’ 
MY VERY 
CORE I 
FELT it. , 


THE NURSE- 

Rafter she jumped me, ^ 
r SHE RAN DOWN THE HALL 1 
TO THE STAIRWELL. LIKE SOME 
BROKEN WIND-UP TOY, AND 
BEFORE YOU SAY IT IT WASN'T 
BECAUSE SHE WAS SHOT. 
SHE WAS- -I DON T KNOW HOW 
JO EXPLAIN IT, BUT SHE MOVED, 
k. LIKE A HUMAN CRAB A 
OR SOMETHING, *** 


BY THE TIME 

W I GOT TO THE ROOF ^ 
SHE SEEMED NORMAL. THEN 
JUST BEFORE SHE JUMPED HER 
FACE CHANGED. I WAS TELLING 
MYSELF THAT IT WAS JUST THE 
, SITUATION, THAT THE LIGHTS A 
k WERE PLAYING TRICKS A 
ON ME . _^^A 

PyTHEN T \ __ 

she 

I l ..iCM-ED.J 


BELIEVE 
, YOU. , 


r WHAT? ^ 
WHY? IT 
DOESN'T MAKE 
„ ANY SENSE, j 


BECAUSE 
I’VE FELT IT 
„ TOO. A 





"AND THOUGH MOST PEOPLE THINK 
JT'S JUST THE STRESS IN THE]R LIFE, OR 
THEIR OVERACT1VE IMAGINATION IN 
THE DEAD OF the NIGHT- - IT DOESN'T 
MEAN THE EVIL ISN'T THERE . 


Mr 


"OR THAT A BOQGEYMAN 
DOESN'T ACTUALLY EXIST.'' 







r AND ^ 
WHAT...? 
YOU'VE 
SEEN IT 
YOUR- 
. SELF? 


YOU'RE 

SHITTING 

ME, 

RIGHT? 


WISH 


F C'MON, ^ 
TWITCH, 
YOU DON'T 


r ITS 

whether 

OR NOT 
YOU DO, 


V JF SO, ARE 
YOU PREPARED 
TO DO EVERY- 
THING WITHIN 
YOUR POWER TO 
STOP IT FROM 
^ GROWING? A 




^RLALLY.. 


B t&m' JP“, 1 

i_ W -/ | 1 

Hi 



W OH. 


»~'sX \ -.v!- i ■ i | 




W MY. GOD. V 

i VbK * - •• .« •' i 4®[ . • 

t • , ■ A3 ( ■? « 





W look AT ■ 

•y , QK 



A v win 


YOU/ A 

jUdM 

HT 1 






M m a. 


l 



mf y y ^ 

,^■1 j ’ ft&i ’ | '- 3* 

/ / / * 

7 




WfcA IK 



■» - ■? ' 


1 

v/^i 1 n r A r i ^ 4 /Ajjlj 


1 ^ 

IP 

1 5S 

W YOU REALUf \ 

: BELIEVE IN ALL . .4«| 

W\ THIS, DON'T / 7*j 

A. YOU? >/ ^j- 

H 1 !' "1 

■ DOESN'T ] 
|V MATTER tJ 


■' 












it ‘4 not 
working. 


wrong. .. 









huh? 


someone 
the? re? 








f AS IF IT ^ 
WAS FUUJN6 
BACK FROM 

i HIM- J 


SOMtWOW, 
Aiy £-UHT— 

fT &EACTBV 
TO SAM, 




CHRIST/ 


N 


M 




"4 

sM J£*Jk 








UKe jt 
WAS 
AFRAW 






-r 






common 




wm 

™ l 

m\ 
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PONT 

mm tub 

ANY - 
t MORE! 


now so 
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^ THAT'S THE SECOND 
TIME WE’VE SEEN THAT CLOWN \ 

SAID THIS WOULD HAPPEN . J 

THE QUESTION IS, DO WE LET / 

ANYONE KNOW? 

yV "' WHO YOU \ 

// TALKING ABOUT? \ 

/ { CLOWN OK / 

/ V^bludd? 

BOTH Of THEM, AT " ^ I 

^ LEAST ONE OP THEM IS MING \ / 

TO EXPECT SOME TYPE OP TEED- \ / 
BACK, THOUGH I'M NOT INCLINED TO j J 
l LET THEM KNOW WE HAD TO / / 

^ ^REGENERATE QURSELVES^^ / 

r_% *“ — — ^J^YOU THINK ^ 
/ { SPAWN KNOWS WE’RE 
/ \ MISSING? v 

HE'LL E1ND OUT — — j— ^ 

/ SOON ENOUGH. I’M MOKE \ / 

J INTRIGUED BY HIS CURRENT J / 

\ WEAKNESSES, THOSE CAN j +4 
V BE EXPLOITED. ^ r f 


r DID YOU SEE HOW X 
CONPUSED HE WAS? HE’S 
FIGHTING THE SYMBIOTE 
LIKE HE STILL DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING 
TO HIM., ^ 


/ AND X 
/ WHAT or \ 

- OUR BROTHER? \ 
ARE WE JUST \ 
GOING TO LEAVE 1 
HIM TO ROT IN THE { 
DARKNESS J 
i WHERE SPAWN 1 

V dragged 3 

X HIM? 


S THE SHADOWS \ 
/ AREN’T OUR REALM, \ 
/ YOU KNOW THIS -AND 
YOU ALSO KNOW OP THE 
V DANGER THAT WAITS ON 
V THE OTHER SIDE Of i 
THE LIGHT. >* 


f WEIL X 
WAIT*- AND \ 
HOPE THE SPAWN \ 
LEAVES US A / 
CRACK WE CAN J 
V OPEN, jT 






WHY'RE^ 
YOU DOING 
THIS, 
TWITCH? 


DOING 

WHAT? 


BECAUSE I'VE ^ 

BEEN IN YOUR SHOES ^ 

AND I Vi NOT GOING TO ■ 

LET THE ' SOMETHING, " i 

WHATEVER IT WAS r RUIN 

YOUR CAREER - OR SO I'M ^ 
YOUR LIFE . ^ WILLING TO 

— HELP YOU 

FROM LOSING 
BOTH OF 
THOSE. J 








r I have ^ 

MY SUSPICIONS, 
BUT YES-- I'M 
SAYING YOU SAW 
WHATEVER IT IS 
^ YOU SAW. A 


r THAT'S IT? ^ 

THAT'S ALL 
YOU NEED FROM 
ME? JUST MY 
LWORD?^^^ 

mm CORRECT. 


r YOU 1 
STILL 
HAVEN'T 
TOLD ME 
“N WHY. . 


r TRYING ^ 
TO SAVE ME . 
TRYING TO 

convince ME 

I'M NOT CRAZY, 
k. WHY? ^ 


W BECAUSE ^ 
YOU SAID YOU 
SAW "SOMETHING A 
AND THAT'S GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR A 
ME. 




W DESPITE ^ 
THE FACT 
YOU DON'T HAVE 
ANY ACTUAL 
CLUE WHAT 
k I SAW? 4 


M 




. 












AND I'LL GIVE YOU 
r ANOTHER REASON-- ONE T 
THAT I HOPE NEVER COMES 
TRUE-- IT'S SAM [F HE 
DOESN'T PULL THROUGH, 

I CANT DO THIS ON MY OWN.' 

SO WHETHER YOU LIKE IT 
L OR NOT YOU'RE GETTING / 
9^. MY HELP. ^ x 


HOPE I'M NOT 
I INTERRUPTING. 


r YOU SAID ^ 
WE WERE 
GOING TO BE 
l ALONE. 


HELLO, 

TWITCH 


um„ ( JIM?/ ^ 
WHAT 'RE YOU 
DOING here? 
I NEVER TOLD 
YOU TO,„ . 


WE 

WERE 


NEVER 

MIND. 


^ DETECTIVE ^ 
ROWAND-- I'D 
LIKE YOU TO MEET 
, JIM DOWNING, j 


I KNOW' 
WHO 
HE IS, 


r WHAT THE 1 
HELL IS he 
DOING HERE? 
THE ENTIRE 
CITY'S BEEN 
LOOKING 
Y FOR HIM' J 




m ^ 






















I HADN'T 
HEARD HE'D 
TURNED HIM 
SELF IN. 


I HAVEN'T, 


I'M HERE 
TO SEE 

twitch. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
BETTER THAN 
THIS, TWITCH. 


THIS IS 
BULLSHIT 


HE SHOULDN'T ^ 
BE HERE/ NOT NOW/ 
NOT WHEN I'VE GOT 
MOST OF NEW YORK 
LOOKING TO FRY MY ASS 
THE LAST THING I NEED 
IS TO BE ACCUSED OF 
HARBORING SOMEONE 
WHO'S WANTED FOR 
^ QUESTIONING. A 


SAID HE'D 

HELP SAM. WITH HIS.,*^ 
POWERS. YOU 
■ SAW IT ON TV. 
IN RETURN 

Wk I PROMISED TO 
^ HELP HIM, A 


r WE ^ 

NEED TO 
TALK ABOUT 

l THAT, A 


W EVERY CLUE ^ 
WE'VE RUN INTO ON 
YOUR CASE, FOR SOME 
REASON OR ANOTHER, 
KEEPS POINTING IN HIS 
DIRECTION, A 


r HOW AND ^ 
WHY? I HAVEN'T 
FIGURED THAT 
^ OUT YET. * 


r BUT I THINK- ^ 
r AND I MAY BE 1 
WRONG- BUT I 
THINK THE DEAD ENDS 
WE KEEP COMING UP 
AGAINST IN YOUR 
INVESTIGATIONS AND 
THE BLANK SLATE THAT 
^ IS MR. DOWNING'S A 
* . PAST- ^ 


W YOU'RE ^ 
WALKING ON ^ 
THIN ICE HERE. BUT 
MY OPTIONS SEEM 
TO BE LIMITED, 

^ so,,. A 


I THINK 
THEY'RE 
CONNECTED, 


¥■' 



. 

! 

t ■ i 

■ 











F no: vow. xl 

w "mA iA 1 




W I'M TRYING TO « 

ivA ^ 9 



d- r ' 

w Jv tB 

■ SAVE THE GOOD ■ 

■Sr d 

' ■ 


m/ 

w 1 V 

■ DETECTIVE HERE 1 

V l|{L .Jta 1 



1 v- _.y II 

L FROM A 

'fl WA ■ 

■ 


g IB 

^ HIMSELF. xHB 





SO, AM ™ 

| P | \ 

: 


~~ — ~~~i| _ ■ 

W I BENDING THE ^ 


■ 


|Y / M W\Ak 

W LAW HERE A LITTLE? ^ 

■ A I .. 

" 


i B 

■ YES/ HERE'S WHY- JIM'S 1 

5 "itl IB 



Bt Mp t , '^B 

■ LOOKING TOR HIS PAST 

*jAm l ^ 



1 M gj 

■ AND YOU CAME TO NEW 

|k',l 

0 


f £ 

YORK TRYING TO SOLVE i 

' ; ^\Y£ j 

V: 


W 

A CASE, FAR AS X CAN A 


• 



TELL, THEY'RE 


: 


■m*' * k, . 

■f 1 


s 

’’ 



'■ : 









r YOUR CASE ^ 
HAS A CONNECTION 
TO ST, ANTHONY'S 
AND A HALF DOZEN 
ADMINISTRATORS 
FROM THERE BEFORE 
^ THE FIRE.* 


YOU'VE 
GOT MY 
ATTENTION 


issue iS7--Todd 



r r TWO ARE 

NOW MISSING ^ 
AND THE OTHERS 1 
AREN'T TALKING, 
AND NONE OF THEM 
SEEM TO KNOW WHERE 
I CAME FROM. BUT 
TWITCH DID A LITTLE 
L HOMEWORK AND i 
k GUESS WHAT ^ 
HE FOUND? ^ 


r THOSE ^ 
r SAME PEOPLE > 
WERE THE ONES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
DIRECT OVERSIGHT 
OF ME DURING y 
MY COMA. A 


V" YOUR 

/ SUICIDE VICTIM.. ^ 

f BACK IN LANGLEY.. SHOT \l 
HIMSELF l ess -ran THIRTY % 

MINUTES AFTER JIM AWOKE W 

FROM HIS COMA. THIRTY 

MINUTES' AND AS YOU 
KNOW/ THE LAST CALL HE ^ JfM WAKES. 

MADE WAS TO ONE OF YOUR GUY DIES, 
k THE PARTNERS OF AND ST. ANTHONY'S 
ST. ANTHONY'S. ^ BURNS TO THE 
\ GROUND. IT'S TIME WE 

X m SEWED ALL OF THOSE 
TOGETHER. A 








■ am 








I®*; 




IT S TIME WE FIND OUT WHO 
JIM DOWNING REALLY ISr 
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HERE'S THE 

F QUESTION WE NEED 1 
TO ASK OURSELVES- 
AND NEVER MIND THE 
ANSWER- THE QUESTION 
IN AND OF ITSELF, IS 
l REASON ENOUGH FOR A 
CONCERN-- 


■ •>■■> ■■■«■■■ HI B 

•■■■■Imiiiinn 

8 * mm KVBaiKii^ifi 
■ 1BJ1 I ■■■«!■■ 

ii 


— ^ WHAT WE NEED 
f TO KNOW IS-- WHY, IF ^iSS! 
YOU'VE BEEN INTERVIEWED BY T# 
VARIOUS POLICE AGENCIES ! | 
ALREADY, HAS THERE BEEN NO | 
RETURN ON ANY OF THE DETAILS M 
YOU'VE GIVEN, OR THE 
V FINGERPRINTS YOU Aim-. 

SUPPLIED?^^_^--*^^B 
^YOU TELL ME 


I CAN'T THAT'S 
THE PROBLEM, 


r I CHECKED 
YOUR FILE IN 
THE SYSTEM- 
GUESS WHAT 
l COMES UP? , 


JACKSHIT? 


SO TO 
5PEAK- 
YEAH. 


IT'S ALL 

r BLOCKED, I CAN FIND” 
YOUR NAME AND A CASE 
NUMBER, BUT THE REST- 
IT'S BLACKED OUT YOUR 
PRINTS. YOUR WRITE-UPS 
AND PERSONAL INFO, 
ALL OF IT 


HIT 







■W/At 

is 



IN FACT, I 

W HAD TO DIG JUST ^ 
TO FIND IT WAS FILED 
UNDER "JOHN DOE." WITH 
n JIM DOWNING" LISTED AS 
YOUR ALIAS, DOESN'T 
L THAT SEEM ODD A 
TOYOU?^-^B 

W U Rti 

crrrc: 

ft V CJ TELL 

ft, ME. 


r YOU'RE ^ 
MISSING MY 
POINT j 


THEN 
GET TO 
. IT. , 


SOMEONE 

r WITH THE POWER ^ 
TO MANIPULATE OFFICIAL 
POLICE RECORDS— 
WHICH, I'VE GOTTA TELL 
YOU, ISN'T AN EASY THING 
TO DO - IS TRYING REAL 
HARD TO KEEP YOU IN THE 
l DARK. TO KEEP YOUR A 
PAST BURIED. 


AND NOT ONLY ^ 
FROM YOU BUT FROM 
ANYONE WHO MIGHT 
COME DIGGING INTO THE 
MYSTERY OF WHO JIM 
DOWNING" IS. A 











f NOW,’ 
I'M 

ANXIOUS 
TO HEAR 
ABOUT 
. SAM, a 






if' -Zyir 


5 ? 


a a: 




' £ 




IT MEANS 

F I TRIED TO HELP ^ 
HIM BUT MY POWERS 
THEY- - THEY HAD A VIOLENT 
REACTION TO SAM'S 
PRESENCE. ALMOST- I 
COULDN'T TELL IF THE SUIT 
WAS PROTECTING HIM, 

K OR- IF IT WAS AFRAID A 
OF HIM. 


IS HE 

ALIVE ? ) HE'S FINE, 
ta — - ^1 THINK. BUT 
7 HEALING HIM- IT'S 
| GOING TO BE MORE O 
A CHALLENGE THAN WE 
L THOUGHT, JUST LIKE 
fc. TRYING TO FIND 
MY FILES. 




NO. THAT 5 ^ 
f NOT WHAT I'M ^ 
f SAYING. YOU'RE 1 
GOING TO NEED TO 1 
BE PATIENT, ANSWERS 
ARE OUT THERE- 
SOMEWHERE- IT'S 
JUST GOING TO 
TAKE TIME. BUT J 
t WE HAVE TO BE A 
k CAREFUL ABOUT A 

iv it. AM 


SO, WHAT- 
I'M WASTING 
MY TIME WITH 
YOU? ^ 


SORRY- 
THAT'S ALL 
I HAVE 


IT 

DIDN'T 

WORK. 


r ■*. r T 


r ■ '■ 








zm •»•••>- && 


YOUR PARTNER.. 

THERE WERE 
COMPLICATIONS 


Ahat? 


^ WHAT ^ 
DOES THAT MEAN- 
1 'CO M P L I C AH O N S ? "L 












SAM 

DIDiNT 


W I SHOULD'VE ^ 
r SAID SOMETHING 1 
SOONER, BUT I WAS 
HOPING YOU'D BE ABLE 
TO HELP HIM WITHOUT 
L CONFUSING THE j 
^ MATTER. ^ 


r YOUR CRYPTIC ^ 
BULLSHIT IS STARTING 
TO WEAR THIN, SO HOW 
ABOUT YOU JUST CUT 
^ TO THE CHASE. 


THEN HERE ITIS... 

A DEMON- - GOES BY THE NAME 
Y OF THE VIOLATOR- IS WALKING THE ft 
STREETS DISGUISED AS A FILTH ^RIDDEN 
CLOWN AND HE'S HAD A SPECIFIC DISTASTE 
FOR SAM AND I FOR SOME TIME. HE'D BEEN 
APPREHENDED AND ESCAPED CUSTODY NOT 
TOO LONG AGO. AND LATER, WHEN I 
CONFRONTED HIM HE WANTED TO SEND ME 
A MESSAGE EXPRESSING HIS DISPLEASURE, 
SO, SAM'S 'HEART ATTACK'- OR WHATEVER 
k THE DOCTORS WANT TO CALL IT- A 
WAS CAUSED BY S 

THIS DEMON, 


r AND I'M 

NOT SURE OF YOUR ft 
PERSONAL HISTORY WITH 
DEMONS, BUT, I BELIEVE 
THAT WHATEVER r S WRONG 
WITH SAM SOMEHOW 
COMES FROM THE EXACT 
L SAME PLACE AS YOUR A 
COSTUME. m 


ARE YOU ^ 
r TELLING ME THAT 
THIS CLOWN AND 
VIOLATOR CREATURE 
THEY'RE ONE AND 
_ ^ THE SAME? j 


r THEN YOU ^ 
TELL ME EVERY- 
THING YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
THEM, a 


THEY 

ARE. 


RIGHT 

NOW! 


f AFRAID THIS 1 

'• * , j 

Yft 


l MIGHT 1 

Pm.— M 

■■K. 

^V; xM 

r<\' E A mng j 

^ HAPPEN. _ ™ 

v 




| W'-. t 

Mills 

1 ^ w S 

■ JUST I-iAVE I 1 : [it 


; : ' ;v ■ UA\ 


1 A NORMAL 11 

Ajf v 

SHI gl 


'.Er VEp! i 

ft HEART SI Lft 

v,; 

ft 


V ATTACK. Jftft | \ft 






TEN MINUTES LATER, 



AND FAIR 

WARMING-- CONFRONTING 
THE VIOLATOR ISN'T AS EASY 
AS DROPPING AN OLD MAN 
FROM A ROOFTOP* ^ 


HERE.. TAKE MY 
CARD. IN CASE 
YOU NEED TO 
► REACH ME. j 


V WE CLEAR? ^ 
YOU FOCUS ON YOUR 
END OF THI NGS . LET ME 
DEAL WITH THIS DEMON 
THAT'S RESPONSIBLE 
. FOR YOUR SAM'S , 
J^CO N D3TI O fSL^ 

h WE'RE^V" V ^ 

CLEAR, J \ 


Sfte Spawn ^^oe-Todri 


r BESIDES, ^ 
1 NEED YOU TO 
STAY ALIVE FOR 
SAM'S SAKE. > 


I LL BE IN 
TOUCH. 









LOOK AT 
THEM,.. 


GODDAMN 

VULTURES. 


MARC? 


r so i 

WHY'S ’ 
THAT A 
SURPRISE? 
YOU DID 
THE SAME 
THING FOR, 
L YEARS. A 


f I EVEN 
HEARD 
A BUNCH 
ARE HERE 
FROM 
OVER- 
L SEAS. A 


S r YEAH. 

’y THEY HAVEN'T ^ 
^ LEFT SINCE JIM 1 
RESURRECTED THAT 
GUY IN THE STREET.* 
AND WE BOTH 
KNOW THEY WONT 
LEAVE UNTIL THEY. 
\ GET SOME-* A 
THING. y% 


COULDN'T THERE ALL 
SLEEP, a NIGHT--, 


See Spawn HZ 04— Todd 


IT'S... IT JUST FEELS ^ 
DIFFERENT YOU KNOW 1 '? BEING ON 
THIS SIDE OF IT. HELL- WE'RE ACTUALLY 
THE STORY THIS TIME , 


~ I THOUGHT THIS ;S WHAT YOU m 
WANTED? ISN'T THAT WHAT YOU SAID- A M 
THAT YOU WANTED TO "MATTER?" A 1 
^ WELL, NOW 

J W ^ iTTiT BUT 

w ABOUT YOU? AND SARA? JIM'S ^ 
THE LEAD STORY HERE, BUT THE MEDIA 
MORONS- THEY'LL TEAR THROUGH 
. ANYONE TO GET THEIR HEADLINE. A 
^ YOU KNOW THAT' 


EASY' I'M NOT 
THE ENEMY HERE 


r DID YOU GET AHOLD OF ^ 
SARA LAST NIGHT? I FELL ASLEEP 
. WHEN YOU WERE TRYING. ^ 



ARE YC „ - - ^ - 

~ -- » WHO? - 


W WHAT RE iTB/M 

the NEWS f 


YOU DOING 

r THEY'VE \CREWS? J 


M UP? IT S l KNOW-- 

BEEN OUT^^^^ L 










HELLO? 


Hi. MY NAME 
V IS MARC ROSEN ^ 
AND I'M A FRIEND- 
WELL, ACTUALLY, I'M 
THE MANAGER OF JIM 
DOWNING. THE FAITH 
HEALER'. I BELIEVE 
L YOU'RE LOOKING A 
FOR HIM. 


THEN 
CALL THE 
COPS ! . 


S' 


WHAT? 


THE POLICE. 
JUST CALL AND 
t TELL THEM- . 


TELL' EM 
WHAT? 


SHE S STILL 
NOT 

ANSWERING. 


r AND JIM? ^ 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE THE HELL 
. HE IS, BUT,.. j 


r . i | AT 1 'V 1 

YOU'RE GOING ■ 

TO DO NOTHING 
THEN? THAT'S ^JUST PHONE 
t STUPfDf THEM. SEE IF THEY 
HAVE ANY LEADS ON 

■ hi:. Vi. IT'S BETTER THAN 

■ JUST WORRYING .- 1 
m HERE I'VE ALREADY 

DIALED THEM. IT'S 
RINGING. 


r THEY ALREADY ^ 
r KNOW EVERYTHING.'^ 
THEY'VE GOT TVs 
TOO/ THE NEWS SAID 
THEY WERE ALREADY 
LOOKING FOR HIM. 
THERE'S NOTHING I'M 
GOING TO SAY THAT'LL 
L MAKE THEM LOOK A 
k. HARDER. 


" IS THERE > 
SOMEONE THERE 
I CAN SPEAK TO 
ABOUT THIS 
^ SITUATION? > 










VIOLENCE HAS ERUPTED YET AGAIN ATA NEW YORK CITY 
HOSPITAL. WE HAVE CONFIRMATION THAT A SHOOTING 
HAS LEFT ONE PERSON DEAD, AND AT LEAST ONE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER INJURED. OTHER DETAILS ARE 
STILL BEING CONFIRMED. 

THERE ARE MULTIPLE REPORTS THAT THERE WAS 
AN EXCHANGE OF GUNFIRE BETWEEN A PLAINCLOTHES 
OFFICER AND A FEMALE HOSPITAL WORKER. JUST 
MOMENTS AGO MEDICS WERE OBSERVED AS THEY WHEELED 
OUT MULTIPLE BODY BAGS. WE'VE YET TO CONFIRM IF THEY 
WERE CONNECTED TO THE SAME SHOOTING INCIDENT. 

THERE ALSO APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A BODY TAKEN FROM 
THE TOP OF A PARKED CAR. ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE SUGGESTS 
THAT THE VICTIM FELL FROM THE HOSPITAL ROOFTOP. ANY 
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE GUNFIRE EXCHANGE AND THIS 
BODY IS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME, AS IS THE SEVERITY OF THE 
OFFICER'S INJURIES. WE WILL UPDATE THIS STORY, INCLUDING 
THE IDENTITIES OF THE VICTIMS, AS NEW DETAILS EMERGE. 



I'M NOT QUITS READY TO PROCLAIM IT THE HOT NEW LOOK, 

AS HUNKY MESSIAH -OF-THE- MOMENT JIM DOWNING— THE 
MYSTERY HEALER OF NEW YORK CITY- HAS ONLY BEEN ON 
OUR RADAR FOR A SHORT WHILE. BUT, HIS STRIKINGLY LOW- 
KEY FASHION SENSE HAS ALREADY STRUCK A CHORD WITH 
THOSE IN THE KNOW. 

ONLY DAYS AFTER MAKING A HUGE SPLASH WITH HIS 
STREET-SIDE REVIVAL OF AN INJURED MEDIA MEMBER, 

JIM'S TRADEMARK “HAT-AND-SUNGL ASSES AFTER SUNDOWN" 
LOOK WAS ON DISPLAY AT CLUBS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

ALL THE COOL KIDS- FROM HOLLYWOOD'S NEW BREED TO 
MANHATTAN'S WORTHY ELITE- WERE DECKED OUT IN THE SAME 
LOOK, SENDING A CLEAR MESSAGE THAT THOSE WHO WANT 
TO BE NOTICED WILL BE DOING IT INCOGNITO. 


ON A MORE SERIOUS NOTE- JIMMY, YOU MIGHT WANT TO 
STOP BY THE SCENE OF TONIGHT'S HOSPITAL MASSACRE. 

IT LOOKS LIKE YOUR MAGIC 'HEALING' TOUCH COULD 
COME IN HANDY. 



po you veueve ir?u 

ANOTHER HOSPITAL ATTACK IN NEW YORK CITY// VIOLENCE 
ERUPTED AGAIN THIS MORNING AT THE KAISER HOSPITAL IN 
UPTOWN MANHATTAN/ SO FAR, HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATORS, 
THE COPS AND THE MAYOR'S OFFICE ARE ONLY WILLING TO 
SAY THAT “AN INVESTIGATION IS UNDERWAY." ARE YOU 
KIDDING ME?/'! WHY IN GOD'S NAME WILL NO ONE TELL 
US ANYTHING? WHAT ARE THEY TRYING TO HIDE? 

COULD THIS BE ANOTHER TERRORIST ACT? ARE OUR 
HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES AND MATERNITY WARDS NOW 
UNDER AN ALL-OUT ATTACK BY AMERICA S ENEMIES? THE 
RUBBLE AT ST. ANTHONY'S IS STILL SMOLDERING ! WHAT'S 
NEXT? PRESCHOOLS ? DAYCARE? 


HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN AND 
OUR FREEDOM WHEN THEY WONT LET US IN ON EVEN THE 
TINIEST DETAIL? A LITTLE BIRDIE TELLS ME AT LEAST A DOZEN 
BODIES WERE REMOVED FROM THE BUILDING. A DOZEN ! OR 
MORE!! LIFE IN THIS TOWN IS JUST LIKE SOMETHING OUT OF 
A HORROR MOVIE! STAY INDOORS! STAYTUNED RIGHT 
HERE FOR THE REAL FACTS AS THEY DEVELOP!' 








COME OUT, 
COME Out 
WHEREVER 'YOU 
ARE. 








ROWAN D? 


UMj EXCUSE 
ME, DETECTIVE 
ROW A NO? 


WHAT 

huu,.. 

JESUS / 


DID THEY 
SAY WHO 
JT WAS? 


Y ABOUT ^ 
f 4 A .M. ' 
THERE S A 
CALLER ON 
LINE FIVE. 
TWITCH LEFT 
A MESSAGE 
TO PASS 
,, THIS ON i 
TO YOU. A 


WHAT 
TIME IS 
IT?/ 


A GUY CLAIMING 
r TO BE THE MANAGER OF N 
THIS DOWNING CHARACTER 
WE'VE BEEN CHASING. HE 
THINKS MAYBE THE FEMALE 
w LAST SEEN WITH HIM MIGHT, 
^ BE IN TROUBLE,. 
















SO, TALK TO 
HIM AMD LET ME 
f KNOW WHAT HE HAS 1 
f TO SAY, BUT BEFORE YOU1 
GET TOO DISTRACTED, 
I'M STILL WAITING ON 
YOUR FULL REPORT ON THE 
HOSPITAL HOMICIDES,'* 
THE COMMISSIONER'S PUT 
TOGETHER AN INVEST1GA- 
1 TIVE TEAM THAT'S J 
L REPORTING DIRECTLY A 
Jfk TO THE MAYOR'S ^ 
HI OFFICE. 


WERE ^ 
V ALL GOING ^ 
TO HAVE TO BE 
PLAYING NICE WITH 
EACH OTHER FOR 
THE TIME BEING, IN 
THE MEANTIME" 
l WHERE'S 

TWITCH? A 


W SAW HIM EARLIER-- \ 

f APPARENTLY YOUR CHIEF ^ . iJ 

NAMED HIM MY PRIMARY ^ , 
BABYSITTER ’TIL ALL THIS MESS 
GETS CLEARED UP -- BUT HE 
STEPPED OUT. DON'T KNOW Bl 
L WHERE TO OR WHEN 
^ HE'S PLANNING ON GUESS I ^ 
BEING BACK. FELL ASLEEP 

WHILE HP WAS 
Bk C-ONE. a 


IF YOU A* 
f SEE HIM, ^ 
TELL HIM TO \ 
CALL ME. I HAVE 
SOME DETAILS / 
l TO DISCUSS J 
k. WITH 


See SPAWN &ZQ7- Todd 


HOLD UP! YOU ^ 
r HAVE SOMETHING ABOUT 
DOWNING OR ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH MY OTHER CASE, YOU 
.CAN TELL IT TO MY FACE/ I'M 
SITTING RIGHT HERE/ ^A 


r THEN ^ 
KEEP SITTING/ 
YOU DON'T 
GET TO SET 
THE RULES, 
UNDER- 
. STAND? a 


AND UNTIL 

r LA. CLEARS YOU ™ 
OF ALL WRONGDOING 
IN THE HOSPITAL BLOOD- 
BATH, YOU CAN'T 
HAVE ANY INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE ONGOING 
l INVESTIGATION, YOU j 
k. KNOW THAT, 


r you ^ 

SHOULDN'T 
EVEN BE 
SITTING HERE 
UNSUPER- 
k VISED. A 


r SERIOUSLY? ^ 
YOU'RE GONNA 
PULL THAT CRAP 
^ ON ME? a 


SAM! BUT I'D 

r RATHER KICK YOUR ASS ^ 
AND MAIL YOU BACK HOME 
TO VI RGINIA, UN FO R,TU N ATELY, 
SINCE YOU'RE THE ONLY 
L QUASI-WITNESS WE HAVE, A 
I CANT DO THAT 


SO, I'LL HAVE 

r TO DEAL WITH THIS SHIT ^ 
STORM IN A MORE PROFESSIONAL 
MANNER, PRELIMINARY 
REPORTS INDICATE THERE'S FLUID 
ON THE VICTIMS THAT APPEARS 
TO BE OF A FOREIGN NATURE, 
t WHICH MEANS, I'VE GOT MY A 
HANDS FULL AS IT IS, 






JUST 

f TELL TWITCH 1 
TO EITHER SEE (VIE, 
OR GIVE DISPATCH 
A CALL. THEN YOU 
Cm GO BACK TO 
SLEEP AND LET THE 
REST OF US 
L CLEAN UP A 
^ YOU'R MESS. A 


r WHATEVER . ^ 
THAT IT? YOU 
DONE WITH THE 
^ LECTURE? A 


r AND...? now, ^ 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
JUST LEAVE ME HERE? 
. UNSUPERVISED? a 


^ I'M GOING ^ 
TO CUT YOU SOME 
^ SLACK. j 


BECAUSE IN 

W SPITE OF EVERYTHING^ 
r THAT HAPPENED AT THE ^ 
HOSPITAL. YOU PROTECTED 
DETECTIVE BURKE, AND I 
APPRECIATE IT WHEN MY 
, FELLOW OFFICERS j 
ARE ALIVE TO DO A 
THEIR JOBS, 












CRAZY 

NIGHT, 

HUH? 






I'VE BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 


^ I KNOW. — 
l HEARD YOUR 
SCREAMS. WAS 
THAT REALLY 
^ NECESSARY? > 


WHERE 
HAVE YOU 
. BEEN? 


► NOWHERE IN ^ 
PARTICULAR, JUST 
BEEN WAITING AND 
WATCHING- FROM, 
A DISTANCE, A 


W* AND THOSE 
V VAMPIRES YOU ^ 
HAD HANGING HERE" 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
HOW IMPRESSIVE THAT 
WAS, NOT ONLY DID YOU 
STAY ALIVEr BUT YOU 
ACTUALLY HAD THE 
L UPPER HAND FOR A 
MOST OF IT/ 


r so, IF ^ 
YOU'RE 

SHOCKED THEY 
AREN'T STILL 
HANGING IN 
YOUR CHAINS.,, 
L. I'M NOT' A 


r WHICH IS ^ 
r WHY THERE 1 
AREN'T ANY MORE 
i DEMON ELITE IN . 
k. EXISTENCE, A 


THEY SURVIVED ^ 
EVERY MISSION, SEE, 
THE ELITE WERE HOPING 
THAT THEY'D FAIL ONCE, 
JUST SO THEY'D BE RID 
OF THEM. BUT THE 
THREE OF THEM FOUND 
OUT ABOUT THAT A 


THOSE THREE 

W WERE CREATED FROM ^ 
7 SOME SERIOUS CROSS 1 
BREEDING OF VAMPIRES AND 
DEMONS. EVENTUALLY THEY 
BECAME HELL'S OWN VERSION 
OF THE 'SUPER SOLDIER', KIND 
OF LIKE YOURSELF, EXCEPT 
WITH NO SOULS. AND SLOWLY 
L OVER THE CENTURIES THEY 
k, BECAME MORE AND A 
k. MORE RUTHLESS, 


^ THEN IT 

^ BECAME CLEAR 
f HELL'S ELITE NEEDED TO 
HIRE THEM BEFORE THEY 
BECAME VICTIMS THEM- 
SELVES, SO, THEY SENT THEM 
ON EVERY UNIMAGINABLE 
MISSION YOU CAN 
L THINK OF. AND TO THE j 
k SURPRISE OF THEIR A 
BOSSES,., ; 




— 








THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT HAS ^ 
f ASSURED US THAT OUR 1 
REQUEST FOR "COST 
CERTAINTY" WILL DE MET, 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT HAPPENS 
WITH THE EURO EXCHANGE RATE. 

PLUSr THEY'VE ACCEPTED OUR 
COLLATERAL IN THE BOND 
L MARKET, CONTRACTS SHOULD J 
^ BE IN OUR HANDS EARLY jM 
NEXT WEEK, - 


TOMORROW 
r OUR LOBBYISTS 1 
WILL BE MEETING 
WITH THE REPUBLICAN 
LEADERS TO 
REINFORCE OUR 
L POSITION ON THE A 
Ik E.RA. ISSUES. A 


THAT'LL 

/ BRING OUR 1 
PORTFOLIO UP TO 
ABOUT 37% IN FOREIGN 
DIVERSIFICATION” 
INCLUDING OUR 
w MANUFACTURING A 
INTERESTS, 


WE SHOULD XJ 
w BE CLOSING OUR 
r RECENT ACQUISITION ™ 
r OF THE LITHIUM MINES IN 
SLOVAKIA IN ABOUT TWO 
DAYS, THE INTERNATIONAL 
REGULATORS HAVE GIVEN 
THE FINAL SIGNOFF ON ALL 
E.RA, REQUIREMENTS, WHICH 
SHOULD HAVE US AT j 
MAXIMUM CAPACITY A 
TX IN ABOUT THREE A 
!X MONTHS, 


ANYTHING 

ELSE? 


ON ANOTHER 

Y TOPIC, WE RECEIVED ^ 
r A CALL FROM OUR 1 

CONTACT AT THE PENTAGON 
SAYING THERE HAD BEEN SOME 
INQUIRES INTO A "SPECIAL 
k MATTER" YOU WOULD A 
* HAVE KNOWLEDGE A 

about, 


&C*D. 
PO^r.' \ i 
T*k!M THE 
EAT 


PICK ME \ 

UP AT NINE. WE\ I 
DON'T NEED TO I 
GET THERE TOC j I 
^ EARLY. y k 

NOW IF * 
/ YOU'LL EXCUSE 
ME, I'M LATE 
m FOR A 
hk MEETING, a 


Y 1 W ILL FILL A 
YOU IN ON OUR 
LATEST SHARE- 
HOLDER MEETING 
ON THE DRIVE TO 

THE BANQUET 
. TONIGHT, MR. 

V RAMUS, A 




PV--A 

n 


HHTX, -A 






m £r jV,flT/ 1 



B*3( ■ 

. C^|v. 









r ALRIGHT, ^ 
GENTLEMEN-- 
WHAT DO YOU 
HAVE FOR 
ME? A 


r THAT'S ^ 
JUST IT, WE 
CANT TELL 
^ YET. u 


^ ]T MEANS, ^ 
BLUDDf THAT YOUR 
NEW SPAWN SEEMS 
TO BE A LITTLE... liiti.. 
INCONSISTENT. ^ 


WHAT'S THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEAN? 


r LIKE ^ 
HE DOESN'T 
QUITE KNOW 
WHAT HE'S 
DOING ALL 
L THE TIME, j 


W ONE ^ 
r MINUTE ~ 
HE'S HANDING 
OUR ASSES 
L TO US... A 


^ ,„THE N EXT, 

T HE'S BARELY ABLE ' 
TO WALK ON HIS OWN. 
BUT I'LL TELL YOU WHAT 
YOU WERE RIGHT. WHEN 
HE'S ON HIS A" GAME IT'S 
. LIKE HE'S POSSESSED . 
K. OR SOMETHING. A 


INCONSISTENT 

HOW? 


W ALMOST ^ 
r AS ]F HIS 
PERSONALITY IS 
CHANGING. 

. WHAT'S THAT . 
ABOUT? A 


r THE N, 
COSTUME. IT'S 
SLOWLY GETTING 
INTO HIS BLOOD- 
t STREAM. > 


i BESIDES ^ 
STRENGTH, DID 
HE EXHIBIT ANY 
OTHER TRAITS OF 
INTEREST? A 




















SO HIS "TRAITS 

W FUCKIN' SWALLOWED ^ 
r OUR BROTHERS RIGHT INTO 1 
THE SHADOWS. HE OPENED A 
GODDAMN PORTAL TO THE 
ABYSS THEN SLAMMED IT 
SHUT ]N THE BUNK OF AN 
EYE, SINCE WHEN DID 
SPAWNS LEARN TO DO THAT? 

AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, 

L WHY DIDN'T YOU A 
WARN US? 


WELL OPEN 

W YOUR EYES' HOW 1 
r MANY OF US ARE SITTING 
IN FRONT OF YOU? AND 
BEFORE YOU HURT YOUR- 
SELF THE ANSWER IS TWO.' 
NOW ASK YOURSELF HOW 
MANY OE US YOU SENT OUT 
v TO DO YOUR 'TESTING 1 A 
iW ON SPAWN' 


if IS THAT 
f WHAT YOU'RE 


CALLING 

THEM? 


r I THOUGHT ^ 
THAT'S HOW 
YOU GOT YOUR 
L. POWER, A 


* IF NOT.., ^ 
WHAT GOOD ARE 
YOU TO US? a 


r I'LL GET ^ 
YOUR BROTHER 
BACK- IF HE'S 
STILL ALIVE, j 


Wr but if spawn 
r did what you said i 

IN THOSE ALLEYS, THEN 
HE'S JUST EXPOSED THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF 
HEAVEN'S GATEWAY - THE 
DIRECT LINK CONNECTING 
k EARTH TO GOD j 
HIMSELF/ 


r AND WHETHER ^ 
r HEAVEN KNOWS IT OR 1 
NOT, THEY'RE ABOUT TO BE 








ABOUT \ 

WHAT? 

r ABOUT 

■ WHO YOU ARE 
M YOU'VE BEEN 
L ^ PLAYING ME.' 


LET'S GET 

k SOMETHING STRAIGHT- 
f YOU'RE THE ONE THAT'S 1 
CLUELESS ABOUT WHO YOU 
ARE, NOT ME/ I KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT I'M DOING. YOUR 
PROBLEM IS YOU'RE SO BUSY 
L CHASING THE PAST YOU'RE A 
m. MISSING WHAT'S IN FRONT M 

wL^ of you now, 


r I DON'T ^ 
WANT TO 
LISTEN TO ANY 
MORE OF 
l YOUR LIES' J 


ALL YOU . 
f HAD TO DO 1 
WAS ASK AND I'D 
HAVE TOLD YOU 
WHAT THE STAKES 
L WERE FOR YOU j 
and i. 


r I DON'T ^ 
CARE' JUST 
SHUT UP 
AND LISTEN. 
YOU MIGHT 
LEARN SOME 
l THING. , 


YOU'RE RIGHT, I 

i-Y - HAVEN'T BEEN COMPLETELY 
V HONEST WITH YOU. I'M A DEMON- \ 
AND LIKE YOUR COSTUME, WE BOTH HAD 
THE SAME BOSS UNTIL HE DISAPPEARED.* 
EVERYONE THAT SERVED HIM THOUGHT HE 
WAS DEAD, SO THEY BEGAN TO DO THEIR 
OWN THING. WHAT ONCE WAS A TIGHT ARMY 
BECAME A SCATTERED BUNCH OF ROGUES. 
L THOUSANDS OF THEM ARE NOW HERE A 
^ ON EARTH- BUT THAT'S NOT MY M 
IMMEDIATE CONCERN, 


OUR BOSS ^ 

W IS COMING BACK— 
f THAT'S THE PROBLEM 
AND SINCE HE'LL BELIEVE 1 
EVERYONE'S BETRAYED 
HIM, WHEN HE GETS BACK 
TO FULL POWER HE'LL TREAT 
US ALL AS HIS ENEMIES,,, 
EVEN THOSE OF US THAT 
WERE LOYAL. BUT HE NEEDS 
TO COLLECT HIS POWER.,. . 
L PIECE IT TOGETHER J 
L BEFORE HE CAN BE ATM 
FULL STRENGTH. 


BUT I'VE 

W STOLEN AND ^ 
¥ HIDDEN ONE OF 1 
f THOSE PIECES. HE ' 
DOESN'T KNOW THAT 
YET,- BUT WHEN HE DOES, 
HE'LL DESTROY EVERY- 
THING AND EVERYONE IN 
HIS PATH WHILE TRYING 
TO LOCATE IT, SO, YOU'VE 
GOT TWO OPTIONS , 

L EITHER FIGHT HIM ON , 
^ YOUR OWN OR BAND J 
TOGETHER WITH M 
. OTHERS. 


r THAT'S WHY 
I LIED TO YOU 
BECAUSE I 
t NEED YOU. . 


Issu-e & 1 QQ -- Todd 
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BUT I 


NEED YOU'/ 


BECAUSE ncne^^B 
r Of US CAM DEFEAT ^ 
MALEROLGIA ALONE. 

tiotteofus! 

BUT I CAN BE VERY 
k USEFUL TO YOU. J 
P« HERE... 


/ THE\' \ 

WHAT?// \ 

YOU'LL flOHT U — 

HIM ON YOUR YOU DON'T 1 
V OWN? j HAVE TO LIKE 
— — -*1 ME, YOU ONLY 
\ HAVE TO IWAAff 

V to survive; > 
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WE THROUGH HERE? OR 
DO YOU WANT TO KEEP 
GOING? IT'S UP TO YOU. 


1 DON'T MIND KICKING 
YOUR ASS A LITTLE LONGER*- 
YOU JUST TELL ME WHEN 
YOU'VE HAD ENOUGH. 


"THOUGH I'VE GOTTA TELL YOU, 
JIM-- EVEN WITH THE FEW GOOD 
LICKS YOU'VE GOTTEN IN- I'M 
GETTING BORED OF THIS SKIRMISH 
OF OURS. SO, WHY DON'T WE 
PUT IT ON HOLD AND CLEAN 
OURSELVES UP A LITTLE " 


"THAT'S WHY I'M GOING 
TO BUY YOU A BEER/ A BIG 
FAT FROTHY ONE/ 


11 AND BEFORE YOU 
SAY A WORD - I WONT 
TAKE NO FOR AN 

answer, JUST give ME 

A MINUTE TO FRESHEN 
MYSELF UR, IF YOU 
DON'T MIND," 


,l I MEAN IN ALL SERIOUSNESS, 
YOU'RE REALLY SOMETHING 
SPECIAL. MOST SPAWNS WOULD 
BE A PILE OF GOO BY NOW. 


"BUT NOT YOU. 
SOME HOW... YOU 'RE 
DIFFERENT 




SO... DID I LIE TO 
YOU? YEAH/ I'VE BEEN ^ 
HOLDING BACK SOME OF THE 
BIGGER TRUTHS ABOUT MANY 
THINGS. BUT TELL ME-- IN ALL 
HONESTY-' YOU'VE SEEN 
HOW DANGEROUS AND 
COMPLICATED YOUR WORLD 
L TRULY IS-- WHAT WAS I J 

supposed to do? 


r I DIDN'T ^ 
r KNOW YOU, 1 
COULDN'T TRUST 
YOU. NOT JUST 
OFF-HAND, NOT 
WITH WHAT'S AT 
STAKE, SO I KEPT 
THINGS FROM YOU 
THAT I THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT NOT 
ACCEPT-- AT LEAST 
NOT WHILE 
L YOU'RE SO NEW A 
AT ALL THIS, M 


* ^ 

THAT'S THE PAST/ 
SO, CHEERS 
TO YOU, 

PAL/ ^ 

I * 







YOU'RE ^.1 
GETTING AHEAD 
W OF YOURSELF, WE ^ 
f CALLED A TRUCE BACK 1 
r IN THE ALLEYS BECAUSE 1 
SAID I'D COME CLEAN AND 
LAY MY CARDS ON THE 
TABLE FOR YOU, HOPEFULLY, 
YOU'LL APPRECIATE THE 
AWKWARD POSITION 1 
^ ^ FOUND MYSELF IN AND SEE 
W SO \WHY IT WAS NECESSARY TO 
NOW YOU \ DECEIVE YOU ALL THIS 
.THINK YOU \miE. BUT YOU DO WHAT' 

) KNOW 1 EVER YOU NEED TO WITH J 
EVERYTHING l THIS INFORMATION. A 
ABOUT ME--^ YOU'RE YOUR M 
IS THAT OWN MAN, 

L it? ^ 


r AND I ^ 
HOPE YOU 1 
DON'T MIND 
mf NEW LOOK'- 
THOUGHT I'D TRY 
TO LOOK A LITTLE 
MORE PRESENTABLE 
CREEPY LITTLE 
CLOWNS TEND 
L TO FREAK PEOPLE 
k OUT. ESPECIALLY, 
|V THE KIDS, / 


W THERE ^ 
" DOESN'T 1 
SEEM TO BE 
AN UPPER 
LIMIT ON YOU 
YET AS FAR 
AS I CAN TELL. 
WHICH MAKES 
YOU DIFFERENT 
THAN ALL THE 
L REST OF 
W THEM. 


SOiViE- 

£• W THING 

^ LIKE THAT. 

THOUGH 
/ SO \ I HAVE 
WHAT ARE \IIMITA- 
YOU? A TIONS.V 
CHANGE- 
l LING? 


W TELL ^ 
j ME \ 
ABOUT IT.\ 
f I'M STILL 
TRYING TO 
FIND THE 
STARTS AND 
STOPS' OF 
MY . 
l POWERS A 
L TOO. M 


RIGHT. 


/MEANING 
THE OTHER 
SPAWNS? 


r AT LEAST ^ 
THAT'S WHAT 
YOU SPAWNS 
KEEP TELLING 
YOUR- 

^ SELVES, y 


IN THE END YOU DON'T 
^ HAVE TO LIKE ME, JIM- I'M NOT ~ 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND. I'M LOOKING FOR 
HELP AND YOU PROVIDE THAT IN SPADES. 
I'M GOING TO NEED THAT IF WE HOPE 
TO HAVE ANY CHANCE OF PREVENTING 


FROM TAKING OVER THE EARTH.' 










’CAUSE 

r WHETHER YOU LIKE^ 
IT OR N OX EVERYTHING 
I'M ABOUT TO TELL YOU 
IS TRUE, THE PROBLEM 
]$, YOU HUMANS DGNT 
WANT TO ACCEPT HOW 
l THE AFTERLIFE REALLYj 
WORKS. di 


W SARCASM ^ 
r WONT CHANGE N 
ANYTHING, BUT ITS 
NICE TO SEE THE 
MATURITY LEVEL I'M 
DEALING WITH, 
k ANYWAY, HERE j 
GOES- dk 


^ DID I LIE TO YOU 
W AND USE YOU? YES' IT WAS ^ 
r MY EFFORT TO GAIN YOUR TRUST ~ 
BECAUSE I KNEW HOW YOU'D REACT 
IF I INITIALLY CONFRONTED YOU IN MY 
TRUE VIOLATOR FORM, INSTEAD 
1 PLAYED MY PART BECAUSE YOUR 
l KIND ALWAYS ACTS OUT OF ANGER A 
X TO THINGS THEY DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


BECAUSE " 

YOU'RE NOT WILLING TO\i 
r ABSORB THE FACT THAT " 
SOMEONE LIKE ME ISN'T SO 
DIFFERENT THAN YOU. J VE 
BEEN CURSED TOO/ HAD MY 
IDENTITY TAKEN FROM ME 
TOO! NOW ALL I'M CAPABLE 
Y OF IS HOLDING MY TRUE / 
FORM FOR A LIMITED / 
TIME PERIOD. 


FLOURING WHICH ^ 
1 CAN MORPH, SHIFT 
OR TRANSFORM INTO 
NEARLY ANY SHAPE 
k AND SIZE. Id 


r eventually ^ 

I REVERT TO MY 
CLOWNISH FORM 
AND SCURRY 
BACK INTO THE 

^ shadows, A 


BUT IT 1 
DOESN'T 
LAST 
. LONG. , 


f 
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W THE BIGGER ^ 
r QUESTION YOU 1 
SHOULD BE ASKING 
YOURSELF tS WHY? 
WHY WOULD I 
HIDE IN THE 
SHADOWS? 


^ BECAUSE. „ 

I DON'T WANT 
THEM TO FIND ME. AND ^ 
BY THEM' I'M TALKING 1 
ABOUT HEAVEN AND HELL. 

IF THEY DON'T KNOW 
WHERE I AM THAT ALLOWS / 
ME TIME TO CONTINUE % 
L PLOTTING AGAINST 
THEM. ^ m 

Fhow et really WGRKS^^^^^B^B 

HUMANS DON'T GO TO ^ 

HEAVEN OR HELL BASED ON ■ 

THEIR ACTIONS HERE ON 
EARTH. IT HAS HOTHtHS TO DO F\ 

WITH HOW GOOD OR EVIL A 1 
L YOU ARE. ABSOLUTELY 

nothing; ^ ^ Ji 

^ INSTEAD, 

fV EVERY TIME SOME ^ 
W ONE DIES. THEIR SOUL 

GOES TO THE SIDE THAT 
DIDN'T GET THE LAST ONE 
A PERSON DIES, THEY GO 
1 TO HEAVEN. THE NEXT 
4 PERSON THAT DIES GOES 
\ TO HELL. NEXT GOES 
\ TO HEAVEN. THEN , 
Ts. HELL. ^ 


heaven. ^ 

HELL. HEAVEN 
HELL. BACK 
AND FORTH 
l FOREVER. . 


AND BECAUSE 

W THAT'S HOW A ^ 

r SOUL'S DESTINATION IS 1 
DETERMINED. IMAGINE THE 
POSSIBILITIES... DEPENDING 
ON EXACTLY WHEN THEY 
DIED, HITLER AND BIN LADEN 
COULD BE SITTING IN 
L HEAVEN WHILE MOTHER A 
k. THERESA ROTS M. 

IN HELL. 


AND THOUGH 

W THAT THOUGHT MIGHT ^ 
r DI5TURB YOUR SENSIBILITIES-- 1 
GOD AND SATAN DISLIKE IT 
JUST AS MUCH AS YOU DO. SO 
FROM TIME TO TIME THEY TRADE 
WITH EACH OTHER. GOD WILL 
TAKE BACK MOTHER TERESA— 
l Biff HE MAY HAVE TO GIVE , 
^ UP JACK THE RIPPER IN / 
kv RETURN. 


THIS IS 
BULLSHIT* 


THE PROBLEM? 
r GOD ISN'T ALWAYS WILLING ^ 
TO SWAP THE MOST HEINOUS 
SOULS HE HAS FOR THE PURE 
ONES. YOU KNOW WHY? 
BECAUSE HE UNDERSTANDS 
THOSE CORRUPT SOULS 
l SERVE A PURPOSE FOR i 
HIM, TOO. 
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BECAUSE YOU'VE 
BEEN TAUGHT SOMETHING ^ 
ELSE FROM BIRTH?/ BECAUSE 
organized RELIGION PUTS 
A BOOK IN YOUR HANDS ON 
SUNDAY AND BRAINWASHES 
YOU INTO BELIEVING ITS 
^ SOME FLAWLESS PIECE a 
OF WORK? 


THAT DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE FACTS/ YOU'LL 
SEE IT WITH YOUR OWN EYES 
SOME DAY FOR NOW YOU'LL 
HAVE TO DEAL with IT AS 
^ BEST YOU CAN. ^ 


r YOU WANT ~ 
ME TO CONTINUE 
^ OR NOT? ^ 


KEEP 

GOING. 


LIKE I SAID, GOD 
CAN'T TRADE AWAY ALL 
W THE EVIL SOULS HE HAS FOR ^ 
THE SWEET BINGO LADIES SATAN IS 
HOLDING, BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT WHEN 
THE APOCALYPSE COMES HE DOESN'T 
WANT AN ARMY OF PASSIVE, POLITE SOULS. 

HEAVEN WOULD GET SLAUGHTERED. 
RAPISTS, MURDERERS, AND ASSASSINS 
L VERSUS A BUNCH OF SOCCER MOMS 
ISN'T GOING TO CUT IT. 

GOD GETS THAT. 


BECAUSE 

WHEN THE HOLY ^ 
WAR BREAKS OUT 
GOD WANTS HIS ARMY 
.TO BE AS RUTHLESS , 
AS HELL'S. 


AND THAT'S ^ 
WHERE WE COME 
IN, WE'RE NOT QUITE 
SO DIFFERENT IN THE 
GRAND SCHEME OF 
ALL THINGS, V 


r I'M ^ 
NOTHING 
LIKE 

t YOU/ i 
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HIS NAME IS 

r MALEBOLGIA-- RULER ^ 
OF THE 8th CIRCLE OF HELL. 
HE'S CREATED EVERY HELLS PAWN 
THAT'S EVER EXISTED... EXCEPT 
YOU . YOU'RE THE ONLY SPAWN 
THAT'S EVER BEEN BORN 
OUTSIDE OF HELL. WHICH . 
MAKES YOU UNIQUE. 


BUT NOW HE'S COMING 
BACK AFTER HIS DEFEAT.* 
AND HE DOESN'T 
LIKE WHERE THINGS ARE 
HEADED, y 


ON ^ 
TOP OF 
THAT, WE 
BOTH SERVE 
THE SAME 
MASTER' J 


■ . * IN fact- 

, / HE'S PISSED. FEELS \ 

/ BETRAYED. NOT JUST BY 
/ ME-- THOUGH I'M PRETTY 
l HIGH UP ON HIS SHIT 
* : V LIST AT THIS POINT” 

BUT BY EVERYONE-- A 
EVERYTHINa^^l 

[^^^AND YOU, 

MR. DOWNING" 

J YOU'RE GOING TO PLAY * 

A BIG PART IN HIS PLANS. W V 
BECAUSE THAT SUIT YOU WEAR - 
IT'S A WEAPON. HIS WEAPON. AND 
MALEBOLGIA, HE'S GOING TO 1 
COME FOR YOU- COME FOR IT-- «. 

THAT SUIT-- FULL THROTTLE. JmM 
\ BECAUSE HE NEEDS 

vYOU TO BE HIS SLAVE.^Pfe 
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w BUT ~ 

THERE'S A 1 " 

DIFFERENCE NOW HE'S 

.THIS TIME, LOOKING TO EXPAND 

-f HIS TURF TO EARTH- HE A 

TOLD ME DIRECTLY THAT HE 
w ^m PLANS TO END IT ALL- - TO ©RING 
■ ABOUT THE FINAL RECKONING* 
ft AND LIKE A TERRORIST BOMBER, 
ft HE'S WILLING TO KILL HIMSELF 
W&y I F IT SERVES A GREATER 

'GOOD/ AND YOU, HE SAID -- A 
YOU'RE HIS ACE IN 
i THE HOLE. <4M£ 


S SOIF \ 
' 1 HAD ANY A 
DOUBTS 
ABOUT YOUR 
'UNIQUENESS' 
BEFORE, 
MALEBOL6IA 
CONFIRMED IT 
BY MAKING YOU 
k HIS CENTER- J 
t PIECE. A 


rfmr HE'S NEVER 
|r USED A SPAWN TO ^ 
' ASSIST [N ANY DIRECT 1 
'RETRIBUTION MISSION/ 
AND THOUGH HE'S 
ALWAYS FAVORED THOSE 
HALFBREEDS- AND THERE 
HAVE BEEN PLENTY TO 
CHOOSE FROM- NONE 
^ HAVE EVER ACTUALLY J 
X SERVED AS HIS A 
W _ MESSENGER. 


W DID he ^ 
r SAY HOW ^ 
HE WAS 
PLANNING ON 
RECRUITING 
. ME TO HIS 
V SIDE? A 


wo, 

' BUT HE 
CAN'T DO 

ANYTHING 


UNTIL HE PUTS 
HIMSELF BACK 
^ TOGETHER, j 


WHAT'S THAT MEAN? 


^ DON'T ^ 
WORRY I'LL 
GET TO 
^ THAT. A 
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W RIGHT NOW, 
r THOUGH, I DON'T 
THINK HE EVEN 
KNOWS YOU EXIST. 
NOT YOU AS SPAWN 
OR YOUR COSTUME- 
BUT JIM DOWNING 
THE PERSON. 


I THINK HE 4fig! 
STILL BELIEVES Is 
r THAT UNDER YOUR 1 
SUIT YOU'RE STILL AL 
SIMMONS. THAT COULD 
HELP, YOU'RE NOW 
, AN X- FACTOR " ON j 
\ A COUPLE OF A 
FRONTS. ^ 


FIRST, I'VE M 
/ FOUGHT AND ^ 
* DESTROYED EVERY 1 
SPAWN THAT'S EVER BEEN 
SENT TO EARTH. IT DIDN'T 
MATTER WHEN THEY 
APPEARED OR WHAT KIND 
OF WEAPONS THEY TRIED 
. TO USE AGAINST ME, 

V I TOOK THEM ALL A 


HE'S THE 

W ONLY ONE THAT X 

V TOOK HIMSELF ^ 
OUT OF THE GAME 

INTENTIONALLY. AT FIRST 
I THOUGHT HE'D FINALLY 
GONE AROUND THE 
l BEND. BUT NOW-- . 

V NOW I'M NOT / 


HE MAY HAVE X" 
f ACTUALLY KNOWN ^ 
WHAT HE WAS DOING 
WHEN HE COMMITTED 
SUICIDE-- BECAUSE HIS 
SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCE 
AND YOUR IMMEDIATE 
PRESENCE HAS SHIFTED 
SOME OF THE GAME 
V PIECES AROUND. A 


W r HE ACTUALLY 
MIGHT HAVE SENSED > 
IT WOULD THROW EVERY- 
THING INTO TEMPORARY 
CHAOS-- CREATING A 
DISTRACTION BIG ENOUGH 
w TO SNEAK YOU IN THE A 
X BACK DOOR, 
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\SO SURE,^^/ 
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I V 

IM DOWN. 



yft J 


WT^ EXCEPT 
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WHICH MEANS 
f THE SECOND- ^ 
AND MORE IMPORTANT 
DIFFERENCE- - IS THAT, 
OF ALL THE SPAWNS EVER 
CREATED, YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE TO HOST A 
SYMBIOTE AHP STILL 
HAVE A BEATING HEART. 

1 THAT'S NEVER BEEN / 
DONE BEFORE. ^ 


EVERY 

r OTHER SPAWN 1 
HAD DIED IN THEIR 
HUMAN FORM AND 
BEEN 'REBORN' IN 
HELL BEFORE 
STEPPING FOOT 
BACK ON A 
EARTH. Vi 


ENTIRE COMA. 
AS FAR AS l CAN 
TELL, YOU NEVER 
V DIED. A 


I DON'T KNOW 
r WHAT THAT MEANS 1 
EXACTLY, OR WHAT 
SIGNIFICANCE IT HAS TO 
YOUR POWER LEVEL, BUT 
IT'S DEFINITELY SOME- 
THING. THAT'S PROBABLY 
WHY MALEBOLGIA HAS 
k HIS SIGHTS SET A 
Ok. ON YOU.,, 


1^^ EVEN IF HE 
r THINKS YOU'RE SIMMONS, N 
HE MUST SENSE YOUR NEW 
POWER POTENTIAL. AND IF HE 
FELT THAT IN HIS WEAKENED 
STATE AS THE 'FREAK' THEN 
YOU AND/OR YOUR COSTUME 
MUST BE DAMN NEAR 
L A WALKING A 

ATOMIC BOMB/ 
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tmm/ have ^ 
THEY BEEN 
^ THEY'RE \ WAITING 
ALL WAITING \ LONG? y 
FOR YOU IN b— t'ai 
THE MAIN * 

.CHAMBER./ V 


r GOOD. ^ 
DO THEY 
HAVE THEIR 
\ REPORT? , 


' YES. WE 
BELIEVE 
L SO. . 


YOUR ^ 
7 EMINENCE. 1 
THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING THE TIME, 
ON SUCH SHORT 
NOTICE. WE'LL TRY 
TO MAKE THIS 
L AS BRIEF AS j 
POSSIBLE, 


AS YOU KNOW, THERE 
W IS AN EXTREMELY PRESSING ^ 
MATTER UNFOLDING IN AMERICA. 
ONE WHICH WE'VE BEEN MONITORING 
QUITE CLOSELY WITH ALL OUR MOST 
RELIABLE CONTACTS, BOTH INSIDE 
AND OUTSIDE THE CHURCH. AND 
WITHOUT OVERSTATING IT- WE HAVE 
GRAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THIS 
V SITUATION AND HOW IT MAY / 
AFFECT YOUR POSITION, 

















THIS \ 

W SITUATION"" \ 
f AS YOU CALL IT- \ 
IS AN AFFRONT- AN 1 
AMERICAN PLOY TO 
ONCE AGAIN DISCREDIT 
PORTIONS OF THE 
CHURCH- AND WE 
HOPE, MR, KENDALL, 
THAT YOU'LL ADDRESS . 
i IT IMMEDIATELY k 
L IN ORDER TO A 
^ DISPEL ANY- 




Jr ACTUALLY, 
r FATHER- THE A 
INFORMATION 
WE'VE GATHERED SAYS 
THAT THE HEALER WE'VE 
BEEN INVESTIGATING- A 
v MR, JIM DOWNING- , 
V ISN'T A FRAUD. / 


IN FACT- THOUGH 

/ OUR INVESTIGATION IS STILL ^ 
IN THE EARLY STAGES- I'M GOING 1 
TO GO AS FAR AS TO SAY THAT THIS 
PARTICULAR '’SITUATION" DESERVES YOUR 
FULL AND UNDIVIDED ATTENTION UNTIL WE'VE 
DETERMINED WITH SOME DEGREE OF 
V CERTITUDE WHETHER MR. DOWNING IS A 
WITH US, OR AGAINST US. 
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r you ^ 

TALK LIKE 
HE'S SOME 
KIND OF 
v THREAT, a 


uf if TfS 

EVERYTHING YOU 
HOLD DEAR, WE 
BELIEVE HE MIGHT 
BE 11 THE SECOND 
^ COMING/' A 


THAT'S 

PREPOSTEROUS' 


YOU HIRED US FOR ~ 

OUR EXPERTISE AND NOW WE RE 
W SWING IT TO YOU. WE'VE FOUND NOTHING 
W TO DISPEL THE NOTION THAT ALL OF HIS 1 

■ ACTIONS AREN'T TRUE SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION 

■ AS YOU'LL READ IN OUR REPORT, WE'VE 

■ DONE AN EXHAUSTIVE FOLLOW-UP WITH 

SOME OF h;s DOCTORS AND MANY A 
OF THE EYE WITNESSES AT INS 
"HEALINGS/ 

O JR JOB NOW IS TO 
Y CON V I N C E Vi R. DC W Y MG TO 

AIJGN HIMSELF- w: I'M i'HL CAl'HOUC ^ 

CHURCH. AND GIVE HIS FULL SUPPORT ■ 

"O "HE PONTIFF. WE LL f LAVE A MAJOR 
PROBLEM ON OUR HANDS IF PEOPLE ■ 

THINK THEIR NEW MESSIAH IS A 
L. CONNECTED TO ANOTHER ^ 

RELIGION, 


< YOUR O 
HOLINESS-- 
WHAT IS YOUR 
. COMMAND? , 



FIND THIS 

DOWNING AND ^ 
TELL HIM HE SHALL " 
HAVE HIS SALVATION 
IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER , THE SON AND 
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND 
. THAT OUR DOORS A 
L ARE OPEN A 
ffK TO HIM. 


y" DO IT ^ 
' WITH AS MUCH 1 
SINCERITY AND 
HUMILITY AS YOU CAN, 
IF HE REFUSES- MARK 
HIM AS A HERETIC AND 
l ASSIGN HIM FOR j 
INQUISITION. A 
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^ LET ME GET THIS ^ 
STRAIGHT-- THE DEVIL 
WANTS M£TQ HELP HIM 
DESTROY EARTH. IS 
THAT RIGHT? 


^ IN A ^ 
MANNER OF 
SPEAKING... 

^ YES. > 


AND LET ME 

^CORRECT YOU. MALEB0LGIA 
ISN'T THE DEVIL, HE'S A DEVIL. 
EACH CIRCLE HAS ONE OF ITS 
OWN. THINK OF IT AS SOME . 
DEMONIC CORPORATE f 
STRUCTURE. J 1 


WHERE'S 
THAT PUT 
YOU? 


^ ATOP ^ 
MALE BO LG I AS 
l SHITLIST. ^ 


0T LIKE I'VE TOLD fA 

V YOU; I WAS HIRED TyWlVJ 
FOR THE PRESTIGIOUS WiU|i 
JOB OF TESTING AND JM 

TRAINING h:S SPAWNS. § 

AT NO POINT IN HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS TO ME DID 
HE EVER SAY NOT TO / 

CONSORT WITH MY ENEMY,/ 

V LIKE WE RE DOING S 

AJ "™ 1 now - 

■T TREASON IN HIS n 
V f EYES. PUNISHABLE ONLY 
M , BY MY DEATH. I'M NOT 

U J ABOUT TO LET THAT 

M \ HAPPEN. NOT WHEN I'VE 
V GOTTEN SO CLOSE TO . 
- sJMY GOA L. > 

w • Jf THAT WM***™ 
WOULD ■ 

L \ BE? jT 

fck . I VT2//TO ASSUME X 
mX l jlf HIS THRONE, OF\ 

I r COURSE. AND TO \ 
CONTROL THE 
Sir CIRCLE. LIKE M 
i l I SHOULD HAVE M 
* \ DONE EONS M 

\ .W. AGO. 







AS A BORN 

DENIZEN OF HELL, ^ 
W I NEVER PALTERED IN ^ 
* (V1Y DESIRE TO SEE HEAVEN 1 
BURN OR TO REVEL IN THE 
PAIN OF MANKIND'S EVENTUAL 
FALL, BUT MALEBQLGIA'S 
METHODS WOULD PLACE the 
FULL GLORY OF THAT FINAL 
i VICTORY IN THE HANDS OF / 
L HALFBREEDS" AND A 
W THAT I COULDN'T 
TOLERATE. 


r LET ME 
GUESS" YOU 
WENT WITH 
t OPTION A'. . 


I WAS LEFT 

r WITH NO CHOICE" IT ^ 
WAS BETRAY MALEBOLGIA, 
OR ALLOW HIM TO 
FOREVER TAINT THE PURITY 
OF OUR VENGEANCE A 
AGAINST GOD, 


INSTEAD ^ 
r Vi YOUR NEWT 
SIMMONS? 

YOUR NEW 

k PUPPET? NOT ^ 
~ jM SURE HOW 
' WELL THAT 
\ SITS WITH ME 
Ik CLOWN. 


FHE GOOD ^ I USED 
IT DID ME. SIMMONS. I PUSHED > 
AND PRODDED HIM UNTIL 
I HAD MY ASSASSIN. ONE 
4 THAT WOULD TEACH 

\ MALEBOLGIA A LESSON 
\ BY DECAPITATING y 
HIM, 


YOU'RE MISSING 

W THE POINT" STILL VIEWING ^ 
OUR RELATIONSHIP AS ADVERSARIAL-- 
ME VERSUS YOU, WHICH ISNT THE CASE 
I USED SIMMONS" AND EVERY SPAWN 
BEFORE HIM AS A MEANS TO AN END. 
BUT, YOU" I'M GIVING YOU A 
k CHOICE" LETTING YOU DECIDE . 
^ YOUR FATE. ^ 


^ I COUIDNTVE 

HAD THIS DISCUSSION ^ 
WITH AL, HE WAS TOO CLOSED 
OFF" NARROW-MINDED, HE 
WASN'T ABLE TO LOOK PAST HIS 
OWN ANGER OR HIS MISGUIDED 
t NOTIONS OF RIGHT AND A 
WRONG. 









x WHAT I'M NU * ^ 

* OFFERING YOUr A IfflF SIMMONS WAS 
HERE AND NOW, \ W A MURDERER AND A \ 
IS THE CHANCE TO V BASTARD WHEN HE WAS \ 
BE ANYTHING BUT A HUMAN. HE NEVER UNDER- 
PUPPET, BECAUSE, STOOD THAT. HIS BLACK HEART 
l HERE'S THE A WAS THE REASON OUR MASTER 
THING- CHOSE HIM TO START WITH. BUT 

1 v HE SUCCEEDED AT ENDING 

I 1 VV i 1 \MALE0OLGIAS REIGN OVER THE j 

V 3th CIRCLE/ AT LEAST A 

a III ^ TEMPORARILY.^^* 

/AYS THOUGHT IbwW 

*IS‘ VICTORY WAS SJ| 

JO EASY, THOUGH- VK ^ 
ELI FOR IT, IN THE ■ 

BECAUSE THERE WAS ■ 

RUM BY EVERYONE 
GRAB THE MANTLE M 
KING/' IT WAS A j 

30DY ! 

rr — 

I*! IF ^ TaMfl 
/ K^i i -/(B 1.111 


EVEN ONE of 
r MY OWN BROTHERS 
WAS WILLING KILL ME FOR 
A CHANCE AT THE THRONE- 
BUT BEFORE I GUTTED HIM 
HE WHISPERED SOME- 
V THING. HE SAID, "HE'S . 

NOT GONE/' 


^ — AT FIRST I 
/ IGNORED IT- BUT THEN ” 
f THINGS STARTED POPPING 
UP. LITTLE THINGS. THINGS THAT 
SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN HAPPENING 
. ONLY RECENTLY WAS I ABLE 
V TO FIGURE OUT WHAT A 
IT AIL MEANT' 


r MALEBOLGIA ~ 
WAS GOING TO BE 
COMING BACK" 

K EVENTUALLY, a 















r THAT'S WHEN ^ 
I LEARNED ABOUT 
. HIS PLAN. m 


HE'D TAKEN HIS 

f POWERS AND SCATTERED THEM^ 
RIGHT BEFORE HIS SUPPOSED 
DEATH* HE KNEW SOMETHING WAS 
GOING TO HAPPEN THAT DAY, SO 
HE PROTECTED HIMSELF - IN 
ADVANCE - BY SIPHONING OFF 
b PIECES OF HIMSELF AND HIDING J 
THEM HERE ON EARTH, Am 


r EACH ^4 
PIECE 
BURIED 
INSIDE ONE 
OF HIS MOST 
TRUSTED 
L SOLDIERS, A 


f THOUGH > 
NOT ALL OF 
THEM WERE 
CAPABLE OF 
ENDURING 
THEIR HIDDEN 
V GIFT.' y 


r AND NOW HE'S^ 
BEGUN PIECING 
THEM BACK 
TOGETHER. EACH 
PART MAKING 
HIM THAT MUCH 
b. STRONGER. j 


THERE'S SEVEN 
W PIECES IN AU, SMALL ^ 
HIDDEN FRAGMENTS WHICH, 
ALONE, MEAN NOTHING OF 
ANY CONSEQUENCE, BUT 
TOGETHER- TOGETHER THEY 
MAKE UP THE ESSENCE OF 
A VgVlL SOP LUSTING 
L TO DISPLAY HIS 
POWERS AGAIN 


but soon he j s ,, 

GOING TO FIND OUT 
ONE OF THOSE PIECES ISN'T ^ 
WHERE IT SHOULD BE, AND 1 
THAT'LL BE OUR CHANCE - OUR 
ONE MOMENT TO POSSIBLY 
DEFEAT HIM. BECAUSE AFTER THAT 
AFTER HE FINDS OUT IT WAS ME 
l THAT STOLE THAT PIECE AND HID j 
fa IT AWAY- ■ NOTHING AND NO A 
ONE WILL BE SPARED 
HIS WRATH. 


W WHICH ^ 
IS WHY THE 
PERSON NOW 
HOLDING IT 
DOESN'T EVEN 
KNOW IT'S 
fa THERE. A 
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BUT THAT 
WONT 
MATTER. 


BECAUSE THE 

VERY SECOND MALEBOLGlA^f 
W DISCOVERS A PIECE IS MISSING, 
IT'LL BEGIN. HE'LL DESTROY EVERY- 
THING IN HIS PATH WHILE HE LOOKS 
FOR IT AND HE LL BURN YOUR WORLD 
TO THE GROUND. I'VE SEEN HIM DO IT 
BEFORE. IT'S WHERE THE SAYING 
"SCORCHED EARTH' COMES FROM. 
NOTHING AND NO ONE WILL BE LEFT 
L STANDING' AND I'M TELLING YOU A 
HE WON'T STOP UNTIL JM 
HE FINDS IT. 


YOU DON'T WANT 
r TO LIKE ME, FINE. BUT T 
SURELY THERE MUST BE 
OTHERS IN YOUR LIFE YOU WANT 
. TO SEE LIVE. IF SO, THEN JOIN > 

^ me VAMNtrtf 


THAT'S IT. THAT'S 

W MY PITCH. I'M A F**CKER ^ 
f AND WON'T APOLOGIZE FOR IT. 1 
WHEN THE DAY COMES I'LL GLEEFULLY 
STAND ON GOD'S THROAT AND 
THANK HIM FOR ALL THE YEARS OF 
FUN HE'S GIVEN ME. FOR CREATING 
ALL THE HUMANS I KILLED ALONG 
. THE WAY AND I WON T . 

hK HAVE AN OUNCE OF X 
GUILT ABOUT IT. 


, SO, THERE'S YOUR 

V CHOICES. TAKE UP WITH ME- ^ 
AND MY ARMY OF DEMONS 
IN ORDER TO SAVE THE WORLD OR 
TRY AND DO SOMETHING ON YOUR 
OWN. WHICH IS A DEATH SENTENCE 
FOR EVERYONE.' MYSELF 
^ INCLUDED.' IT'S TIME TO PICK A 
YOUR POISON/ 


F**K ^ 
YOU, 
CLOWN/ 












YOU 

WISH.' 


^ BESIDES, YOU'RE 
r THE ONE THAT WANTED 1 
ALL THIS HONESTY 
BULLSHIT- - AND NOW THAT 
I'VE GIVEN IT TO YOU YOU'RE 
GOING TO WHAT? RUN 
AWAY? BECAUSE YOU'RE . 
L NOT MAN ENOUGH TO . 
tVv. HANDLE IT'? 


THAT'S 
RIGHT/ 
BESIDES 
IF YOUR 
BOSS”, 


Oitft ^ 
Htoeet you 

HAVBH’tmn 

USrSNMG?! HU 

CWTSV BOTH 
V OF US! y 


FINE/ IF 'VtK"^Z 
> BOSS IS SUPPOSED 1 
TO BE AS BIG A THREAT 
TO YOU, ME, AND EVERY 
DAMN THING HE 
TOUCHES” AS YOU SAY” 
VVHY WAIT ’TIL NOW TO 
BRING IT UP? WHY WAIT 
UNTIL WE'RE IN THIS 
POSITION TO SAY ANY- . 
L THING ABOUT ANY A 
OF THIS? 


r AND ^ 
BEFORE YOU 
ANSWER- - 
. DON'T/ a 


BECAUSE THERE 
W ISN'T ANYTHING YOU ^ 
COULD POSSIBLY SAY THAT 
WOULD EXCUSE THAT MISTAKE 
SO YOU WANT A PARTNER- 
FIND YOURSELF ANOTHER OF 
YOUR DEMON BUDDIES YOU 
L KEEP TELLING ME ARE a 
ROAMING AROUND. 


r YOU AND 1 ^ 
ARE OFFICIALLY 
^ DONE/ a 


r i wish \ 

tT WERE 
THAT EASY, 
v JIM . V 







SO, IN KEEPING WIT H 
THE THEME OF THE EVENING, X 
r HERE'S THE TRUTH- - IF WE PART WAYS' 
YOU GO LEFT., I GO RIGHT- THAT 
WONT END IT NOT BY A LONG 
SHOT. I'LL FIND NEW METHODS WITH 
WHICH TO MOTIVATE YOU. METHODS YOU 
l WON'T LIKE. METHODS THAT MIGHT 
k. EVEN HURT THOSE WHO HANG X 
AROUND YOU. 


r by THE ^ 

WAY f HOW ARE 
SARA AND MARC 
DOING THESE 
^ DAYS? ^ 


FINE. THEY'RE 
BOTH FINE/ 
YOU'D BETTER 
HOPE THEY STAY 
THAT WAY. > 


OHHH! ^ 
SEEMS I'VE 
HIT A NERVE, 
THAT SHOULDN'T 
t SURPRISE YOU., 


BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT 
W I DO, JIM- 1 ENCOURAGE ^ 
r PEOPLE, GENTLY NUDGE THEM ’ 
TO LOOK PAST THEIR EMOTIONS 
AND FACE THE COLD, HARD FACT OF 
REALITY. IF THAT DOESN'T WORK, 
THERE'S A HIGH PROBABILITY THAT 
L SOMEONE THEY CARE J 


IT'S NOT ^ 
SOMETHING I WANT. 
AND, BELIEVE ME-- YOU 
DON'T EITHER. I'M NOT 
MAKING ANY THREATS" 
JUST BEING STRAIGHT 
V WITH YOU. ^ 


AND NOT THAT 
YOU GIVE A CRAP BUT AS ^ 
MUCH AS YOU DISLIKE THE V 
THOUGHT OF PARTNERING UP ft 
WITH ME- YOU CAN'T EVEN 
IMAGINE HOW DESPERATE I ft 
MUST BE TO EVEN THINK OF A' 


SO, JIM 
WHAT'S IT 
GOING TO 
BE? 
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FOR ACCIDENTALLY 
DISAPPEARS. ^ 
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WJ^ FOR NOW. RUT 

ONLY BECAUSE I STILL 
W NEED ANSWERS. AND I THINK ^ 
f YOU'RE KEEPING MORE FROM ME 1 
THAN YOU'RE LETTING ON-- ABOUT 
WHO I AM, ABOUT MY POWERS. 
ABOUT EVERYTHING/ BUT THE SECOND 
WE RE CLEAR OF THIS MESS-- ONCE 
MALEBOLGIA'S DEAD, AND 1 HAVE 
^ MY LIFE BACK TOGETHER- YOU 
k AND ME, WE'RE GONNA HAVE A 
Pv ANOTHER SERIOUS HEART- 
r/' W TO -HEART TALK. 


I'LL 

HELP. 


ONLY 

SEEMS 

FAIR. 


TO KEEP LIVENS 
r YOUR LIFE THE WAY ^ 
YOU HAVE BEEN. STEP AS 
FAR OUT INTO THE LIGHT 
AS YOU POSSIBLY CAN- 
EMBRACE YOUR CELEBRITY. 
k WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT, A 
* . I'LL BE IN TOUCH, 


r WHAT ^ 
DO YOU 
NEED FROM 
ME THEN? . 


IN THE 

W MEANTIME- I'M ^ 
FGOING TO TRY AND HEAD! 
OFF MALEBOLGIA AT THE 
PASS. MAYBE I'LL GET 
LUCKY. BUT/... IF SOME- 
THING SHOULD HAPPEN TO 
ME, A MESSENGER WILL 
t COME SEE YOU WITH j 
K FURTHER A 

^ INSTRUCTIONS, 


W YCU'VE 
U MADE THF 
RIGHT 

1 DEC SION. 

JIM. J 

AND 

r THOUGH ^ < 
YOU DON'T SEE IT W 
NOW- I'M TELLING W 
YOU-- WERE THE / 
k GOOD GUYS / 
HERE/ 








vv 




MA'AM? 


I KNOW 

YOU'RE AFRAID, ^ 
SARA. 1 SCARED YOU 
THE OTHER NIGHT. 1 WAS 
WRONG TO DO THAT. 
BUT 1 NEED YOUR HELP. 
YOUR SUPPORT. ^ 


I CANT DO 
THIS ALONE 
ANYMORE.. 


HELLO, M A AM? 

r MY NAME IS DETECTIVE ^ 
ROWAN D, I'M ON SPECIAL 
ASSIGNMENT WITH THE N.YP.D. 
AND WE RECEIVED A CALL FROM 
SOME FRIENDS OF YOURS 
L WHO ARE WORRIED ABOUT^J 
m YOUR SAFETY. 


W r IF YOU RE HOME, ^ 
SARA, PLEASE OPEN THE 
DOOR. I'D LIKE TO CONFIRM 
THAT YOU'RE OKAY-' AND, 
IF YOU'RE UP TO IT 1 HAVE 
SOME QUESTIONS I'D LIKE 
TO ASK YOU ABOUT 
MR. DOWNING. 


DON T 
ANSWER 
IT. 









^ JUST ^ 
COME WITH 
v ME,.- , 


I'M ABOUT TO 
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Two weeks ago. 



I DID, THANK YOU FOR ^ 
YOUR PROMPTNESS, AGENT KRUGER. 
AND BEFORE WE BEGIN- YOU UNDER- 
STAND I'LL DENY THIS CONVERSATION 
EVER TOOK PLACE. ^ 


CJ.A. SUBSTATION, 
NEW YORK CITY : 


UNDERSTOOD, 


BECAUSE AS FAR ^ 
AS THIS DEPARTMENT KNOWS 
OUR SUBJECT HAS ALREADY 
BEEN ERASED. 


~ YOU ’ 
ASKED TO 
SEE ME, 
DIRECTOR 
t KURTZ? , 


YES, DIRECTOR 


T I NEED X 
TO BE ABLE 
TO TRUST YOU 
EXPLICITLY WITH 
THIS SENSITIVE 
hf. MATTER, y 


SO HERE'S 

F WHAT WE'RE UP * 
AGAINST. A SITUATION 
HAS COME UP- ONE 
THAT COULD QUICKLY 
TURN INTO A HUGE 
PROBLEM, YOUR 
SPECIAL TALENTS 
ARE REQUIRED, 4 


' DO YOU > 
KNOW WHAT 
THIS IS, 

^ KRUGER? > 


^ YES, MA'AM. ^ 
I'VE ALREADY BEEN 
FULLY BRIEFED ON 
THE "DOWNING" 
OPERATION, ^ 


NOT ALL OF IT. YOU 
SEE, TWO DAYS AGO, A 
. MR. MARC ROSEN -- 


DOWNING'S 

PERSONAL 

MANAGER. 


YES, DOWNING'S ^^B 
MANAGER, HE'S A FAILED 
r REPORTER WITH MORE THAN A 1 
FEW MEDIA CONTACTS IN HIS BACK 
POCKET TWO DAYS AGO, MR, ROSEN 
SENT THIS PHOTO- A PHOTO NOBODY, 
MYSELF INCLUDED, SHOULD'VE EVEN 
KNOWN EXISTED, MUCH LESS 
HAD ACCESS TO, HE SENT IT TO A 
L SELECT GROUP OF INVESTIGATIVE A 
REPORTERS ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY. 


WHAT HAD BEEN, ^ 
FOR VERY SPECIFIC REASONS, 
A LONG DORMANT FILE, WITH 
A SUBJECT LONG FORGOTTEN, 
HAS NOW SUDDENLY COME 
. AWAKE. I NEED YOU TO PUT 
^ IT BACK TO SLEEP. ^ 


y W'HATI NEED^\ 
FROM YOU IS THAT 
YOU MAKE SURE THIS 
SITUATION COMES TO 
AN APPROPRIATE 
CONCLUSION. 


I'LL DO WHAT NEEDS 
TO BE DONE. 


w THE SEVERITY 
OF WHAT THIS 
PICTURE REPRESENTS 
HAS BECOME MY 

^ TOP PRtQRtTY ^ 


1 KNOW ^ 
YOU WILL. 
THAT'S WHY 
YOU WERE 
PICKED. ^ 
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CLEVELAND, 

OHIO. 


CHICAGO , 
ILLINOIS . 


HOUSTON, 

TEXAS. 


LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA. 


BALTIMORE , 
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r C'MON, X 
STOP 

WIGGLING. I 

NEED TO GET 
THIS TIE 
v STRAIGHT. J 


f IF I DIDN'T X. 
f KNOW ANY \ 

BETTER, I'D SWEAR \ 

YOU WERE NERVOUS,,. X 
THOUGH I CANT 
\IMAGINE 

/ — 'CUT THE^^O) 
/SARCASM. YOU'VE X 
/ MADE IT PERFECTLY 
/ CLEAR YOU THINK I'M 
CRAZY FOR DOING THIS 
\ IN THE FIRST PLACE, 

\ BUT I CAN'T GO 
tk ON LIVING THE / 
/X WAY I AM. / 


I KNOW. I'M 

f JUST GIVING YOU A X 
HARD TIME. DON'T WORRY, 
I'VE GOT YOUR BACK ON THIS. 
WE'LL MAKE IT WORK- ONCE 
WE FIND THE FUNDING- BUT 
YOU'RE RIGHT IT'S YOUR 
LIFE, AND THOUGH 1 CAN'T 
IMAGINE WHAT YOU'VE BEEN 
GOING THROUGH, YOU'RE THE 
ONE THAT'S BEEN PUTTING 
L UP WITH ALL THIS A 
CRAP, NOT ME, 


REALLY. 


IF YOU DON'T 
MIND, I'M GOING TO 
W m STAY BACK HERE WHILE YOU 1 
B m DO YOUR THING, I DON'T WANT 
■ m THERE TO BE ANY DISTRACTIONS 
M TO WHAT YOU'RE TRYING TO GET 
ACROSS. BESIDES, I'M ADDICTED 
\\\ TO MY PHONE AND CAN'T LEAVE 
\\ \ IT ALONE FOR TWO SECONDS, 
\\ \ AND I WOULDN'T WANT YOU TO j 
\\ \ THINK I WASN'T PAYING 
1 ATTENTION, 

> THAT'S FlNEXXr — v\ 

DO WHAT YOU \ X\ W 

HAVE TO. I'LL SEE \F 

YOU WHEN IT'S j 
V ALL OVER.. X M 


r so I'M ^ 
COMPLETELY 
ON YOUR 
^ SIDE, j 


W cool.' 

f AND NOT B 

THAT i m a B 

WORRY -WART B 

OR ANYTHING, 

BUT 1 TOLD 
SUSAN NOT TO 
LET YOU OUT OF / AYE-AYE 
HER SIGHT. /CAPTAIN 
V RIGHT, /"^—v 
\ SUSAN? / \ 


r YOU CAN 
DO THIS, JIM, 
GOOD LUCK 
, TO YOU,. 
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W mm AP P R EC LATE YO U M 
W ■ SAYING THAT J 
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I'M GO ING 

Y TO DOUBLE-CHECK \ 
TO MAKE SURE ' 
EVERYTHING IS SET UP 
PROPERLY. WE'VE GOT TEN 
MINUTES TIL SHOWTIME/ 
I'LL DO A OUICK INTRO r 
L THEN YOU CAN J. 
COME OUT. y 


r DOES HIS X 
NEUROTIC 
PERFECTIONIST ' 
BEHAVIOR EVER 
t GET YOU? y EVERY ^ 
m — yf SECOND 
¥ JH OF EVERY 


I'M PROUD OF ^ 
WHAT YOU'RE DOING, 
JIM. I DON'T KNOW IF 
I'VE MADE THAT CLEAR 
WITH ALL THE INSANITY 
SWIRLING AROUND. I 
HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO 
SPEND ALL THE TIME I'D 
V LIKE WITH YOU. ^ 


MAYBE... ^ 
I DON'T KNOW 
MAYBE LATER 
WHEN MARC'S OFF 
DOING HIS THING, 
WE COULD GET 
L. TOGETHER...? a 


LOOK, I'M VI 
W REALLY FLATTERED ^ 
BY ALL YOUR ATTENTION. N 
IT'S HELPED MY EGO 
IMMENSELY, BUT WE CAN'T 
DO THIS. IT'S NOT FAIR TO 
YOU AND IT'S NOT FAIR TO 
MARC. IT'D BREAK HIS A 
i HEART IF HE KNEW A 
^ WHAT WE DID. yl 


YOU'RE A 

r WONDERFUL, VIBRANT,^ 

SEXY WOMAN, BUT WE V! 

MADE A MISTAKE. WE OWE 

IT TO EVERYONE NOT TO DO /YOU RE ^ 

. THAT AGAIN. DOES THAT / RIGHT. 

MAKE SENSE? YOU NEED 

TO FOCUS 

WrZ n o w. i m 

^ SORRY. . 


r THERE'S 1 
NOTHING 
1 CAN DO 
TO CHANGE 
YOUR 

L MIND? A 



/ 1 


1 



W DON'T 1 

|k-1 

^ BE. J 


n. 1 


m V 
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HEY, YOU TWO/ 
WHAFS UP? 


NOTHING MUCH, > 
SUSAN WAS JUST WISHING 
ME LUCK. CALMING ME 
^ DOWN. 


r PERFECT/ BUT YOU ^ 
MISSED MY INTRO. THEY'RE 
. WAITING FOR YOU/ ^ 


I GUESS 
THIS IS IT 
THEN? 


DON'T ^ 
r WORRY, YOU'LL ^ 
KNOCK THIS OUT 
OF THE PARK. 
JUST TAKE A DEEP 
BREATH AND 
SPEAK FROM THE 
, HEART YOU'LL a 
k BE FINE. A 





• 

■, t 

/ 

f 

L .< 

f 

\r 

1 \T 












GOOD 

^ AFTERNOON, LADIES ^ 
r AND GENTLEMEN. I D LIKE ' 
TO START BY THANKING EACH 
OF YOU FOR BEING HERE. I'M 
SURE ALL OF YOU ARE QUITE 
BUSY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR 
. HELP IN GETTING ACROSS y 
X WHAT I'M ABOUT / 
I TO SAY. .n 


AS MOST OF 

YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, 
MY NAME IS JIM DOWNING, 
THOUGH, TO BE HONEST, I 
CANT SAY WITH CERTAINTY 
THAT IT IS MY ACTUAL 
^ NAME, ^ 


WHICH IS ^ 
ONE OF THE 
REASONS 
I'M HERE 
v TODAY. A 














^ I'M DOING THIS TO ^ 
GIVE MYSELF A PURPOSE 
IN UFE... A PURPOSE I'VE 
BEEN SEARCHING FOR 
SINCE COMING OUT OF 
^ MY COMA. 


W BUT, THE V 
r BIGGER REASON ^ 

IS TO announce- 

BEGINNING TODAY- - THE 
DEVELOPMENT STAGES 
OF A NEW , 

X FOUNDATION. 


INITIALLY, 

r WE WILL CONSULT ' 
WITH A BATTERY OF 
SPECIALISTS , WHO WILL 
VERIFY THE SAFETY OF 
^MY SPECIAL POWERS A 
ON OTHERS. ^ 




/ ITS GOAL 1 
WILL BE TO 
HELP THOSE 
WHOSE 
CONDITIONS 
ARE BEYOND 
THE REACH OF 
MAINSTREAM 
V MEDICINE. J 


/ WE \ 
f INTEND TO > 
FUNCTION 
IN BROAD 
PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE 
MEDICAL 
t ESTABLISH- j 

V ME NT A 


W' SOME 
r OF YOU HAVE' 
REPORTED 
LATELY THAT I VE 
BEEN IN HIDING. 

IT S ACTUALLY 
BEEN MORE OF 
. A PERSONAL . 

RETREAT A 


" H 




ONCE WE 

r GET CLEARANCE, 

I WILL CREATE A SYSTEM 
ALLOWING PEOPLE IN NEED OF 
MY ABILITIES TO BE CHOSEN 
^ FOR PARTICIPATION r A 


Mhfe 


PR. ' 

h- 


A. 


^ IT BECAME ^ 

V clear to ME 1 

THAT BY EMBRACING 
MY NEW LIFEj AND 
EXPANDING ITS REACH, 
I COULD HAVE A 
POSITIVE IMPACT 
t ON PEOPLE A 

■X IN NEED. . - 


X IF THIS X 
UNDERTAKING N 
LEADS TO ANY 
CLUES REGARD/ /VG 
/MY PAST LVFE- - 1 XL 
COA/S/DER that 

.ASA PERSONAL > 
tv. G/FT. X 


|T* . • >i Kr 


r I D NOW ^ 
LIKE TO LAY 
OUT THE 
BROAD 
PARAMETERS 
OF OUR 
PROGRAM 















HE'S 

REALLY 

GOOD, 


MAKE ,W ^ 

DAY AMD TELL M 
ME YOU'VE GOT fj 
SOMETHING FOR 
l ME, BUD/ >^Y£AH^ 

MARC... 1 
■ I’VE GOT 
! some: HI KG. 
ft SOMETHING 
ft BIG? 
ft Bur-- A 


NOW 

WHAT?/ 


HELLO, 


MARC? 


j 


V YEAH, 1 
WHO IS 
THIS? I'M 
KIND OF 
BUSY 
L MOW. A 


ITS GARY**. 

J GARY WHALEN. 1 
r AMD, UH" I WAS 
JUST - HEH- JUST 
CALLIN' ABOUT THAT 
THING- THE PICTURE 
YA KNOW? THAT 
L PHOTO YOU SENT J 
ftk*. OVER—* 


^ GARY'- A 
SHIT HOLD ON 
A SECOND , I 
NEED TO STEP 
L OUTSIDE . 


SUSAN- ^ 
I'VE GOTTA 
TAKE THIS. 
I'LL BE RIGHT 
^ BACK, v 





^ MEET? GARY, > 
I TOLD YOU I'M 
BUSY, JUST GIVE 
IT TO ME, MAN. 
TELL ME WHAT 
v YOU FOUND. 


^ I CAN'T. X 
jYOT over the 
PHONE -- AND NO - 
UH— NO E-MAILS 

V either. ^ 


WHY? 

WHAT'S 

L UP? . 


NOTHING. X 
f IT'S JUST -- YOUR \ 
ER/END-I CAME \ 
ACROSS SOME7H//V6- ) 
INFO YOU'LL WANT TO 
SEE YOURSELF. ON THE 
PHOTO, AND SOME 
l STUFF ON WHO HE A 
i IS - OR WHO HE A\ 

hV might be. .ml 


YOU 

r SERIOUS? 

YOU FOUND SOME 
THING ON JIM? 

SOMETHING 

^PRECOMA?^ 




r YEAH , tm YEAH, \ ^ 

THAT'S RIGHT. ABOUT \ 

HIM AND THE WOMAN \ 

TOO. BUT I DON'T WANT L 
TO DO THIS OVER THE 7 
, PHONE . THATS NOT A / 

L. P ROBLEM, IS JT? 

H\IOXO. THArS^X, 
W FINE/ THAT MAKES SENSE. ^ 
■ SO YOU WANT ME TO COME UP 
B TO BALTIMORE,. OR YOU WANT 
^ TO HEAD THIS WAY? EITHER A 
ONE WORKS FOR ME. ^ 


HOW ABOUT 
TOMORROW? I CAN % 
BE IN TOWN - LET S SAY 
ABOUT THREE O'CLOCK 
AT GRAND CENTRAL . flV 
k, THE MAW LOBBY. ^ 


* OKAY- YEAH, I 

CAN DO THAT. AND, GARY- 
SERIOUSLY-- THANKS A 
x LOT FOR THIS. 


SURE, MARC. NO PROBLEM 


ALL RIGHT SEE YOU 
TOMORROW THEN. 


cams 


I + * + I DID 
WHAT YOU ASKED. 
NOW, PLEASE- - 
I'VE TOLD YOU I 
DON'T KNOW 
ANYTHING. 


I v , jraL-J f, 

i Mw t 
/ • 


MAAM? 

. 7 THE FINAL y 
1/ TARGET HAS BEEN 
u ELIMINATED. ALL 
r jW/ HIES HAVE BEEN 
IT WflPED. AND THE 
r J MEET/A/G HAS BEEN 
SET W/T/ATWG 
OPERA I/OAP / * 

A JUDAS ON YOUR 

Nf\ GO-AHEAD^ * • 

/' i ■ i Jr, I \ 'im * V t A ■ 

/ 1 n 

PROCEe5*\ Y , 
AGENT 




■ ' KRUGER , 

■ 1 







*, r NQT BE 

r TAKING QUESTIONS, N 
BUT WILL FOLLOW UP 
WITH A PRESS RELEASE THAT 
WILL PROVIDE A FULL SET > 
OF DETAILS. ^ 


MR, 

DOWNING, 
S PLEASE? 


r THANK ^ 
YOU 

FOR YOUR 
TIME. A 


JIM? 


f MR. 
DOWNING? 


^ MR. 
DOWNING? 


^ WOW/ THAT 
r WAS IMPRESSIVE.' YOU ^ 
HAD 'EM EATING OUT OF 
THE PALM OF YOUR HAND 
THE WHOLE TIME. EVEN 
SAW A FEW FEMALE 
t REPORTERS CHECKING A 
YOU OUT, 


HONESTLY/ 
NO JOKING 
AROUND-- 
I WAS 
t OKAY? , 


OH, 

Y PLEASE-- ^ 
r YOU'RE A " 
NATURAL UP 
THERE. IT S LIKE 
YOU CASTA SPELL 
OVER THEM 
L OR SOME- 4 
^ THING, 


fr THANKS. ^ 
r I WAS A BIT ^ 
NERVOUS, BUT 1 
REALLY APPRECIATE 
THE SUPPORT YOU, 

, MARC AND SARA . 

HAVE- A 


W SHE'S ^ 
r PRETTY BUSY, T 
UPSTATE. I 
HAVEN'T TALKED 
TO HER 
SINCE LAST A 
^ WEEK. A 


r SPEAKING ^ 
OF WHICH... 
WHERE IS SHE? 

I KIND OF 
FIGURED SARA 
WOULD'VE BEEN 
l HERE TODAY, a 
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SARA.,.? 


W IF YOU'RE ^ 
r ASKING HOW 
IT ALL WORKS- - 
YOU'RE RIGHT/ 

1 DON'T KNOW, 
NOT EVERYTHING, 
BUT 1 CANT 
L LET THAT STOP, 
MB . A 


WHAT'S 

WRONG? 


W YOUR POWERS, 
r HOW CAN YOU ~ 
CONTROL SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW HOW IT 
WORKS? NOT THE 
GOOD STUFF, NOT THE 
l SAVING PEOPLE'S a 
LIVES STUFF, 


r THE DARK ' 
PART, THE 
THING YOU 
TOOK ME INTO, 
WHERE'S 
THAT COM E 
k FROM? A 


^ I'M NOT WILLING ^ 
TO WAJT AROUND 
WHILE EVERYONE TRIES TO 
CHASE US DOWN- TRYING 
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT 
THE HELL 1AM, ^ 


DJD 

YOU 

HEAR 

ME? 


W I SAID 1 

’ I WANT 
TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
1 WANT TO 
USE MY 
POWERS 
FOR SOME- 
l THING 
L GOOD, A 


WHY? 


A week earlier 


r _ 
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I'M 

LEAVING 


WHAT? 

WHY? 


BUT YOU 
DID, 




THERE'S A ^s. 

W JOB- ITS OUT NJ 
~ OF TOWN, I'VE BEEN \ 
TRYING TO FIND STEADY 
WORK SINCE THE HOSPITAL 
BURNED DOWN AND THIS 
PLACE, THEY'RE WILLING 
TO GIVE ME FULL-TIME j 
L WORK. AT LEAST ON A 
A TRIAL BASIS. m 


*r?l V I 


WHEN 
ARE YOU 
COMING 
BACK? _ 

"when IT'S 
TIME. GOD WILL 
LET ME KNOW. 

THIS IS 
BECAUSE OF 
ME, ISN'T IT? AND 
WHAT I DID TO 
YOU? 

"NO, YES. 

I DON'T KNOW, 

MAYBE YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 

WHEN YOU WERE 
IN YOUR COMA, I DREAMED 
ABOUT YOU EVERY NIGHT. I 
PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD 
WATCH OVER YOU AND DELIVER 
YOU BACK TO US, BECAUSE IN MY 
HEART I KNEW YOU WERE SPECIAL, 
THAT YOU WEREN'T LIKE THE REST, 
BUT" AND I HATE MYSELF FOR 
SAYING THIS-- THERE'S SOME- 
THING NOT QUITE RIGHT 
ABOUT ALL OF THIS. 

WHAT YOU DID 
THE OTHER NIGHT,,, TAKING US 
FROM THE ALLEYS BACK TO 
HERE?.' WHAT YOU DID,,* THAT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE/ AND I CAN'T 
FIGURE OUT IF THAT'S A GOOD 
OR BAD THING, 


HOW DOES 
ALL THIS WORK? 
YOUR GUESS IS AS 
GOOD AS MINE, IT 
JUST DOES. I WAS 
TRYING TO PROTECT 
YOU. NOT SCARE 
YOU. 


r WHAT DO YOU ^ 
MEAN, WHY? BECAUSE 
IF I DON'T THEY WON'T 
REST UNTIL THEY GET 
V THEIR STORY/ ^ 


I'M NOT 

Y WILLING TO ^ 
r PUT YOU THROUGH 1 
ANY MORE OF THIS. 
AND ON TOP OF THAT 
IF I DONT DO SOME- 
THING FOR MYSELF 
* I LL GO INSANE/ I , 
L NEED TO DEFUSE A 
THIS. 


r BUT I ^ 
CANT DO 
IT ALONE. I 
NEED ., j 










1 KNOW. ^ 
AND XXL HAVE ^ 
TO LIVE WITH MYSELF, 1 
KNOWING HOW MUCH 
PAIN I'M PUTTING YOU 
THROUGH. BUT IF IT 
MAKES YOU FEEL ANY 
BETTER-- SOME OF THE 
STUFF I CAN DO 
SCARES THE CRAP OUT 
OF ME, TOO, TO THE 
POINT WHERE I 
L CAN'T SLEEP AT A 
^ NIGHT. ^ 


AND IF I ^ 
r DON'T DO SOME- ^ 
THING ABOUT IT 
1 DON'T KNOW HOW 
MUCH MORE I'M 
GOING TO BE ABLE TO 
TAKE. YOU'VE TOLD 
ME THAT YOU THINK 
OF YOURSELF AS AN 
OUTSIDER, WELL I 
AM TOO, BECAUSE I 
UNDERSTAND HOW 
L LONELY THAT A 
^ CAN BE„ ^ 






LOOK, ^ 
f SUSAN, I 1 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON IN YOUR 
HEAD, BUT YOU 
AND I ARE 
l OVER. WHAT a 
k WE— A 


SO YOU F*CKED 
HER TOO, THEN?* 


WHAT?/ 


SARA'S NOT 
TALKING TO YOU, so 
I'M GUESSING YOU DID THE 
'PUMP AND DUMP' WITH 
HER TOO, SEEMS TO BE J 
YOUR M.O. 


BUT ^ 
THAT'S FINE. 

I'M NOT 
JEALOUS, WE 
CAN SHARE 
k YOU. A 


+ Jssue 20Z--Todd 


^ SO YOU'VE ^ 
r SAID AND I BELIEVE 1 
YOU BUT- ARE WE 
GOING TO OPEN UP AN 
ACCOUNT AND ACCEPT 
DONATIONS? BECAUSE 
WITH YOUR ABILITIES, 
THE CASH WILL 
L COME ROLLING A 
IN, BUT" ^^A 


SECOND- V--T 
W I'M NOT SURE 4 
r IF ANY OF US 1 
KNOWS HOW CRAZY 1 
THINGS ARE GOING 
TO GET FROM HERE 
ON OUT, MY BIGGEST 
CONCERN ]$, I STILL 
DON 'T KNOW HOW 
WE'RE GOING TO 
i PULL THIS OFF. A 
k THE MONEY A 
fV ALONE- ^ 


^ JIM? OH ^ 
MY GOD, MAN" 
THAT WAS- YOU 
. NAILED IT! s 


^ FIRST- - 1 D1DN T 
f RUN OFF, I'M ALREADY ^ 
GETTING PRESS HUS FOR 
INTERVIEWS AND EXCLUSIVES, 
THAT'S WHAT THAT CALL WAS. 

I STEPPED OUT BEFORE 
v MY PHONE STARTED a 
BLOWING UR 


WHERE D 
YOU RUN 
OFF TO? 









ARE YOU TELLING 
r ME YOU WANT TO DO THIS ^ 
WITHOUT CASH? WAKE UP/ 
BECAUSE IF THAT'S TRUE, THEN 
THAT FOUNDATION YOU JUST 
, ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD? . 
IT CAN'T EXIST/ 


r I ALREADY ^ 
TOLD YOU - NO 
CHARITABLE 
DONATIONS-- NOT 
UNTIL WE'RE 
^ ESTABLISHED A 


YEAH-- ALL 

r RIGHT. THOUGH ^ 
AT ANY POINT ARE YOU 
PLANNING ON FILLING ME 
IN ON JUST HOW THIS 
L IS GOING TO COIUE j 


r EVENTUALLY.^ 
FOR NOW-- YOU 
HANDLE THE 
PRESS AND TAKE 
YOUR PHONE 
CALLS. A 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
BUSINESS. 


F WHAT 
r THE HELL 
, DOES THAT 
L MEAN? y 


1 1 



L 
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TOGETHER? ^ 





h 

K ik 


J ^ 














r coward; ^ 

SHOW 

yourself; 

OR ARE YOU 
. AFRAID ? , 


HOW POES 

rr feel to ] 

NOWHERE? *“^0 

*■ — —f TO ££ 

fehHf fSOLAIEt? 

FROM 
d\ BVBRY- 
I\ THING? , 


J' W" . » ■ ?»: _ — 


^ YOUR FAILURE ^ 
TO KILL ME WAS A 
MISTAKE.* NOW YOU'RE 
^ SURROUNPEP, j 


'See issue 20 6- -TOOP 


— 






r /OU'RE ^ 
THE ONE 
1UATN££t?5 TO 
EE APR Aft?, 
t NOT ME. J 


^ RfSHT NOW, 

\ yOU ANP 1 ARE 
GOING TO HA^E A TALK. 
/OURE COINS TO TELL 
ME EVERyTHINS YOU KNOW 
A0OUT PLURft HI5 
V FLAN5. HI5 MOTIVED. A 
|>S^ EVER/tUINC' 


r anv when ^ 

you'Re vom- 

vm COINS TO HURT 
. you. REAL 3AV. - 


50 MV "'^5 
ONLY QUESTION >1 
X 15, HOW MUCH (?0 yOU ^ 
r WANTTO 5UFFER? THE MORE 1 
vetaiu? you sr/E me, the 

LE55 PAIN. yOU CH005E. ANC> 
IN ALL UON£5Ttf T HOPE TO HELL 
yOU (SET EFfANT AMP ClAM 
UP ON ME- 0ECAU5E IV LIKE 
NOTH! NS MORE THAN TO 

V take out all my J 
on you/ 


r 50.*. ~ 

WHAT'5 IT 
SO I NS TO ffi 
. PEMON7 













^ I STILL DON'T ^ 
THINK irs FAIR WE 
LEFT YOU WITH 
^ SUCH A MESS, j 


rp^ GO ON. I x 
f CAN HAN DIE A > 
LITTLE RUBBISH. 
I'M JUST THANKFUL 
FOR WHAT YOU 
. LADIES DID FOR , 
JV ME TONIGHT 


OUR PLEASURE, 
SWEETY. WE KNOW IT'S 
BEEN ROUGH ON YOU 
SINCE JOHN'S PASS1NG- 
SO ITS THE LEAST WE 
X COULD DO. 


V SHHHH/ i 
YOU'RE WAKING THE 
NEIGHBORS. THEY'LL 
GLARE AT ME 
X TOMORROW. 


6'NIGHT 
MARCIE. 
WE LOVE 
YOU* 


G'NIGHT, 




Lr^ BESIDES, HOW ^ 
ELSE ARE WE GOING 
TO BE ABLE TO HANG OUT 
WITH A BABY, SINCE WE'RE 
ALL JUST SEX DEPRAVED 
OLD MAIDS THESE DAYS . 
ANYWAY...? ^ 


■ 


t PAM . 

FORGOT ABOUT 
W OUR LITTLE ONE-NIGHT 

1 stand-nympho - 

i V QUEEN OVER HERE. 


G GGLE 


^ THAT REMINDS ^ 
ME... I HAVEN'T HAD 
A ROMP TONIGHT 
CAN YOU DROP ME 
AT THE PUB DOWN 
^ THE STREET? ^ 










I. 



A FRIEND. 
OF YOUR LATE 
. HUSBAND. 


' YOU SEE, ^ 
I SAVE JOHN 
SOMETHING 
TO HIDE FOR 
V ME.„ a 






tag 







AND WHAT 

JOHN NEVER WANTED ^ 
TO ACKNOWLEDGE WAS 
THAT HIS SUICIDE (MAY HAVE 
ENDED HIS OBLIGATION, 
BUT IT DIDN'T PREVENT HIM 
FROM PASSING MY HIDDEN 
L TREASURE ALONG TO A 
SOMEONE ELSE. m 


r ISN'T ^ 
THAT RIGHT 
LITTLE 

l JENNIE? A 


1 1 1 A 

1 J i 

hi e| 
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FINALLY/ 

r WHERE'VE YOU ^ 
BEEN, JIM? I'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO REACH 
, YOU FOR TWO A 
^ HOURS/ 


To' DO 

GET MONEY 1 

] FOUNDA - A TO LD> 

WAS GOING 
TO TAKE 
\ CARE OF IT, 
V MARC. . 


f : IT ’AEEViXG? 1 

[ V Y^m <at ARE 

l ». 

1' U Asourr 

ARE 

^ 1 TOLD \ yOU? 

you i was 

GOING TO A 
. MEETING, jMST 1 


LOOK.. J DON 7 

W WANT TO HASSLE YOU ^ 
' BUT THE LEAST YOU CAN ' 
DO tS TELL ME WHERE 
YOU'RE AT DOESN'T SEEM LIKE 
\ THE BEST WAY FOR US TO 
, \ GET THIS FOUNDATION OFF 
L THE GROUND IS TO . 
K HIDE THINGS FROM A 
EACH OTHER, _^B 


NO X 
‘PLACE-- > 
I'M JUST 
TAKING CARE 
L OF SOME' 
L THING. ^ 


r I'M ' 
MEETING 
WITH 
RAMUS. 


WHY THE HELL ^B 
/ ARE YOU BACK THERE? ^ 
LAST TIME WE WENT YOU 
STORMED OUT OF HIS OFFICE 
LIKE HE'D INSULTED YOUR 
MOM OR SOMETHING,* WHAT 
MAKES YOU THINK HE'LL SEE 
YOU AGAIN... OR EVEN GIVE 
YOU A NICKEL AFTER YOU 
k TOLD HIM TO SHOVE HIS A 
|V LAST OFFER? 


WHAT?! 


^ IF YOU'D TAKEN HIS 
SPONSORSHIP MONEY 
YOU'D ALREADY HAVE ALL THE 
V CAPITAL YOU'D NEED. 


BUT THEN I'D BE 
BEHOLDEN TO HIM AND N 
HIS CORPORATION, I DON'T 
NEED THAT. I JUST WANT 
. HIS CASH- NO STRINGS y 
V. ATTACHED, 


U j 

P ■ 

y 
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X THIS SHOULDN'T 
TAKE TOO LONG. I'LL CALL 
YOU WHEN I'M DONE. YOU 
STILL HEADING TO YOUR 
^ MEETING? 


YEAH. MY \l 
r CONTACT SAID HE ^ 
HAD SOMETHING FOR 
US. HERE'S HOPING 
■ HE FOUND OUT WHO 
\ YOUR BRIDE IS IN 
\ THAT PHOTO. ^ 


r SO, YOU'RE ^ 
GOING TO ASK 
HIM TO GIVE YOU 
‘MONEY FOR 
K NOTHING/ J 


THAT'S < 
^ ^ SOME KING 

SOME-1 SIZED BALLS 
THING \ YOU'VE GOT.' 
LIKE 7 WISH I HAD 
THAT A A PAIR LIKE 

that, y 


YEAH- ^ 
SURE. JUST A 
SECOND,' a 


MARC, WHEN YOU 
r MEET YOUR GUY, BESIDES * 
GETTING WHATEVER INFO HE HAS 
ON MY WIFE" ASK HIM WHERE HE 
GOT HIS INFO. YOU GOT IT? THAT'S 
IMPORTANT. I WANT TO KNOW 
WHERE ANY TRAIL OF INFORMATION 
IS COMING FROM SO I CAN GO 
^ BACK TO THE SAME PEOPLE A 
IF I NEED TO. 


X MR. DOWNING? X 1 
/ MR. RAMUS IS READY \ 
f TO SEE YOU NOW. SO, IF > 
YOU'LL PLEASE END YOUR 
CALL, I CAN SHOW YOU IN. 
MR. RAMUS' SCHEDULE IS 
QUITE PACKED TODAY AND 
SINCE YOU DIDN'T GIVE US 
THE COURTESY OF ADVANCE 
WARNING, I'M AFRAID HE 
V WON'T HAVE MUCH TIME / 
\ BETWEEN HIS OTHER / 
MEETINGS. 


r I'LL TRY. ^ 
f SOMETIMES 1 
THESE GUYS LIKE 
TO PROTECT r 
THEIR }\ 
^ SOURCES. A 


J JUST 
DO YOUR 
BEST. . 


r I WILL. AND 
JIM... I HAVE A 
GOOD FEELING 
ABOUT THIS. 


<! Ill x 








r HELLO, ^ 
MR, DOWNING 
PLEASE SIT 
^ DOWN, j 


r now ^ 

TELL ME, 
WHAT CAN 
I DO FOR 
l YOU? A 



I ASSUME YOU 
SAW m PRESS 
CONFERENCE? 


r GOOD. ^ 
) THEN THAT 
ALSO MEANS 
THAT YOU 
KNOW THAT I 
NEED MONEY 
TO RUN A 
FOUNDATION 
L LIKE THAT. A 





BINGO' 


WELL, JIM, 

THOUGH I AM ^^Bl 
IMPRESSED WITH YOUR 
W NEWFOUND CONFIDENCE, I'M ^ 
f SURE YOU REALIZE THAT THE 1 
FAVOR YOU'RE ABOUT TO ASK WILL 
COME AT AN UNBELIEVABLE COST. 
WHILE I'M NOT ADVERSE TO LETTING 
YOU HAVE A LITTLE PUBLIC SHOWING 
OF YOUR POWERS" ACTING LIKE 
. SOME LONG LOST MESSIAH FOR A 
L THE FOLKS-- I'M NOT SURE YOU A 
B. UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU'LL A 
g fc^ NEED TO GIVE UP IN ^A 
RETURN. 


r AND YOU D 
LIKE FOR ME OR 
MY CORPORATIONS 
TO HELP FUND YOU 
IN YOUR NEW 
ENDEAVOR, IS 
k THAT CORRECT? A 


YOU 

DONE? 


W LETS 
SEE IF 1 
I CAN 
MAKE THIS 
SIMPLE 
ENOUGH 
FOR 

Y YOU... A 


GOOD/ 


FOR 

NOW 







I'M MOT HERE TO 
NEGOTIATE/ AMD I'M MOT 
f GIVING YOU A DAMN THING/ QUITE 1 
THE CONTRARY. INSTEAD, YOU'RE GOING 
TO FULLY FUND THIS FOUNDATION AND IN 
RETURN OUR RELATIONSHIP REMAINS 
k EXACTLY THE WAY IT IS RIGHT NOW. J 
THAT'S IT, THAT'S THE DEAL/ ^ 


. YOU DON'T GET C 

TO SAY ANYTHING OTHER N- 
f THAN "YES, MR, DOWNING, 1 
ABSOLUTELY. MR, DOWNING." 
BECAUSE I ALREADY KNOW THAT 
YOU NEED ME. SO YOU WANT TO 
F*CK WITH ME- OR MY COSTUME 
OR MY POWERS? THEN GO 
t AHEAD/ KNOCK YOURSELF y 
k. OUT/ BUT IT'S GOING TO Y 4 
COST YOU. 


W AND EVERY ^ 
TIME I THINK YOU'VE 
SENT ONE OF YOUR 
GOONS TO TEST ME, 
IT'S GOING TO COST 
k YOU MORE. ^ 


AND IF 

^ ANYONE - NOT THAT I 
GIVE A CRAP- FROM THE MEDIA ~ 
ASKS WHY YOU'RE DOING THIS 
I'M SURE YOU'RE CLEVER ENOUGH TO 
TELL THEM SOMETHING THAT'LL MAKE 
YOU AND YOUR CORPORATIONS A 
k LOOK LIKE PHILANTHROPIC 
SAINTS. 















I SAID YOU 

W DON'T GET TO ^ 
f TALK/ YOU MEED SPAWN! 
FOR WHATEVER TWISTED 
REASONS YOU'VE DELUDED 
YOURSELF WITH. THAT'S 
FINE/ BUT I'LL BE DAMNED 
IF YOU'RE GOING TO 
CALL ALL THE SHOTS/ 
SO THE ONLY WAY YOU 
L KEEP ME ON YOUR A 
m. SIDE IS WITH YOUR 
WL,. CASH. 


BUT I 

r HAVE TO TELL 1 
YOU BLUDD, 

I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE BETTER 
THAN SOME TWO- 
BIT THUG SENDING 
HIT MEN TO DO 
k HIS DIRTY j 
^ WORK. 


r THAT'S ^ 
BECAUSE YOU 
DON'T KNOW 
ME WELL 
ENOUGH YET. 
YOU WILL, IN 
V TIME. j 


r SO f I'LL PLAY 
THIS GAME ANY ' 
WAY YOU WANT. WE 
CAN JU$T KEEP IT TO 
OURSELVES OR WE 
CAN DRAG ALL OUR 
SINS OUT INTO 
THE LIGHT FOR 
L EVERYONE TO A 
SEE. 


r W HAT !.■ 

ARE YOU M 
DOING? 

THREATENING 'WELL, 
ME? TRYING YOU 

L TO SCARE A DON'T, 
ME? ^ 


AND I KNOW 
HOW MUCH 
YOU VAMPIRES 
LIKE BEING IN 

w the light. 


BESIDES, I'M X 
X SURE YOU'VE ALREADY X 
HEARD THAT I PAID A LITTLE 
VISIT TO ONE OF YOUR 
SMALL SHELL COMPANIES 
OVER IN JERSEY LAST NIGHT. 

THOUGHT I'D TEST MY 
V WHOLE "THEY HATE / 
X. LIGHT "THEORY. 








p 




hours ago 






1 1 1 


■gHJJ 



'fjTi 

n* 

flfeSi 

^Ti 

Tm 









r* 

X 

1 H 1 

I jv 

JjjJf / 

»[■ 

1 h ■’ 

/ 

' f 













PATHETIC 


NO ONE'S 
NOTICED I'M 
HERE, 






I tjljll u 

3T>i»r* ; 


JjTi 


















f LFT£ A 
CHAN^e 
, THAT. , 


' 

» 


LL 


1 

L, 

1 

1 

r 

1 

Li 

r i 

U 

£ 


















ipni -■ li-WIP* 


r 1 








1 






L |. 


t;. 

rii 

ii 



Wrrxn 

■m 

<■ 














KNOW. 


r I NEEDED ^ 
SOMEONE TO 
CRAWL BACK 
AND GIVE YOU 
. THE NEWS, a 


y and since it mm 

/ WAS NEARLY DAWN WHEN 
k/ I ATTACKED, I'M THINKING ^ 

r YOUR BOY WASN'T ABLE TO GET 1 
BACK HERE AS FAST AS HE WOULD 
HAVE AT NIGHT. WHICH MEANS YOU'RE 
PROBABLY SITTING THERE MAD AS 
HELL, BECAUSE YOU JUST FOUND OUT 
. ABOUT IT, AND WORSE THAN THAT, A 
k I'M BETTING A FEW OF THOSE A 
•few DOUCHEBAGS WERE RELATED 
K TO YOU. RIGHT? / 


r ONE ^ 
OF THEM 
GOT OUT 
. ALIVE, 


X OH... C'MON, x.. 
f DON'T GO ALL N 
SILENT ON ME" 
AND LOSE THE FIVE 
MILE STARE. YOU'RE 
v BECOMING A 
V CLICHE, 


ALREADY 
TOLD YOU 
I WANT 
YOUR 
L CASH. . 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT? 






T YOU COULD ^ 
HAVE PHONED 
ME FOR THAT. WHY 
COME HERE 
V PERSONALLY? A 


' BECAUSE ^ 
IT WAS MY 
TURN TO TEST 
^ YOU, 


AND 
DID I 
PASS? 


l WANTED TO SEE HOW MUCH 
^ SHIT YOU'D PUT UP WITH IF THERE WAS ™ 
SOMETHING IN IT FOR YOU. IT APPEARS THE 
ANSWER IS— A LOT! EVEN THOUGH I KILLED SOME 
OF YOUR PEOPLE AND INSULTED YOU IN THE 
k PROCESS, YOU DIDN'T LOSE YOUR COMPOSURE,^ 
IN A BIZARRE WAY, I ADMIRE THAT. _^B 


r WHAT 
WAS THE 
TEST? 


BECAUSE WE 

r BOTH KNOW WHAT'S ^ 
COMING. WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
ONCE MALE BO LG | A IS WHOLE 
AGAIN, AND WHEN THAT 
HAPPENS I'M GOING TO NEED 
PROTECTION FOR A FEW 
PEOPLE I KNOW, YOU HAVE 
THE DISCIPLINE AND 
k RESOURCES TO MAKE a 
THAT HAPPEN. 


AND IF 1 
YOU HELP 
ME— I HELP 

YOU. j 


r THAT DAY ^ 
IS DRAWING 
NEAR. WILL YOU 
BE READY? v 


YOU'LL BE 
A LINCHPIN 
IN THAT 
BATTLE, 

. I BELIEVE , 


THAT'S ^ 
r WHAT EVERYONE^ 
KEEPS SAYING. SO, 
WHEN THE TIME 
COMES, IF YOU DO 
YOUR PART, I'LL 
k. DO MINE, ^ 



r 

jm 

■ 1 Uj-— | 


f 



— 
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IN THE 

MEANTIME, I'D LIKE TO 
BRING SOME HOPE TO THE 
WORLD. YOU GET TO BE A 
^ PART OF THAT. ^ 


> YOU'LL FIND ALL 
/ THE PAPERWORK YOU X 
f NEED IN THE BRIEFCASE. ^ 
OH.., BY THE VVAYr THANKS FOR 
THE WEDDING PHOTO YOU LEFT 
INSIDE IT,* I'M ABOUT TO 
v GET MY FIRST BIT OF REAL / 
\ INFORMATION FROM / 
^ MY PAST. 


^ SEE YOU ^ 
SOON --WHEN 
YOU LEAST 
K EXPECT IT. , 


*[seuc 202— Todd 


1 LOOK 
FORWARD 
TO IT MR. 
DOWNING, 


OR 5UOUUP 
I SAY... 
PARTNER? 





y BETTER X 
r THAN THAT. HE N 
AGREED TO GIVE 
US ENOUGH CASH 
FLOW FOR OUR 
L. FIRST YEAR. J 




HO \ ^ 

(J S Z,Mg~ JESUS, MAN, 
WPYH W HAT'D YOU TELL ' 
h- . -r H]M7 I MEAN- A FULL 
YEAR' THAT'S UNHEARD 
X OF! NOBODY DOES 
V THAT UNLESS THEY'RE a 
i BILL GATES. 
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' . sir. : 

. 
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&UT, ^B 
r LOOK, WHO 1 
WOULDN'T WANT 
TO BE ATTACHED 
TO YOU? WITH ALL 
THE EXPOSURE IN 
THE MEDIA YOU'VE 
BEEN GETTING, IT 
WAS ONLY A 
L MATTER OF TIME / 
^ BEFORE... S' 


WHAT 
IS IT? 


THERE'S > 
A PHONE 
GOING OFF IN 
MY POCKET-I 
DIDN'T PUT IT 
v THERE. ^ 


AND IT ^B 
r DOESN'T SAY 1 
WHO'S CALLING, 
HANG ON, I'M 
GOING TO ANSWER 
THIS. SEE WHAT 
L THE HELL IS A 

Agoing on. \ 


HELLO...? 


WHAT r RE 
YOU TALKING 
\ ABOUT? > 


WHO 

IS 

THIS? 


MR. ROSEN - 
LISTEN VERY 
l CAREFULLY ; 


WE DON T 
HAVE 77 ME FOR 
THAT. TLL EXPLAIN 
LATER . WHAT YOU NEED ' 
TO KNOW IS YOUR LIFE 
IS IN DANGER. YOUR CELL 
PHONE HAS BEEN TRACED 
AND YOU'VE ONLY GOT 
L THREE MINUTES TO A 
\ SAVE YOURSELF. 


kil 

m 


V: R 

I 

: 1 / 









. F DROP ^ ■ 

' YOUR PHONE ^ 
, / ON THE FLOOR } 
/ AND CRUSH IT. 
THEY HAVE WAYS OF 
TRACKING WITHOUT 
A BATTERY SIGNAL. 
YOU'RE DOWN TO 
A MINUTE AND A 
\ A HALF / 


THE PEOPLE 

/ WHO MEAN YOU ^1 
HARM VWL1 EATER THE 1 
STATION YOU'RE AT IN 
LESS THAN TWO MINUTES. 
IF THEY FIND YOU , THAT'S 
/T- GAME OVER ! THOUGH 
THEY'LL MAKE SURE IT 
k /SWT DO A/E /W FROWT A 
OF THE PUBLIC. 


YOU NEED N 
TO RE/MO VE 7HE 
BATTERY FROM 
l yOUR CELL 
L PHONE/ J 


SERIOUSLY. 


rm. 


^ the/v p/ck x. 

F UP THE PIECES AND N 
OO TO THE RESTROOM 
AT THEEASFEWD OF 
1 THE LOSBY. DUMP THE 
k FARTS IN SEPARATE 
















YOU ^ 
r JUST BOUGHT 1 
YOURSELF SOME 
TIME. THAT'S 
GOOD, ^A 


^ WHO ARE ^ 
YOU? AMD 
WHAT'S ALL THIS 
BULLSHIT ABOUT?/ 
I WAS SUPPOSED 
TO MEET A FRIEND 
OUT THERE. ^ 


I WORK FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT, VERY HIGH- 
/ LEVEL STUFF, AND THE OTHER DAY ^ 
OUR COMPUTERS THREW UP A RED 
FLAG. YOU SEE, A FEW PEOPLE PUNCHED 
IN A SEARCH FOR SOMEONE THAT OUR 
SIDE WOULD RATHER NOT HAVE POPPING 
UP -- THE PROBLEM IS WITHIN OUR OWN 
RANK AND FILE THERE ARE FACTIONS, 
EACH WITH THEIR OWN AGENDA AND 
SEPARATE SECURITY CLEARANCES. WHICH 
. MEANS THAT, FROM TIME TO TIME, , 
X MY WORST ENEMIES ARE INSIDE A 
THE GROUP I WORK FOR, 


X YOUR X 
/ FRIEND'S NOT\ 
COMING. THEY > 
ALREADY GOT TO 
HIM. SO, DO YOUR- 
SELF A FAVOR AND 
LISTEN TO WHAT 
V I'M ABOUT / 
V TO S AY. / 


THINK 

ABOUT IT LIKE TEN^ 
f REPORTERS, LIKE 1 
YOURSELF, ALL FIGHTING 
FOR THE ONE HEADLINE 
THAT'LL MAKE THEIR 
CAREER, THEY'D ALL DO 
ANYTHING TO GET THERE 
FIRST. THAT'S HOW MY 
BUSINESS WORKS TOO. 
l SO I NEEDED TO A 
k GET TO YOU AHEAD A 
^ OF THEM, 


r THAT'S WHY N 
I PLANTED THAT 
PHONE IN YOUR 
. POCKET. > 


~ AND YOU KNOW ~ 
WHAT STARTED ALL THIS? 
YOU SENT A PICTURE TO 
PEOPLE. A PICTURE THAT 
^ SHOULDN'T EXIST. ^ 


HOW'D 
YOU DO 
THAT? 


NOW I 
NEED IT 
BACK, 


M SjBKBBnOF HhL 



i \m 



a 
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r SO ^ 

you know 

THE TRUTH 
ABOUT JIM 
DOWNING'S 
t PAST? - 


M I Vi TALKING 

A BOJT THE W O ,V A N . I 

SHE'S THE ONE 

THEY RE CONCERNED YOU 

WITH. THEY DON'T f AM 1 AjpQNT. 
LIKE GHOSTS POPPING / SUPPOSED 
L UP UNEXPECTEDLY. / TO JUST STAND ft 

HERE AND ft 
BELIEVE EVERY- ft 
THING YOU'RE 

kfil saying? how do ft 

ft I KNOW I CAN A 
ft TRUST YOU ANY A 
ft MORE THAN M 
Ift THEM? JR 


I DIDN'T 
SAY 

"MIGHT/' 


r AND YOU'RE ^ 
SAYING THEY 
MIGHT KILL ME 
BECAUSE OF 
v ALL THIS? > 


W THIS IS ^ft 

r CRAZY/ ALL 1 
OFIT/I,„I 1 
DIDN'T DO ANY- 
THING. I'M JUST 
TRYING TO 
l HELP OUT A A 
ft FRIEND. A 


r sogo x 

SCREW 

YOURSELF/ 

I DON'T NEED 
ANY OF THIS/ 
I'VE GOT 
MY OWN 
h, CONTACTS, j 


r YOU ^ 
DON'T GET 
TO WALK 
AWAY THAT 
t EASY, u 


YOU SENT OUT ^^ft 
THE PHOTO. YOU CAN'T ^ 
r TAKE THAT BACK. THEY WILL 
NOW HUNT YOU AND WATCH 
YOU UNTIL THEY THINK NO ONE S 
LOOKING. LUCKY FOR YOU, YOU'VE 
BEEN GETTING LOTS OF MEDIA 
, ATTENTI ON, SO THEY WILL 
V BE MORE DISCRETE THAN A 
/ THEIR NORM. ^^R 


r GET ^ 
YOUR 
HAND OFF 
t ME/ j 






THIS IS 
MESSED UP, 
t DUDE. , 


IT'S A LOT \ 

l'O ABSORB, l ^ — ^ 

. I KNOW. LET ME 

7 SHOW YOU HOW \ 

/ TO GET OUT OF HERE. 

/ YOU GO HOME AND 
THINK ABOUT ALL 
THIS. BUT IF YOU SEE 
l ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS 
\ AND THINK YOU MIGHT 
\ NEED HELP, THEN - 
V CALL ME. 


WHOA. 


W AND A 
WHATEVER 1 
YOU DOr DONT 
CALL THE 
k POLICE... A 


THEY'RE 
IN ON IT, 
TOO. 
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/ FOR NOW, \ 

r W7RODUCE \ 

JI/W DO WW/AKS. I'M SURE 
rOU VE AU BEEN RE4D/iV£ 
ABOU7 H/M //V THE EASE 
COUPLE OE WEEK'S. 

\ WELCOME TO THE J 

> show, jiM . 


y THANKS Y 
EOR SWV//VS 
WITH US 
THROUGH THE 
i BREAK- y 


-AND NOW, 

W AS PROMISED, Yv 
V OUR MUCH ANTICIPATED \ 
GUEST, IN HIS FIRST 
APPEARANCE SINCE HE 
ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION 
OF HIS NEW FOUNDATION. 
ITS MISSION IS TO HELP 
PEOPLE WITH DISEASES 
i CONSIDERED INCURABLE . j 
K MORE ON THAT LATER IN A 
THE INTERVIEW. 


OKAY, LET ME START BY 
W ASKING , WHAT'S YOUR REACTION TO 
r EVERYTHING THAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN 1 
YOUR LIFE RECENTLY? I MEAN, TV CAMERAS 
CAUGHT YOU LIVE AS YOU HEALED THAT 
PHOTOGRAPHER , AND (VOW YOU'RE A 
HUGE INTERNATIONAL SENSATION. ALL , 
k. THIS ATTENTION.., HOW RE YOU 
DEALING WITH IT? 


r lN ALL 

HONESTY, CRAIG 
I DON'T HAVE MUCH 
CHOICE IN THE MATTER 
ONCE THAT VID OF ME 
GIVING HELP TO THAT 
INJURED MAN WENT 
VIRAL ■ „ WELL , IT'S 
^ GOTTEN SOMEWHAT j 
HECTIC. 


TO BE CLEAR, YOU DID 
W MORE THAN JUST 'HELP' THAT ^ 
r MAN. WHAT WE SAW ON TV WAS 1 
CONFIRMED BY EYE WITNESSES. THAT 
MAN WAS CRITICALLY INJURED AFTER 
BEING HIT BY A CITY BUS. ALL REPORTS 
MENVONED MASSIVE BLEEDING— AND 
YOUR COMPANION , WHO HAPPENS TO 
, BE A NURSE, WAS YELLING THAT A 
k. HE WAS ABOUT TO DIE . THAT'S 
■ ' V QUITE A SITUATION... 


EVERY PERSON ^ - 

W WHO'S MADE SOME ^ 
KIND OF PHYSICAL CONTACT ^ 
WITH YOU AND WHO WAS, AT THE 
TIME t STRICKEN WITH A DISEASE 
OR PHYSICAL ALIMENT, HAS 
BEEN CURED. DOCTORS HAVE 
CONFIRMED THEIR NEW FOUND 
HEALTH. SO, THESE EVENTS, WHICH 
\ BEGAN AS RUMORS, HAVE A 
PROVEN TO BE TRUE. 


m- ...AND 
r DOCTORS CONTINUE ^ 
TO BE MYSTIFIED BY THE 
POWERS YOU KEEP 
EXHIBITING. IN FACT, THE 
MYSTERIES SURROUNDING 
l YOU CONTINUE a 
TO GROW. 


ALL OF 

y THIS BECOMES ™ 
EVEN MORE COMPELLING 
DUE TO YOUR LACK OF 
ANY REC OLLECTION OF 
YOUR PAST- - AND THE 
FACT THAT AS OF TODAY, 
NO ONE HAS STEPPED 
FORWARD CLAIMING 
. TO HAVE KNOWN YOU. A 
NO ONE AT ALL, 


Rundown 

motel. 

MIDDLE 

AMERICA, 








CAA/ VOL/ ^ 
TALK ABOUT 
WHY YOU 
THINK THAT 

v is? y 


' so FAR , NONE OF ^ 
/Vir DOCTORS OR A/W OF 
THE STAFF FROM THE 
HOSPITAL REMEMBERS 
. HOW I GOT THERE,*. > 


A A A/D VOU WERE \ I /. ~ 

. f THERE //V A COMA, \ H * \~ 

: -'%3P l FOR YEARS, UNTIL JH / 

/ M V VERY RECENTLY J 

. ™- 1 "I ^ THAI'S R/GHT 

/ SUIA'jy F/LES WERE E/7HER X 
If LOST OR DESTROYED WHEN x 
» THE BUILDING I WAS IN CAUGHT FIRE. ■ 
{T S frustrating , the trail to my 
W, ".. ", I PAST SEEMS TO JUST L EAD OFF A CUFF, 

W ' X Sjf \ A/VD /VO ONE HAS GIVEN ME A PROPER 
f y Xv A SE7VSE OF HOW THAT COULD'VE 

■L > j 1^T HAPPENED. HOPEFULLY, WE'LL / 

get some answers soon. 

THAI HAS^X^ 

~ TO BE DIFFICULT, NOT^ 

HAVING EVEN A HINT OF 
YOUR PAST. I'VE READ WHERE 
YOU SAID THAT JIM DOWNING 
^ MIGHT NOT EVEN BE YOUR 
REAL NAME , 


I a sue; 107-- Todb 


NO ONE KNOWS 

/I WAS THE NAME ON MY Xj 
r BED AND ON THE DOOR TO MY HOSPITAL " 
ROOM IHEAU7HOR/77ES CONDUCTED 
A A/A /Mf SEARCH BUT HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE 
TO FIND ANYTHING YET. I KEEP ASKING THE 
SAME QUESVONS TM SURE YOUR VIEWERS 
ARE ASKING: "HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE?" 
SURELY, SOMEONE HAS INFORMATION- - 
. AND WHAT ABOUT FAMILY OR FRIENDS? A 
k. SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE f HAS TO yA 
RECOGNIZE ME. l 


n rooftiwd saluTM? 
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I BELIEVE 

y^ YOU'VE READ THE REPORT* X# 
Y IT CONTAINS WRITE-UPS ON \ 
NEARLY EVERYONE DOWNING HAS 
COME IN CONTACT WITH, BUT THESE 
THREE ARE THE ONLY ONES HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE ANY PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH. ONE WAS HIS BEDSIDE NURSE 
FOR YEARS. THE OTHER TWO ARE A 
COUPLE HE IS CURRENTLY LIVING WITH, 

L though he hasnt been back a 

TO THEIR APARTMENT FOR 
:■ A FEW DAYS. . 


r THE MALE IS ^ 
A REPORTER, AND 
NOW APPEARS TO 
BE WORKING FOR 
HIM IN SOME TYPE 
OF MANAGERIAL 
^ CAPACITY... ^ 
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r NO . > 
THAT'S 
NOT 
. ME. > 


OUR STATION DID 
its Own research after 

f YOU AGREED TO THIS INTERVIEW. ^ 
SADLY, WE RAN INTO THE SAME DEAD 1 
ENDS AS YOU AND THE POLICE . SO, 
WITH THE ASSUMPTION YOU APPEARED 
OUT OF NOWHERE AND IMMEDIATELY 
STARTED PERFORMING MIRACLES, WHAT'S 
YOUR REACTION TO THE LARGE GROUP . 
L OF PEOPLE ARO UND THE GLOBE A 
^ WHO THINK YOU'RE THE 

SECOND COMING?... ~ 


v ...AND THE 
f REASON /VO O/VE > 
CAN FIND ANY BACK- 
GROUND ON YOU IS 
BECAUSE YOU MAYBE 
JESUS CHRIST , 
^ HIMSELF,,? y 


WE AGREE. AND 
r MR, ROSEN'S GIRLFRIEND, ^ 
SUSAN MATHEWS, SEEMS TO 
BE ONLY REMOTELY INVOLVED 
SHE AND DOWNING... JUST 
THE TWO OF THEM... HAVE 
L NEVER BEEN SEEN 
k TOGETHER IN PUBLIC. 


r ...WHICH ^ 
MAKES HIM A 
MORE DIFFICULT 
TARGET, 


THE POPE WILL BE 
r PLEASED TO KNOW THAT ^ 
THE PERSON CLOSEST TO 
MR. DOWNING IS ALSO LOYAL 
\ TO THE CATHOLIC 
\ TEACHINGS. HAVE WE A 
\ MADE CONTACT? 1 


r THEN ^ 
THE NURSE 
IS OUR 
k PLAY? y 


YES. WE'VE HAD 

r ^ SURVEILLANCE ON HER 

SINCE WE GOT OUR FIRST PHONE 
CALL ABOUT DOWNING. AND WHAT 
MAKES HER THE PERFECT ENTRY POINT IS 
HER COMPLETE DEVOTION TO THE 
L CHURCH. IT COULDN'T HAVE TURNED - 
OUT ANY BETTER, 


NOT YET. 

W SHE SEEMS TO HAVE ^ 
r SHELTERED HERSELF 
AWAY RECENTLY'- HASN'T 
BEEN OUT IN PUBLIC. BUT 
SHE'S TAKEN A NEW JOB IN 
UPSTATE NEW YORK, WE 
PLAN ON HAVING A 
L CONVERSATION WITH A 
Wb HER THERE. 


AS YOU'RE AWARE, 

THE VATICAN IS TAKING ALL ^ 
OF THIS VERY SERIOUSLY, SO 
LET'S MAKE SURE WE TREAT THIS 
YOUNG LADY" SARA JOHNSTON" A 
GENTLY AS POSSIBLE. IT APPEARS 

L SHE HAS SOME EMOTIONAL 
ISSUES, TOO, SO LET'S NOT 
TEMPT THE FATES. 
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I'M FAR FROM BEING 
ANY KIND OF SAINT. BUT I 
UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE ARE 
TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF WHAT I'VE 
DONE . I'M TRYING 70 DO THE SAME 
THING. I DON'T KNOW WHERE THE 
POWER COMES FROM , HOW LONG I'VE 
HAD IT OR HOW IT EVEN WORKS. THE 
FIRST FEW FOLKS I HELPED , I DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW IV DONE IT. IT 
WAS ALL ACCIDENTAL . 

REMEMBER , T 
WAS JUST COMING 
OUT OF MY COMA * SO, YES, 
I SEEM TO HA VE THIS GIFT - - 
BUT THAT DOESN'T MAKE 
ME WORTHY OF THOSE 
KINDS OF TITLES. 






THEN 
WHAT WOULD 
YOU CALL 
YOURSELF? 


/ 




State hospital. 

ALBANY . ; /VEiy YORK 



V'*- 1 


r/, 




Jr, 



WHEN I 

WAS IN MY COMA, 

I W^S SURROUNDED 
BY PEOPLE LIKE 
THAT. 
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A GOOD 

SAMARITAN . THAT'S 
ALL. IF ANYONE ELSE HAD 
THIS POWER, THEY'D USE IT 
TO HELP ; TOO . I FIND IT FAR 
MORE IMPRESSIVE THAT 
EVERYDAY MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE WORK IN THEIR 
CHOSEN CAREERS HELPING 
OTHERS LESS FORTUNATE 
THAN THEMSELVES. 
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// YOU'RE X 
R/GHT- - \ 

/ THE MEW AA/D > 
1 WQME/V WHO 
PUT THEMSELVES 
IN HARM'S WAY TO 
PROTECT THIS 
NATION, AND THE 
DOCTORS f NURSES 
POLICE AND FIRE - 
{ FIGHTERS— ALL 
K DESERVE OUR A 

K gratitude, m, 


BUT THAT DOESN'T 
r CHANGE THE FACT ^ 

VOU7?E5PECMt, AND 
UNTIL YOUR ACVONS SAY 
OTHERWfSE-I THINK THE 
WORLD IS GOING TO LOOK AT 
YOU IN AMAZEMENT YOU'RE 
l EVEN SETTING SOME > 

FASHION TRENDS . 


FASCINATING 
ISN'T HE? 


SUNGLASSES- 
AT- NIGHT HAS 
GRIPPED THE 
w NATION. , 


x THE GOOD ^ 
f BOOK SAYS "THERE' 
WILL BE NO MORE 
DEATH OR MOURNING 
OR CRYING OR PAIN, 
FOR THE OLD ORDER 
w OF THINGS HAS A 
W PASS ED AWAY. " ^ 


^ FORGIVE ME, N 
MS. JOHNSTON, 

I APOLOGIZE IF 
I'M INTERRUPTING 
YOU, BUT 1 WAS 
^ WONDERING IF.„ 


r THEN < 
WHAT DO 
YOU 
WANT? J 


X MY NAME IS X 
FATHER HALLWELL, ^ 
AND I'VE TRAVELED A 
LONG WAY TO DELIVER 
AN IMPORTANT 
MESSAGE FROM MY . 
X SUPERIOR, 


f AND WHO 
MIGHT 
\ THAT BE? 


AS AN 

[1 ENVOY FOR 1 

// THE OFFICE OF THE ’ 
i PAPACY I COME WITH 
\ \ DIRECT ORDERS 
\\\FROM HIS HOLINESS A 
\\X HIMSE LF. ^ 

'^V-iE popepXT^B 

YOU WORK FOR 1 « 

THE ACTUAL J ^ 

■ — V wow; YOU ^ 

/ GUYS WILL STOOP 
TO ANYTHING TO 
V GET YOUR STORY... 
_ WONT YOU? ^ 


VY A 

f [ / 


J 
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/ OH!.*. ^ 

SO THIS IS 
ABOUT JIM 
AGAIN, I 
SHOULD HAVE 
^ GUESSED/ 


^ YOU WANT 
ME IQ GO TO THE 
^ VATICAN?/ J AS ^ 
WOm INVITED 

W GUESTS — AT 

NO EXPENSE 

to 

COURSE. 


r NOW IF ^ 
YOU DONT 
MIND, I NEED 
TO GET BACK 
l TO WORK, a 


r MA'AM. 1 ^ 
ASSURE YOU-- 
I'M NOT THE 
PAPARAZZI. 1 
ONLY CAME TO 
ASK FOR YOUR 
^ HELP. ^ 


CLEARLY, ^^B 
/ THOUGH, WE- 1- ^ 
f HAVE MADE A MISTAKE. 1 
AGAIN, TM SORRY FOR 
ANY INCONVENIENCE. WE 
THOUGHT- PERHAPS 
BECAUSE OF YOUR STRONG 
FAITH AND LOVE FOR THE . 
V LORD * YOU COULD / 
\ BE OF VALUE. ^ 


^ AND THE REASON I ^ 
WEAR THOSE GLASSES IS TO TRY 




AND BE SOMEWHAT INCONSPICUOUS 
OUT IN PUBLIC , THAT OTHERS ARE 
BEGINNING TO DRESS THE SAME WAY 
WITH THE SHADES AND HAT ACTUALLY 
v MAKES IT EASIER FOR ME > 
TO MOVE AROUND, 














^ THE MORE 
GUYS THAT LOOK LIKE 
ME THE LESS CHANCE I 
HAVE OF A BYSTANDER 
THINKING IT REALLY 
V. IS ME, 


B-V -MS* 


— — 


Tsysssrjsssg 


m ^ THIS ASSIGNMENT 

r WAS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE ^ 
TO HIS HOLINESS, BUT HE INSISTED 
WE ONLY GET YOUR PARTICIPATION 
WILLINGLY. HE DIDN'T WANT TO IMPOSE 
. HIMSELF OTHERWISE. THANK j 
YOU FOR YOUR TIME. 


WAIT... 


DID THE 
POPE REALLY 
SEND YOU?. 


W* NO. IT'S ^ 
W ABOUT THE ^ 
f BOTH OF YOU. 1 
r AS FAR AS WE CAN 1 
TELL, MR. DOWNING 
HAS NOT ANNOUNCED 
HIS ALLEGIANCE TO ANY 
DENOMINATION. AS ONE 
OF GOD'S FINEST, WE 
HAD HOPED YOU MIGHT 
HELP US ARRANGE A 
MEETING BY GETTING , 
L MR. DOWNING AND A 
Wk YO URS ELF TO THE M 
^ VATICAN. ^ 








r AND MORE X 
RECENTLY, YOU 
ANNOUNCED THE 
FORMATION OF 
YOUR NEW 
FOUNDATION. 
TELL US MORE 
k^ ABOUT THAT ‘ 


BUT IF ONE OF 
f YOUR KIDS HAD A 1 
BRAIN TUMOR AND 
THE DOCTORS SAID IT 
WAS INOPERABLE. 
WOULD YOU SIT IDLY 
BY WAITING FOR YOUR 
TEN YEAR OLD TO DIE— 
OR WOULD YOU DO 
SOMETHING?-- ANY- 
t THING/- IF GIVEN A 
_ THE CHANCE? Ai 


r WHAT DO N 
YOU HOPE TO 
ACCOMPLISH 
t WITH IT? > 


W I DON'T X 
” K/VOW /F \ 
YOU'VE EVER \j 
HAD ANYONE IN V 
YOUR FAMILY V 
i GET HORRIBLY // 
■X SICK... ? / 


JO HELP ^ 
OTHERS WHO 
ARE IN NEED OF 
HOPE . ESPECIALLY 
WHEN MODERN 
MEDICINE HAS 
k^ FAILED THEM . . 


THE AUTOPSY 
GJVS STILL HAVLNT 

CONFIRMED THE 

BLOOD SAMPLE FROM F NOT ^ 
THE VICTIMS, BUT... / REALLY. I 
HELLO,..? ARE YOU / WANT TO 
L. LISTENING? VTI5TEN TO THE 
&&&* REST OF THUS 

"'■■■ JBKBKm - Hr \ interview. 


HOW? 


” WHY THE ^ 
SUDDEN INTEREST? 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
WORK'S PILING 
UP FROM YOUR 
v OTHER CASES? > 


BECAUSE 
HE'S A PART 
OF THIS. , 


HAVE YOU ^ 
r SUPPED A GEAR? 1 
WHAT THE HELL HAS 
HE GOT TO DO WITH 
ANYTHING WE NEED? 
AND I STILL DON'T 
GET HOW YOU MET 
L HIM IN THE FIRST A 
PLACE. 


STILL TRYING 
TO PIECE IT 
TOGETHER. 


DETECTIVE X 
r ROWAND... HAVE^ 
I MENTIONED 
HOW MUCH YOU'RE 
BEGINNING TO 
l SOUND JUST A 
V LIKE SAM? A 


Wp^ LOOK, I 
f DON'T MEAN TO ^ 
f BE RUDE. BUT WE'VE 
GOT BIGGER FISH TO FRY 
THAN SOME FfZgAK 
, LOOKING FOR HIS 
\ FIFTEEN MINUTES A 
OF FAME. 


W THAT DOES NT ^ 
PRECLUDE US FROM 
ACKNOWLEDGING HIS 
POWERS. NOR THE 
POTENTIAL VALUE 
THEY HOLD. ^ 





I 


THAT'S MY POINT. * 

W YOU'D DO ANYTHING/ < 

EVEN IF IT WAS COMPLETELY 
UNCONVENTIONAL. MY 
DOCTOR AT ST ANTHONY'S -- 
WHO'S CURRENTLY MISSING , 
ALONG WITH ANOTHER DOCTOR 
FRIEND OF HIS - SAID NOT TO 
TRY TO MAKE SENSE OF WHAT'S 
L HAPPENED TO ME. JUST J 
REJOICE IN IT 


WELL, OF ^ 
r COURSE WE'D 
ALL DO WHATEVER 
WAS WITHIN OUR 
POWERS TO SAVE 
. OUR LOVED A 
fefc. ONES. ^ 


^ I'M TRYING ' 
TO TAKE THAT 
ADVICE TO 
v HEART. j 


JESUS CHRIST/ ^ 
r HOW'S A GODDAMN 
INTERVIEW HELPING OUR 
CASE? THINK ABOUT 
IT/ HE'S NOT GOING TO 
l SAY ANYTHING NEW A 
ON TV, 


r MAYBE- BUT WE ALREADY ^ 
AGREE HE'S SOMEHOW TIED TO 
YOUR MURDER CASE,* AND 
THOSE MISSING DOCTORS 
WERE ON YOUR VICTIM'S 
m CALL LIST, 


um... 

EXCUSE ME 
DETECTIVE,, 


Issue 165-- TOtfel 


^ WHAT'S ^ 
THE LAB TALKING 
ABOUT,,, 

v ANOMALIES? ^ 


YOUR REPORT 

r FROM THE PRINTS LAB JUST^ 
ARRIVED, THEY SAID TO GET IT 
TO YOU IMMEDIATELY BECAUSE 
THEY FOUND SOME ANOMALIES 
. WITH YOUR u FAITH a 
H EALE R * " 


THE SAME, 
THANKS FOR 
ASKING, 


^ BY THE ^ 
WAX HOW'S 
DETECTIVE 
BURKE 
v DOING? a 
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WEU 0£ 

KEEP/NG A/V FY1E ON 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THAT RESCUE MISSION. 

LETS CHANGE SUB- 
JECTS FOR A MOMENT 
AND TALK ABOUT 
YOUR POWERS . 


■■ , i 



DO YOU 
KNOW IF THE 
'HEALING' YOU DO 
ON OTHERS IS 
PERMANENT? 



■ 



{ 


SO FAR , THAT 
APPEARS TO BE THE 
CASE. NONE OF THOSE I'VE 
TOUCHED HAS DISPLAYED 
ANY REGRESSION SO FAR. 
THE DOCTORS ARE STILL 
MONITORING THOSE 
PATIENTS. 
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not criminals. 

MURDERERS. 


AND EACH 
ONE DIED WHILE 
IMPRISONED.*. AT 
TEN DIFFERENT 
PENITENTIARIES. 


; 1 / 


\ 






/ 



.. '• . 

..... 


W - 


IX V / J 


'V : 


. I 


1/ 


\ • 


X : 



X 


UJJ 








ITS FOR X 
/ ALL THOSE \ 

/ PEOPLE WHO V 
FEEL LEFT ALONE 8Y \ 

THE WORLD. WHEN \ 

THEIR SITUATION HAS 
GOTTEN TO WHERE fiV 
THEY FEEL LIKE NO i 
ONE IS WILLING TO / 

, RECOGNIZE THEM 

OR THEIR / — — . . 

PERSONAL / AND^ 
PAIN. ./YOU CAN 

— X RELATE 70 

— ^ THEM? , 


X I'VE 
3Y REAP WHERE 
r yOU "RE GO/AG TO 1 
SUBJECT YOURSELF 
TO EXTEiVS/l'E TESTING 
BEFORE OFFICIALLY 
OPENING THE DOORS 
TO YOUR NEW 
, FOUNDATION. j 
L WHAT A RE YOU A 
C4LL7/VG /T? ^ 


r THE \ 

JOHN DOE 
OUTREACH 
FOUNDA- /WHY 
t T/OjV, J JOHN 
DOE? 


W I'M HOPING ^ 
I CATV SHARE MY 
EXRE.R/EiVCE W/TH 
THEM, IF THEY 
WANT IT. J 


YOU AND ME, ^^B 
Y FRIGGM' YOUTUBE - - ^ 
MAKES DOING OUR 
JOB SO GODDAMN 
DIFFICULT. I HATE THAT EVERY 
ONE HAS A CAMERA PHONE 
L IN THEIR HANDS THESE A 
DAYS. 


r I DON'T 
UKE HOW 
'PUBLIC' 
DOWNING'S 
BECOME, 


THIS ONE 
MIGHT TAKE 
AWHILE. 


r SO, THIS ^ 
MARC ROSEN 
CHARACTER" 
DID HE TAKE 
^ THE BAIT? , 


w BUT WHEN ^B 

f HE FINDS OUT WHAT' 
HAPPENED TO HIS 
FELLOW REPORTERS, 
THEIR DEATHS SHOULD 
SCARE HIM RIGHT A 
k. INTO OUR. TRAP, ^A 


DID X 
YOU GIVE V 
HIM YOUR J - 
. CARD? J 


r YES, I'M ~ 
TRYING TO KEEP 
THIS SIMPLE, 
HE'LL COME 
AROUND SOON 
^ ENOUGH, j 
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JUST PULLING \ I 
[T YOUR LEG/ I'M NOT \ f 
¥ GOING TO DO ANYTHING \ 
f TO YOU . SINCE I DON'T i 
KNOW HOW MY POWERS 
WORK OR HOW MUCH I HAVE 
LEFT I'M NOT WILLING TO 
WASTE THEM ON A SHOULDER . 
I MEAN , WHAT IF ITS THE LAST 
^ JOLT I HAVE LEFT- DON'T 
YOU THINK I SHOULD SAVE i 
\ IT FOR SOMEONE IN A 

1 MUCH MORE NEED “ 

THAN YOU? 

ARGUE 
THERE. 


DON'T 
MOVE ! 


SINCE WERE - 

W ON THE TOPIC OF ^ 
f SHARING , I'M SURE MY 
AUDIENCE WOULD LOVE TO 
S££ IF YOU'D SHARE A LITTLE 
OF YOUR MAGIC HERE TODAY. 

TO START „ I'VE GOT THIS 
L ARTHRITIC SHOULDER THAT A 
BUGS ME EVERY... 


YOU'RE 

7 ABOUT TO 1 
EXPERIENCE THE 
SHOCK OF YOUR 
LIFE ... IF YOUR 
L HEART CAN 
TAKE IT/ 


/ IT 
HURTS 
THAT 
BAD? 


W PLUS MY ^ 
MANAGER - WHO 
YOU MET BACK- 
| STAGE— HED GIVE 
ME HECK FOR NOT 
TAKING ALL OF THIS 

^ seriously: a 


WELL, 

Y I'VE READ YOUR ^ 
FOUNDATION'S 
MISSION STATEMENT AND 
IT ALL SOUNDS QUITE 
SERIOUS. I DIDN'T MEAN 
TO USE MY SITUATION TO 
TRIVIALIZE THOSE WHO 

L really need a 
YOUR HELP . 


W THAT'S OKAY ^ 
BUT YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WE RE GOING TO 
NEED TO PEOPLE TO 
BELIEVE THAT WERE 
TAKING THEIR ISSUES 
V. SERIOUSLY. 


r THAT 
TRUST WILL 
BE VERY 
IMPORTANT, 
WON'T IT? 


Green room, morning 
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I WAS CURIOUS- 
BESfDES THE RELATIONSHIPS 
YOU'LL BE HA VI NG THROUGH 
YOUR FOUNDATION, WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE IN YOUR PERSONAL LIFE? FOR 
INSTANCE, YOU DON'T KNOW WHETHER— 
IN YOUR PAST LIFE- YOU WERE MARRIED 
OR HAD A GIRLFRIEND, SO WHAT HAPPENS 
IF YOU START A RELATIONSHIP WOW 
AND FIND OUT LATER ON THAT 
YOU HAVE A WIFE, OR AN EX-WIFE 
AND FIVE CHILDREN? 


YOU MOVE 
ON TODAY 
WITHOUT 
7HOS£ KINDS 
OF 

ANSWERS ? A 


SUSAN/ FOR 

r THE HUNDREDTH TIME / ^ 

STOP WATCHING TV AND TAKE THE 
CUSTOMERS' ORDERS/ THIS IS 
L THE LAST TIME I'M GOING 

TO ASK YOU // < 


Tr-Sditii-AH^iL T'Lv. 

Pizza W/cJl£iise 
SJdUan 

farrou: 1 . Grandma ETjem 
T yrHato it Oiulle Pliii 
Chttlwn 4if Krolta 
ChlcKen, Tomalo 4K Basil 
ChteKen & flrewjeoir 
V*ifletahfe PU® 

Oivnllo- J s 3pet [al Fte*a 
Eggp-JiS-'st 

FlaAS i-frk-i-, "““**■ 
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SORRY. I'M 
SORRY, BEN. JUST 
GOT A LITTLE 
DISTRACTED. 
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THAT'S N 
FINE. YOU'RE 
JUST DOING 

. voas joe. 


r roio/VT N 
/WEA/V 70 PRY 
THAT DEER , 


BUT THAT 

QU£S7/OA/ /S WHAT \ 
HELPED SPUR ME TO OPEN 
MY FOUNDATION. I WANTED 
70 M EET PEOPL E A ND 
ENJOY THEIR LIVES WHILE 1 
DISTRACTED MYSELF 
\FROM THINKING ABOUT A 
: STUFF LIKE THAT. 


► CHANGING ^ 
SUBJECTS . WHAT'S 
ALL THIS ON THE 
BLOGOSPHERE 
ABOUT YOU BEING A 
SEX SYMBOL? X 


* WHAT? 1 
YOURE 
BLUSHING, 
AREN'T 

L YOU? A 




HT THAT \ :■ 

If MUST 6EAW' 
R TERRIBLE F 


PARDON? 


THAT YOUNG 

r JVlAN ON TV. IT HAS " 
TO BE A VERY LONELY LIFE. 
NOT KNOWING IF YOU CAN 
LOVE SOMEONE BECAUSE 
YOU MIGHT ALREADY HAVE 
. ANOTHER PERSON I1SI A 
YOUR LIFE. 


AND WHAT "v, 
f IF THAT OTHER 
PERSON FOUND OUTW 
YOU WERE JN LOVE W- 
WITH SOMEONE NEW? HHBP 
THAT YOU WERE km Pto 
L LIVING A DOUBLE /RVsSpcc 
^ LIFE? FI?™ 


'hJte Fteza w/ri^nn.r 


AW 



i ji*S! 
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UMM.„ HOW DO I 

^ ANSWER A QUESTION LIKE THAT? « 
WHATEVER I SAY I'M DOOMED IF I 
DENY IT- - THEN I'M BEING TOO MODEST 
. OR COY. IF I ACCEPT IT- THEN a 

I'M AN EGOMANIAC . 


THANKS. 
APPRECIATE 
. THAT. . 


^ 1X1 MAKE IT EASY ON YOU ^ 
j;/W" BECAUSE J DO/VT 7H/A/K 
YOU'RE SEXY AT ALL. SO WE CAN 
^ PUT THAT TO REST FOREVER. , 


BUT THEM AG AIM, 

G WHAT KIND OF EXISTENCE ^ 

IS IT TO KNOW THAT THE M 
PERSON YOU SO DESPERATELY 1 
DESIRE- THE ONE YOU KNOW ■ 

WILL MAKE EVERYTHING RIGHT M 
. IN YOUR LIFE- IS SOMEONE iZ 
YOU CANT HAVE...? 

/ y 7 — 7=^ SOMETHING^^ 

fy / / LIKE THAT CAN ^ 

y / / TORTURE YOU TO THE 1 

/ J DEPTHS OF YOUR SOUL-- 1 

/ M MAKE YOU WONDER 

/ M WHETHER YOU'LL EVER FIND 

/ THAT KIND OF HAPPINESS 

/ ~ \ AGAIN, AND WORSE THAN 

/ y \ THAT- YOU'D HAVE TO GO 

/ M \ BACK TO YOUR OLD , 

M i LOVER AND LIVE A LIE A 

Ml FOR THE REST OF M 

S& V A x. YOUR LIFE. 




r I WOULDN'T 
WISH THAT UPON 
, ANYONE, > 



f, 

■r .w 









iSr TO SOME < 
t If DEGREE* I DIDN'T^ 
\y THINK I SHOULD 
L ADVOCATE FOR ANY 
M SPECIFIC CHURCH 
1 OR RELIGION UNTIL 
L MY PAST WAS j 
IX KNOWN. y 


V RELIGION? ^ 
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN 1 
VERY VOCAL ON THAT 
SUBJECT IS THAT 
INTENTIONAL? A 


V .4 COUPLE 
' OF CONSERVATIVE ' 
GROUPS THINK I'M 
DESECRATING THE TERM 
T HE SECOND COMING 
BUT THAT'S A TITLE THE 
MEDIA STARTED A 
L. USING, NOT ME. A 


r it's ^ 

TIME* FALLEN 
SOLDIER-* TO 
TAKE BACK 
WHAT'S 
MINE. A 





r BUT ■ ~. - 

AEHVT >"OU Ml 

y.v essovce— 

PLAY7/VG 

V GOD? THERE'S ^ 

^ f A CONSERVATIVE J 

ET WAVE OUT THERE 
f\ THAT THINKS YOU'RE 
gk TEMPTING THE 
t HMVBVS', ^ 


■GKAHT!^ 

OH MY GOD// GET 
. DOWN/ HFS„. i 












A GUN" 


f YOUR NEW ▼ THANK 
r SUITS WILL \ YOU, 
BE READY BY \vtCTOR, 
THURSDAY. I'LL 
HAVE THEM 
DELIVERED 

IN THE 2 

K MORNING. 


r MY PLEASURE, ^ 
MR, RAMUS, I LL 
BE COMING TOO- 
IN CASE THERE ARE 
ANY LAST MINUTE 
^ ALTERATIONS. A 

















r DID 
YOU SEE 
THAT?' 


r SOMEONE ^ 
SHOT HIM// MR* 
DOWNING'S BEEN 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO THE 
PICTURE ?! 


W GENTLEMEN--^ 
PLEASE. I NEED 
YOU TO CALM DOWN. 
EVERYTHING WILL 
BE FINE... AND 
WHAT YOU JUST SAW 
WILL BE GREAT 
FOR BUSINESS. A 


Oh 

my 

God' 


r THE ^ 
FUTURE IS 
LOOKING 
i BRI GHT. , 
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WHAT'S 
HIS CURRENT 
CONDITION?, 


Art his 

/MAJOR ORGANSN 
/ STILL SEEM TO 
f BE FUNCTIONING, RUT 
THE PATIENT'S VITALS 
V ARE SHOWING SIGNS 
\ OF EXTREME / 
^DISTRESS' 








WAKING \ 

^ VERTICAL INCISION \ 

INTO CHEST CAVITY. NO \ 

RESPONSE FROIVl L- 

PATIENT. ANESTHETIC f 0807 \ 
HOLDING. PROCEDURE / HOURS, 

, underway AS OF /MOUNTAIN 
X. —TIME? /ISTANDARD 
— / V TIME, y 


-THE FIRST 
INCISION. 


FIRST 

INCISION 

COMPLETE 


^ PREPARING \ 

/ FOR SECONDARY > 
INCISION BENEATH SKlN r 
THROUGH MUSCLE TISSUE 
IN PREPARATION FOR THE 
NEXT STAGE. ALL TRANS- 
V FUSIONS ALSO y 
COMPLETE. 


x BEGIN... X 
f WHOA/ WE HAVE > 
A PROBLEM HERE, 
FOLKS/ THE PATIENTS 
EYES APPEAR TO BE-- 
, CtifQ&TIf HE'S . 
V WAKING UP ! / 


W; 





r &o/*eone-? 

f&STRAIN 
. HIM!! s. 


r SET 
SECURITY 
UP HERE,* 




- 
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r he 

r CONTINUES 1 
TO REJECT ALL 
ANESTHETIC. THIS 
IS THE THIRD 
SURGERY WE'VE 
ATTEMPTED THIS, 
MONTH, A* 


HIS PREVIOUS ^ 
W OPERATIONS WERE B 
r SUCCESSFUL AND 1 
WITHOUT INCIDENT, BUT 
WE CANT MOVE FORWARD 
UNTIL WE SUCCESSFULLY 
IMPLEMENT THE 
L COMPLETE SPECTRUM 
k OF OUR NEW A 
PROCESS. 


EMOTIONAL GRIP 
ON REALITY... 


r ...WE BELIEVE ^ 
IT'S ONLY A MATTER 
OF WEEKS- MAYBE 
DAYS- BEFORE HE'S 
COMPLETELY 
INSANE. 


^ WHICH ^ 
WILL RENDER ANY 
OF HIS POSITIVE 
PHYSICAL RESULTS 
. USELESS. a 


STILL, IF THEY 
f CAN RESTORE HIS V 
MENTAL CAPACITY TO 
ITS NORMAL STATE, 
WE'LL HAVE MADE 
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 
IN BOTH MOLECULAR 
L AND TEMPORAL J 
^ RESTORATION. AL 


YOUR GOAL 


YOUR GRASP. 


r THEN ^ 
YOU CAN 
BEGIN BUILDING 
US AN ARMY OF 
^ THEM/... A 


t ..SO LONG 
AS WE MAINTAIN 
"THE PROJECT'S" 
COMPLETE SECRECY. 

ISN'T THAT RIGHT, 
V DIRECTOR? A 


f AND REFT 1 GATING ■ 

nr f 



THE "PERFECT 

n ]/’ 



l HUMAN' WILL ■ 




L FINALLY BL WITHIN A 








II i| V 


£v\^ 


If ^ OUR PROBLEM^; ffj/i 

Wl H 

IS THAT THIS \ W/A 

- K 'jkui 

PATIENT HAS BEGUN \ if fM 


i EXHIBITING SIGNS OF 

Eg . 3| 

LOST COGNIZANCE. 


1 AND AS HE LOSES HIS D 

•■••■■■«— Ti 1 • - 








the doctors ^ ■ 

ASSURED ME HE WAS THE ^ 
r BEST CANDIDATE FROM THE 
GROUP THEY CHOSE FROM, THOUGH 
AND I READ THE CHARTS ON H]S 
D P M.A + SAMPLING ALONG WITH HIS 
MENTAL PROFILE. BOTH INDICATED 
k THAT MR. KULBICZJ HAD THE 

X- FACTOR WE WERE ^ 

LOOKING FOR. ■ 


MY PEOPLE ARE 
r LOYAL. THEY UNDER- 1 
STAND THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF ANYTHING LEAKING OUT. 

SO IT'S NOT MY END YOU 
t NEED TO BE WORRIED A 
ABOUT. 


V BUT I 

r UNDERSTAND YOUR 
FRUSTRATION. FOR WHATEVER 
REASON, THIS PATIENT 
OBVIOUSLY DOESN'T 
. POSSESS THE QUALITIES 
WE NEED. 


r WELL ^ 

NEED TO FIND 
ANOTHER 
SUBJECT , 


YOU DO KNOW 

W THAT CAN TAKE ^ 
SOME TIME. HOPEFULLY, YOU 
CAN EXTEND THE PROJECT 
DELIVERY TIME WITH YOUR 
PENTAGON FRIENDS. I'LL MAKE 
SURE MY STAFF UNDER- 
L STANDS THE SEVERITY OF 1 
THIS FAILURE. 


r xxl 
GET YOU 
YOUR 
k TIME, 


r BUT ^ 
YOU GET ME 
A PATIENT I 
CAN COUNT 
V ON. v 








^ SO... YOU ^ 

WANT TO MAKE 
HIM MY PROBLEM 
V NOW? > 


r YOU'VE BEEN ^ 
f BRAGGING ABOUT 1 
YOUR GERMAN 
DOCTORS AND THEIR 
DNA SPLICING FOR 
QUITE A WHILE. IT'S 
TIME TO PUT THEM A 
W TO THE TEST. A 


W MOST OF 
f WHAT YOU'VE 1 
^ DONE IS GREATLY ’ 
APPRECIATED' - 
BUT NONE OF THE 
PAPERS r PATENTS 
OR SCIENTISTS 
YOU'VE PROVIDED 
HAVE DONE ANY 
, BETTER JOB AT 
\ SOLVING OUR 
\ PROBLEM THAN 
, WHAT WAS , 
L ALREADY IN / 
k PROCESS. Yfr 


r W HAT S T 
THE 

MATTER? 

CANT 
CONTROL 
THE HIRED 
l HELP? 


^ IT DOESN'T ^ 
W MATTER. HE WAS 
M STILL A FAILURE. 

■ AND THE LAST FIVE 

PATIENTS PROVED 

■ THAT TO BE TRUE. 
SO WE'RE WILLING 

^-^TO TRY SOME- . 
BUT \ THING NEW. A 
he 


I'VE BEEN 
HEARING 1 
RUMORS > 
YOUR OPERATION 
ISNT... UM, 
ACCELERATING'... 
AT THE RATE YOU'D 
EXPECTED, THAT'S 
SURPRISING, GIVEN 
THE SUPPORT AND 
ASSISTANCE WE'VE 
DEVOTED TO YOUR 
i LABS THESE i 
k PAST FEW A 
V YEARS. Am 


I DON'T 

HAVE THE LUXURY ^ 
r OF RELOCATING THEM ^ 
HERE AND GETTING THEM 
RAMPED UP TO OUR SPECS. 
WHICH MEANS YOU'LL TAKE 
OUR VOLUNTEER' HERE TO 
GERMANY, AND PREP HIM 
l SO MY DOCTORS CAN , 
k. COMPLETE THE NEXT A 
OPERATION, 


UNTIL 

HE 

DIED. 


THAT'S 

NOT 


NEXT 

LEVEL 


PATIENT 

22 , 
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LI ,i ■ 

ri 
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please 

r 







r tvm- 

MP 

IVK*'* 

•\i 1 

i 

; J 




/TRUE. YOU 

T TOOK 1 

/MADE GREAT fl 

YOU TO 

l STRIDES WITH M 

THE 



DON'T T SHUT UP, 
DO [RICHARD.' 

THIS, 


W YOU DONT ^ 
HAVE A SAY IN 
ANY OF THIS. YOU 
SEALED YOUR FATE 
WITH YOUR 
^ BETRAYAL. A 









WHAT YOU'VE 

W ALWAYS WANTED... YOUR X 
HOOKS IN MY OPERATIONS. 
YOU PROVE YOU CAN DELEVER THE 
NECESSARY PRE-OP FUNCTION TO 
THE EXPERIMENTS, I'LL GIVE YOU 
k THAT THIRTY PERCENT YOU jA 
ASKED FQR r 


^ AND ^ 
WHAT DO I 
GET OUT OF 
^ THIS? a 


r SO WHAT'S 1 
IT GOING TO 
BE, NORTEGO? 
YOU WANT IN 
V OR NOT? A 


r THIS IS 

important 

k TO US. . 


JUST 

LIKE 

THAT? 


SO IT 
SEEMS 


FINE, ^ 
r I'LL TAKE HIM. ' 
SEND HIS DOSSIER 
TO MY PRIVATE 
SERVER. WE'LL 
l TAKE IT FROM a 
X^ THERE. / 


YOU'VE 

/ MADE THE \ 
RIGHT DECISION. 
THIS PARTNERSHIP IS 
EXACTLY WHAT WE 
t BOTH NEED TO / 
X FLOURISH. X 



XXX- /X 

JL , ifrA 

k v .» j I i il ! 









r WE \ 
RECEIVED 
THE REPORT 
LATE LAST 
V NIGHT... a 


I THOUGHT 
YOU SHOULD 
SEE THIS 
FIRST 


Ify AS YOU KNOW,* 

V WE'VE BEEN MONITORING^ 
NORTE GO'S GERMAN LABS 
FROM A DISTANCE, SINCE WE 
ALSO HAVE A VESTED INTEREST 
IN THEIR RESEARCH. OUR 
'PLANT' TRANSMITTED THE 
LATEST RESULTS FROM THEIR 
EXPERIMENTS ON PATJENT 29. „ 
5 . THE CIVILIAN YOU KNEW AS / 
RICHARD MASULLO. X 


X WERE X 
^ NORTEGQ'S ^ 
PEOPLE TRYING TO 
SUPPRESS THE 
NEWS OF THIS . 
V OUTCOME? y 


S WE DON'T X 
KNOW. WE'RE \ 
STILL TRYING TO i 
DETERMINE / 1 

X that X 


y BUT THE 
r BIGGER ISSUE 1 
IS THE POTENTIAL 
IMPACT THIS 
.has FOR BOTH, 
X OF us, X 







Y ...AT ^ 

LEAST LONG 
ENOUGH FOR 
US TO INFUSE 
IT WITH THOSE 
WE BUILT 
HERE. 


x BUT not 

HONLY WON T THEY 
BE COMPAT1BLE" 
THERE ARE SBVBRB 
. SIDE EFFECTS 
V INVOLVED, ^ 


^ WE ROTH ^ 
NEEDED THIS 
NEW D.N.A. 
SEQUENCE TO 
, BE STABLE... ^ 


THIS PATIENT 
MUTATED BEYOND THE 
Y 'SUPER-HUMAN' PHASE, ^ 
r INTO SOMETHING TOO PRIMAL 
FOR THEM TO CONTROL. AND 
THOUGH THE STRENGTH AND PAIN 
THRESHOLDS ARE WAY BEYOND 
. WHAT WED HOPED FOR,,* THE 
L LOSS OF INTELLIGENCE A 
RENDERED 
HIM USELESS. 


HAVEN'T ^ 
DECIDED, YOU 
HAVE ANY 
SUGGESTIONS? 


* 




r SO? HOW ^ 
DO YOU PLAN TO 
PROCEED? ^ 








WE NEED 
ANOTHER 
GENE. 


^ YES-- AND ^ 
HER REFUSAL 
ALWAYS 
STRUCK ME AS 
, STRANGE. > 


EXACTLY. 


W AND IF ^ 
f WE DON'T 
WANT TO 
LOSE ANY 
MORE TIME. 
THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
PLACE TO 
b GET IT. j 


y SHE WONT ^ 
SELL IT TO US, 
WYNN. YOU KNOW 
THAT YOU'VE 
BEEN IN MEETINGS 
V WITH HER. d 


f HOW LONG 
IF HAVE YOU BEEN 
¥ DATING HER NOW? \ 

WHAT IS 3T? SEVEN... EIGHT 
MONTHS? HER COMPANY 
HAS CUTTING EDGE SCIENCE 
AT THEIR FINGERTIPS-- POSSIBLY 
THE ANSWER TO MOST OF 
OUR QUESTIONS*- AND YOU 
L HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO / 
GET YOUR HANDS / 

- ON IT WHY? 


r THArS NOT ^ 
HOW IT WORKS. 
WE DON'T TALK 
BUSINESS WHEN 
WE'RE 

TOGETHER, d 


THEN YOU'RE 
f GOING TO HAVE TO N 
DECIDE: WHAT'S MORE 
IMPORTANT... PROFESSOR 
GEBHARD... OR YOUR 
\ BUSINESS INTERESTS? V 
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I'VE 
GOT IT 


r NO. ^ 

I MADE SURE 
I GOT EVERY- 
THING WE 
t NEEDED, a 








IT JUST TOOK 
A LITTLE 
LONGER THAN 
ANTICIPATED. 


T Jn 

b,v'' 



uYl 

n\r i 













r THAT'S IT— 

YOU'RE DONE.' ^ 
AS SOON AS THEY 1 
FIND OUT YOU F**KED 
THEM AGAIN YOU'RE 

through; there 
WONT EVER BE A 
L PATIENT FORTY' A 
SEVEN; 


I'M SUPFOSED 
r TO SHOWCASE ~ 
THIS NEW WEAPON TO 
THEM- IN THREE WEEKS/ 
HOW'S THAT GOING TO 
HAPPEN NOW? YOU 
t BLEW THIS ONE, A 
KRAMER/ - 1 


THEY'RE NEVER ^sj 
r GOING TO GIVE US ~ 
ANOTHER EXTENSION. NOT 
AFTER WE'VE SCREWED 
THEM EIGHT TIMES; I TOLD 
YOU,„ THEY'LL SHUT YOUR 
l ASS DOWN IF YOU A 
DON'T DELIVER, 


FORTY- 

SIX. 


r the ^ 

PENTAGON 
IS GOING 
TO BLOW A 
. GASKET, „ 


I STOCK MY NECK 
r OUT FOR YOU! AND FOR ^ 
WHAT?/ FIVE YEARS AND 
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND 
YOU CAN'T DEVELOP ANYTHING 
USEFUL FOR US?/ HOW 
► MANY GODDAMN FAILURES j 
IS THIS NOW? 




IPT 


FORTY- 

SIX?// 

CHRIST/ 
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V AND EVERY TIME I THINK 
ABOUT HIM-- ALL I FEEL 1$ 
PAIN. AND SUFFERING. 


BUT IT DOESN'T MATTER 


”1 REMEMBER HIM, 

I CAN FEEL THAT HE'S OUT 
THERE. I KNOW HE IS. 


1 :* ■ i - 


SOMEWHERE. 
PATIENT 47 IS 
STILL ALIVE/" 
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r i told i 
YOU" 

xw me / 

I JUST WANT 
TO TALK TO 
L THE GUY, y 


PLEASE^ 

r TAKE A STEP ^ 
BACK/ WE CANT LET 
YOU THROUGH, WHAT WE 
NEED YOU TO DO IS GET 
OVER TO THE AMBULANCE 
v AND LET THEM CHECK j 
YOU OUT, 


WE CANT 

f LET YOU DO THAT,' y 

HE'S GOING TO THE / . 

SQUAD CAR AND X / 

YOU RE NOT ALLOWED / 

TO INTERACT WITH ^ SO WHY 
L. THE SUSPECT. ^ DON'T YOU 1 

DUST RELAX AND 
C ET THE DOC'ORS 
L TAKE A LOOK , 
AT YOU? J 


OKAY/ FINE/ 
I'M DONE WITH 
ALL THIS/ DO 
WHATEVER YOU 
v HAVE TO, J 


I DON'T 
WANT A 
DOCTOR ! 


LISTEN. 

W DOWNING" YOU ^ 
WERE SHOT/ WE ALL 
SAW 1T + I DON'T KNOW 
HOW YOU'RE EVEN STANDING 
BUT YOU NEED TO SIT DOWN 
. AND TAKE A DEEP BREATH, , 
^ UNTIL WE SORT TH3S A 

out. 


fte 
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r BUT ^ 
I'M NOT 
HANGING 
AROUND 
. HERE, ^ 


K MR. DOWNING?. 1 ^ 
TM BO SORRY, 
NOTHING LIKE THIS 
HAS EVER HAPPENED 
BEFORE/ HOW ARE 
K YOU FEELING? 


r THAT J S ^ 
UNDERSTANDABLE. 
BUT I THINK YOU 
SHOULD COME BACK 
INSIDE-- AWAY FROM 
v THE CROWD. ^ 


GOOD 

IDEA. 


N U1 CHUSH 


IHU u.l 1 iui no ho7 Th 


cam 

T:W 

m \ 


1 

■ 
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r mi ^ 

wmu 

K WAIT UP/ A 


K SORRY, GUY, 

NO ONE'S ALLOWED 
PAST HERE/ YOU 
NEED TO GO OUT 
V THE FRONT... 


I'M DOWNING'S X 
MANAGER. I WAS 
IN THE GREEN ROOM 
WHEN THE SHOOTING 
. STARTED. JUST LET . 

ME... _^A 


r Unh? Ki , X 
IT'S OKAY, 
OFFICER. HE'S 
WITH ME. LET 
HIM 

l THROUGH . A 


JESUS CHRIST X 
JIM/ WHAT HAPPENED 
OUT THERE? I 
COULDN'T SEE BECAUSE 
THE SCREEN WENT 
FUZZY. IT LOOKED LIKE 
SOMEONE TRIED TO 
SHOOT YOU.../ A 


HE DID 
TWICE. 


r BUT THAT'S X 
CRAZY/ WHY 
WOULD SOMEONE 
WANT TO DO 
THAT? YOU COULD 
HAVE BEEN KILLED' 
. WHAT IF HE HIT 

V you? A 


r I WAS ^ 
IN PAIN FOR A 
MINUTE THEN-- 
POOFt IT WAS 
^ GONE. i 


I GUESS ^ 
MY POWERS 
WORK ON 
. ME, TOO. , 


W YES. X 
r BUT I r M \ 
OKAY NOW. 
MY BODY.., 
SOMEHOW IT 
, HEALED i 
V ITSELF. / 


WHAT?/ 


YOU TOOK 
TWO 

BULLETS? 









MQRiSAW 


GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT 














D m 



-i. ■* 


■r 

p-— i 


■ / 

» 

A 





1 OK 



1 : - T -v "“IF [0^ 



L ML'S. . S ! ' 5a ,.Tfi 

ES^fe. 7 






jf jj 

Kir . 

v c , 

Bv HI 

IK 

I'i 


i 'IK 







** 

C 

E 

r 

1 1 W 1 

B IS r 1 

-IK Mk* 

■|_^L 

* 

^Br 










r NICE ^ 
ENTRANCE- 
VERY DRAMATIC 
^ OF YOU, a 


¥T AND 
W YOUR SENSE ^ 
' OF TIMING IS ^ 
IMPECCABLE, I WAS 
JUST FINISHING UP 
MY TALK WITH YOUR 
DOG FRIEND HERE, 
HE WAS INTERESTED 
]N KNOWING MY 
, THOUGHTS ON 
\ THE TOPIC OF A 
V LOYALTY,' A ■ 


► BUT, AS YOU 
CAN SEE- IT WAS A 
BIT OF A ONE-SIDED 
^ CONVERSATION . a 









EXCUSE ^ 
ME! OUT OF 
MY WAY.., 

. please; j 




TWITCH/ 


r WERE YOU ^ 
WATCHING? DID 
YOU SEE?/ THEY 
SAJD HE GOT SHOT 
AND NOW HE'S 
WALKING AROUND 
k^ LIKE... A 


quiet; 


r I SAW IT" ’ 
NOW LET ME 
HEAR WHAT 
THEY'RE 

, saying; 


he just ^e< 

f LAID THERE . J 

I COULDN'T TELL IF HE v j 

WAS MOVING OR NOT (V 
THE CROWD AND THE t 
POLICE WERE BLOCKING k 
MY VIEW. BUT THEN ... ML 
1 COULDN'T BELIEVE 
k MY EYES ... HE JUST ^ 

GOT UP. 

HE HAD ^ 
I WLf BLOOD ALL 1 

m OVER HIM AND 
THEN THE POLICE 
: ft PUGi'EE' US A l VA Y. 
i m, PEOPLE WERE 
y AK SCREAMING... A 


' TWITCH, ^ 
WE NEED TO 
GET DOWN 
v. THERE/ J 


W I KNOW DOWNING” ^ 
HE'LL BE GONE BY THE 
TIME WE GET THERE. WE'D 
BE WASTING OUR TIME. 
BESIDES, TRYING TO FIGURE 
THIS MESS OUT IS GIVING 
k. ME A HEADACHE. ^A 
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r I HOPE YOU'VE ^ 
GOT YOUR BOYS AIL 
OVER THIS DOWNING 
FIASCO/ WE NEED TO 
CONTAIN THIS/ EVERY 
NEWS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE WORLD'S 
^ COVERING IT. 1 > 


I BET IT . 

WAS ONE OF \ ^ 
OUR MIDDLE 1 
EAST FRIENDS [WE 1 
TRYING TO /DON'T 
t SCREW U$.J THINK 
m SO, 


r ...THERE WAS ^ 
r A LOUD SOUND, ^ 
THEN THE PLATE GLASS 
EXPLODED / I HEARD-., 
I THINK ABOUT 
^ THREE SHOTS ... A 


I CAN'T BE 1 

W SURE WITH ALL THE <] 
TRAFFIC NOISE BEHIND N 
US. BUT THE GUY WHO DID 
IT WAS ONLY ABOUT TEN 
FEET FROM US.,. WE DIDN'T 
KNOW THEN WE SAW HIS 
GUN. THAT'S WHEN WE A 
^ TRIED TO GET OUT OF A 
THERE ... 


Wpr THEN FIND OUT \ I 
r WHICH DIPLOMATIC A 
SLEAZE6ALL BETRAYED 
US' THIS COULD CRIPPLE 
YOUR SET-UP WITH THAT 
REPORTER-- THE ROSEN 
KID, HE STILL HASN'T 
. GIVEN YOU Hl$ TRUST A 
^ YET HAS HE? 


: .v.’jjl 


r HE'S STILL ^ 
ON THE FENCE, 1 
BUT HE'LL COME 
AROUND. 
STRANGELY.,, THIS 
SHOOTING MIGHT BE 
THE CATALYST 
L THAT HOOKS HIM A 
FOR US, ^A 





AN OHIO HIGHWAY. 



WE CAN *r 
CONSOLIDATE YOUR \ 
DEBT AND WORK WITH \ 
YOUR CREDITORS TO HELP 
CREATE A MONTHLY PAYMENT 
THAT IS MANAGEABLE- A 
L SO WHAT ARE YOU A 
Zr _ WAITING FOR? 


CALL NOW A 
r AND ONE OF OUR 1 
REPRESENTATIVES WILL 
WALK YOU THROUGH 
OUR EASY THREE -STEP 
PROGRAM TO A MORE 
SECURE AND STRESS- A 
FREE LIFE. A 


WELCOME ^ 

BACK , EVERYONE . WE 
F CONTINUE TO BRING YOU UP 1 
TO THE MINUTE REPORTS ON THE 
ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION , IN 
NEW YORK CITY OF JIM DOWNING. 
POLICE HAVE YET TO RELEASE THE 
v NAME OF THE ASSAILANT OR 
^ AA/y INFORMATION ON A A 
WL ^ POSSIBLE MOTIVE, 


IN A FEW 

MOMENTS WE LL ^ 
BRING IN TWO GUESTS 
THAT ARE FORMER 
INVESTIGATORS WITH 
V THE N.Y.P.D, A 
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WE DON'T ’ •- 

r HAVE THE STAFF 
TO COVER FOR YOU, 

SO I'M SORRY YOU'LL I TOLD 1 
HAVE TO STAY FOR j YOU I 
v THE REST OF YOUR /NEED TO 
k. SHIFT. y LEAVE/ AN 

EMERGENCY 
1 1 HAS COME. 

^ up: y 


f I UNDER- ^ 
r STAND, BUT ’ 
/WERE SHORT 
TODAY, AND I 
CANT MAKE ANY 
EXCEPTIONS j 
L. BECAUSE,,, A 


Ttf&N X 


I y I DON'T NEED A 

JOB LIKE THIS/ ALL YOUR ^ 
/ DUMB RULES'/ AND THESE 
i HATS YOU MAKE US WEAR?/ 
I WE'RE NOT LIVING IN THE 
\ FIFTIES ANYMORE- WHEN 


THE TARGET 
IS LEAVING THE 
BUILDING. . 


^ TELL THE ^ 
VATICAN THAT 
OUR OPERATION 
WITH MISS 
JOHNSTON IS 
GOING ACCORDING 
k TO PLAN. ^ 


'It 0 

k ARE YOU GUYS GOING A 
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r THIRTY-SIX 
YEARS I'VE 
BEEN AT THIS 
l THIRTY-SIX' 


BUT IF YOU X 
r INSIST YOU'RE > 
NOT IN PAIN, I CANT 
KEEP YOU AGAINST 
YOUR WILL, YOU'RE 
FREE TO GO IF / 
V YOU WANT. X 


r AND IN ^ 
ALL THAT TIME I 
AIN’T EVER 
SEEN ANYTHING 
. LIKE THIS, j 


W FINALLY/ 

r WE'RE IN AGREEMENT 
ON SOMETHING. I APPRECIATE 
YOU DOING YOUR JOB, BUT 
YOU CAN WRITE IN YOUR 
REPORT THAT YOU DID YOUR 
l TESTS AND NOTHING WAS a 
WRONG. 


THAT'S 

r WHAT'S GOT MY HEAD T 
SPINNING. TWO DIRECT 
HITS TO YOUR CHEST AND 
HEART AREA , AND THE 
WORST I FIND IS A j 
^ COUPLE WELTS, 


IT 

DEFIES 

LOGIC, 


YEAH?../ 
WELL, 
WELCOME 
TO MY 
WORLD. > 


r C'MON JIM, ^ 
/ LET'S GO. THEY NEED US 
UPSTAIRS TO FINALIZE A 
COUPLE THINGS BEFORE 
^ WE LEAVE, 







r ARE THESE ^ 
THE DOORS TO 
GET INTO THE 
^ BUILDING? j 


I'M DONE T 5G?„. 1 
RUNNING. YOU 

SAID MY 

PRINTS 
1 CAME 
t ! fc&ACK?i 


W THEY ^ 
DID- - YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO 
UK£ THE 
L RESULTS. A 


tT I WAS SURPRISED ^ 
WHEN YOU CALLED ME. I 
THOUGHT YOU'D HAVE BEEN 
v LONG GONE BY NOW. ^ 


r YEAH. THE A 
COPS AREN'T 
LETTING ANYONE 
THROUGH THE 
k FRONT. A 


HUMOR ME 


W ACCORDING 
r TO OUR FINDINGS, X T 
YOU'RE A COMPOSITE f\\ 

OF TEN DIFFERENT \\ 
PEOPLE. LIKE / 

, SOME MODERN DAY . 

L. FRAN KE NSTEI N . /VO U'RE 
^ ridding. 


r THIS SHOULDN'T 

COME AS ANY GREAT V 
SURPRISE, I MEAN THINK ' 
ABOUT IT, YOU HAVE THE SPAWN 
POWERS, A 'HEALING TOUCH' 
AND NOW, IT APPEARS, SELF- 
GENERATING ABILITIES. JUST 
L THAT ON ITS OWN WOULD A 
BOGGLE THE MIND, Jrfl 


SO WHY WOULD 
r THE FACT YOU HAVE TEN ^ 
DIFFERENT FINGERPRINTS 
COMPLICATE THINGS ANY 
FURTHER? FOR ALL INTENTS 
AND PURPOSES, YOU'RE A 
^ COMPLETE ENIGMA. ^ 


/ HOW DO < 
YOU KNOW 
I'M NOT ONE OF 
THE IDENTITIES 
OF ONE OF THE 
L. PRINTS? A 


Y 1 HAVE 

r TO TELL 1 
YOU, I DONT 
KNOW 
WHERE TO 
l GO FROM , 

V here, y 


► ALREADY THOUGHT 
r OF THAT- BUT EVERY PRINT T 
BELONGED TO A DEAD MURDERER 
AND ALL OF THEM DIED IN PRISON. 
I EVEN GOT VERIFICATION ALL THE 
BODIES ARE STILL AT THEIR LOCAL 
MORGUES. AND NONE DIED ON 
L THE DAY YOU CAME OUT OF A 
YOUR COMA. 


W OH MY ^ 

r GOV ! 1 

YOU'RE OKAY/ 
I CANT 
BELIEVE IT- I 
WAS SO . 
L AFRAID! A 
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I JUST WANT ^ 
TO KNOW- WHY 
DIDN'T YOU STOP THIS? 
YOU SAID YOU COULD 
^ PROTECT US. 


US FINE. WE N 
WERE JUST FINISHING UP. 
{ I'LL CALL YOU LATER, 
^4 TWITCH. I HAVE A COUPLE 
OTHER IDEAS. ^ 


I„, I'M SORRY... 

1 DIDN'T MEAN TO 
INTERRUPT YOUR 
CONVERSATION. 


I'LL BE AT 
THE 

PRECINCT. 


r I THINK SO. 1 
THE MEDICS 
AREN'T SAYING 
. OTHERWISE, . 


EVERYONE 5 

W TALKING ABOUT YOU/ ^ 
YOU KNOW THAT, DON'T 1 
YOU? ALL THE NEWS CHANNELS. 
THE INTERNET EVERYONE. ITS 
NOT JUST YOUR HEALING- 
NOW THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT 
YOUR ’RESURRECTION/ , 
^ THEY THINK YOU'RE... jk 

A COP, 






F MARC \ // 

SHOULD \|7# 
HAVE TOLD If f 

JTprobably 
I TRIED, BUT 
HHE WENT TO 
. \ THE ROOF 

\ TO MAKE A 
\ CALL. A 








' WHAT/? THAT 

9A0TAKP! 

HOW COULD HE 
LEAVE YOU AT A 
TIME LIKE THIS? 






— 


. 
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THE SHOOTER.,. HE 
WASN'T A PART OF THIS. HE'S A ^ 
ROGUE, NO ONE KNOWS WHO HE IS , 1 
BUT I'VE GOT HALF A DOZEN PEOPLE ON 
IT. I'LL GET YOU SOME ANSWERS SOON. 
IN THE MEANTIME, YOU NEED TO TAKE 
JIM HOME WITH YOU AND STAY THERE, 
MY PEOPLE WILL FOLLOW YOU TO A 
MAKE SURE NO ONE A 

HASSLESYOU. 


THAT INCLUDES 

W THE MEDIA AND THE ^ 
r AUTHORITIES. WE LL MAKE 
SURE ANYONE WHO NEEDS TO 
GET TO YOU HAS BEEN FULLY 
CHECKED OUT. CHAOTIC SHIT 
LIKE THIS MAKES PEOPLE 
L TAKE THEIR EYES OFF THE A 

real game. 


ALL RIGHT, 
BUT THIS IS 
YOUR LAST 
CHANCE. . 


I'M NOT 
GOING 
ANY- 
WHERE. 


NEED. 

YOU. 


WE'RE NOT X 
W GOING TO DO \ 
this: I've already > 

TOLD YOU THAT... I 
APPRECIATE YOUR 
CONCERN AND 
LETTING ME STAY WITH 
YOU AND MARC, BUT 
l I'M NOT GOING TO j 
L BETRAY THAT / 
^ FRIENDSHIP A 


X AT* X 

/ TOO LAte fO# \ 
THAT, t$H't if? 

WHAT'S WRONG, I'M NOT 
YOUR TYPE? NOT GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR YOU? MAYBE 
I SHOULD BECOME A 
NURSE- LIKE SARA/ SEEMS 
LIKE YOU'RE WILLING TO 
F**K HER ALL YOU WANT, 
\ BUT YOU WON'T F**K / 
X ME ANYMORE/' X 


V. .. 











^ THIS HAS ^ 
NOTHING TO DO 
WITH SARA, I'M 
JUST NOT READY 
_ TO,. j 


WHOA.,./ 
EASY NOW/ 


r euiL6Mfr 

THIS HAS EVERY- 
THING TO DO WITH 
HER' YOU'RE JUST 
THE LAST ONE TO 
L. REALIZE IT.' 


BUT THIS 
ISN'T 
OVER/ 


NOT BY 
A LONG 
SHOT/ 


‘ "WHILE \ J 

T THE WORLD HAS ^ 
/ BORNE WITNESS TO i 
THE MIRACLES PERFORMED 
BY AN INDIVIDUAL OF 
PARTICULAR INTEREST WE 
MUST BE SURE TO ASCERTAIN 
THE VALIDITY OF THESE ACTS 
L BEFORE OUR GRANDEST j 
* HOPES CAN BE M, 
PROVEN TRUE." 


JX —AN OFFICIAL *? 
v STATEMENT FROM > 
THE VATICAN IS CALLING 
FOR CAUTION IN LIGHT 
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING 
. MR. DOWNING. THE 
r _ RELEASE STATES: ^ 


GUESS I 
MIGHT AS 
WELL SEE WHAT 
OTHERS ABE 
SAYING... 








BY ALL ACCOUNTS- FROM EYEWITNESSES, 

TO THE DETAILS PROVIDED BY THE MEDICAL STAFF 
WHO EXAMINED MR, DOWNING ON-SCENE AND 
THE ARRESTING OFFICERS WHO APPREHENDED THE 
ATTACKER- THIS WAS NO HOAX. MR. DOWNING WAS 
INDEED SHOT WITH LIVE ROUNDS. AND HIS WOUNDS 
APPEARED TO BE VERY REAL BEFORE HIS 
'MIRACULOUS" RECOVERY. 


THIS EVENT- THE ATTACK ON HIS LIFE AND, 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, MR, DOWNING'S SUBSEQUENT 
RECOVERY-- HAS ONLY SERVED TO FURTHER IGNITE 
A FIRESTORM OF MEDIA AND PUBLIC INTEREST 
WHICH WAS ALREADY SURGING AS A RESULT OF 
HIS OTHER RECENT ACTIVITIES. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS JIM DOWNING HAS DONE IT 
AGAIN, FOLKS. FIRST HE COMES OUT OF NOWHERE WITH 
A STORY SO INTRIGUING WE COULDN'T LOOK AWAY- 
A COMA PATIENT WAKES WITH NO MEMORY AND NO ONE 
WHO REMEMBERS HIM, THEN STRUTS AROUND TOWN WITH 
THE POWERS OF A HEALING ANGEL AND THE DISHEVELED 
GOOD LOOKS OF AN UNDERWEAR MODEL . 


WE ARE WITNESSING A MIRACLE, PEOPLE. I HOPE 
YOU'RE ENJOYING IT WHILE YOU CAN-- I KNOW I AM-- 
BECAUSE WE MAY NEVER SEE SOMETHING LIKE HIM AGAIN 
IN OUR LIFETIMES. HIS PRESENCE HAS GRIPPED, NOT ONLY 
US HERE IN AMERICA, BUT THE ENTIRE WORLD TOO. 
THE WAVE OF ’’JIM-SAN1TY" IS WASHING 
OVER ALL OF US. 


NOW, JUST AS HE PROMISED TO USE HIS GIFTS FOR THE 
GOOD Of ALL MANKIND, A HORRIFIC BURST OF VIOLENT 
AGGRESSION STRIKES HIM DOWN. WHAT COULD HAVE 
BEEN A TRAGEDY, THOUGH, INSTEAD BECAME AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR OUR NEW- FOUND HERO TO INSPIRE HOPE IN 

US ALL ONCE AGAIN/ 



violence FOLLOWS THIS MAN EVERYWHERE HE 
GOES. WHY IS THAT? IS HE JUST AN INNOCENT VICTIM" 

A LOST SOUL WITH INCREDIBLE GIFTS HOUNDED BY THE 
MEDIA AND IMPOSSIBLE EXPECTATIONS? OR... IS HE HIS 
OWN WORST ENEMY? FLAUNTING HIS GOOO LOOKS. 
PLAYING CAT AND MOUSE WITH THE PRESS - ONE DAY HE'S 
TRYING TO AVOID OUR RIGHTS AS XOURNAU&T& TO 
KNOW AND REPORT THE TRUTH, THE NEXT HE'S HOLDING 
PRESS CONFERENCES... DESPERATELY SEEKING OUR 
ATTENTION - THE WORLD'S ATTENTION- FOR 
WHATEVER HIS NEXT GOAL MAY BE. 

AND TODAY, WHAT DID WE GET? ANOTHER 
TELEVISED MIRACLE? ANOTHER SHOW FOR OUR EYES AND 
SENSES? I DOUBT IT/ MR. DOWNING'S "MAGIC" POWERS ARE, 
IF YOU ASK /TiBr MORE LIKE THE "MAN BEHIND THE CURTAIN" 
FROM WIZARD OF OZ~ ALL HYPE AND NO SUBSTANCE- 
A VOG ANT? PONy SHOW PULLING THE WOOL OVER 
THE LAME STREAM MEDIA'S EYES WITH FLASH AND SHOCK 
VALUE. BUT NOT MINE. I'M TELLING YOU X SEE 
THROUGH THIS GUY AND HIS MANIPULATIONS. 

t'M NOT GUYING Iff 




THE REAL STORY 

Y HERE ISN'T HIS "GOD -LIKE " N 
7 ACTIONS- TRUST ME ON THIS - ITS 
HIS "CHARITABLE” FOUNDATION/ 
who's supplying the funding for 

THAT SHAM? DOWNING DIDN'T START 
IT FOR FREE, so Wt*E&E'P HE GET 
l THECAEH? WHO'S PULLING HtS 
k ETZMGET THAT'S THE REAL* V 
QUESTION. 


CLOWN— 
WHAT THE 
. HELL? j 


IT'S 

HAPPENING, 


^ JUST 
LIKE I SAID 

. Chuffs'*- 
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r WHAT "RE ^ 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? WHAT'S 
t HAPPENING?' j 


me n 

IT'S BEGUM-- 
SOONER THAN I'D 
THOUGHT/ I TRIED 
TO E$CAPE..,^huff E. 
L BUT HE FOLLOWED 

■ ^ m. ^ 


EVEN 1 
EN THE 
SHADOWS 


COULDN'T 

LOSE 

V HI J 


LOSE 

WHO? 


MALES OLGIA/ 


r he i 

FOLLOWED 
ME' BUT 
WE'RE” 

nor 

RgAPY? 


, LOOK, I ^ 
' DON'T KNOW 1 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON WITH YOU, BUT 
YOU MEED TO 
RELAX-- NO ONE'S 
HERE. IT'S JUST a 
YOU AND I. ^ 


^ IT'S TOO ^ 
SOON... IT'S 
WAY... TOO... 
v SOON. , 







DOWNING 


THAT 


TRUE/ 
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^ YOU ^ 
GOING TO 
JUST STAND 
THERE staring 
ME DOWN? , 


YOU T 
DIDN'T 
MAKE 
ME. i 


YOU DON'T 

r REALLY BELIEVE YOU! 

HAVE A CHANCE 
AGAINST ME DO YOU? 
I DIDN'T THINK I MADE 
k YOU SPAWN'S THAT A 
STUPID. 


r THAT'S YQUR^ 
FIRST MISTAKE. 
SO, IF YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING YOU 
WANT TO GET OFF 
YOUR CHEST-- I'M 
t RIGHT HERE. A 


r OTHERWISE ^ 
GET THE HELL OUT 
^ OF MY FACE.' . 


r do 1 

NOT... 

TEMPT 
, ME f A 









r SEE, YOU'RE^ 
NOT THE ONLY 
ONE HERE WITH 
POWERS., ^ 


YOU DON'T WANT 
THIS FIGHT JIM - 
NOT LIKE THIS/ NOT HERE ! 
YOU'LL TAKE OUT THIS 
BUILDING AND HALF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD/ 
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F LET tT GO *7% 

GQDAMMtT, j 
k LET IT GO/ A 
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YOU'LL KILL 
MARC AND 
SUSAN/ 


r I'LL ^ 
L£t F££AK 
pgcive 
l THAT j 


V 'a 


YOU'RF 

[iLUFFI\S 












HE S NOT AT 
FULL STRENGTH f 
THIS COULD BE OUR 
v ONLY chance; ^ 


W YOU'RE GOING 
TO HAVE TO TRUST ME 
ON THIS ONE, 1 HE'S 
TRYING TO GOAD YOU INTO 
SOMETHING/ ^ 


WE CAN 
LOSE HIM 


[CM THE 
SHADOWS, 



k 4 

J ^ s A 
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/ HE'S MISSING A 
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/ PIECE OF HIS POWER,* V -^111 
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QUICKLY, 


r ...THE > 
MORE 
PLACES WE 
, TOUCH... * 


r ...THE ^ 

HARDER 
IT LL BE FOR 
L HIM... 4 


(TODAY 


r ,,-TO 
PICK UP 
OUR 
SCENT. 


— 


I ll 

h— / 

x\ 

- v v j 

1 !j 

(i 

1* v? ■ i ' H 

Jr! 

■> c 

; .. 

r ^ 

A 

t — L 


■ 

, ■ — ~ 

1 | 

1 J' \ p J 













WHERE'RE 

WE 

HEADING? 


DOESN'T 

MATTER, 




W JUST KEEP X 
MOVING WITHIN 
THE SHADOWS, 
MALEBOLGIA CANT 
SPAN THE DISTANCES 
YOU AND YOUR 
K COSTUME CAN. A 


^ SO YOU 
W NEED TO DO ^ 
r ME A FAVOR- 1 
NO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS- KEEP HIM 
AWAY FROM ME FOR 
TWENTY MINUTES. 
THIS IS GQ]NG TO 
BE THE ONLY CHANCE 
ILL HAVE TO GET 
L WHAT I NEED. A 
^ CAN YOU DO M 
THAT? 


X AND HE SURE X. 
AS HELL CANT 

track both or us 

AT ONCE- NOT IF 
, WE SPLIT UP. HE'S 
V TOO WEAK. J 


1 


1 

M— *- 












r ...BUT ^ 
WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING 
' TO GET? a 


CLOWN? 


YOU 

ihere? 


MM ^ ~~ ' !\ jr" * | Ik. 
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^ I DON'T 
KNOW 

WHAT YOU'RE 
TALKING 
k ABOUT. J 


WHERE 
ARE YOU 
HIDING 
CLOWN? 


X WHAT DID \ 
f HE TELL YOU? ' 
THAT I'M WEAK? 
THAT I DON'T HAVE 
THE POWER TO 
v CRUSH YOU j 
V RIGHT HERE? S 


W r LET ME 

SHOW YOU 1 
HOW EAST 1 TRAVEL 
IN THE DARKNESS 
AND HOW UNAFRAID 
I AM OF BOTH OF , 
^ YOU/ 


S THAT I X 
' COULDN'T \ 
TRACK YOU 
HERE TO JAPAN? 

]$ THAT WHAT 
, HE'S TELLING / 

v you? y 


HERE 


> I'LL EVEN ^ 
DO IT ON 
YOUR HOME 
l TURF,' a 


iFj Urf . TIL r . tjifr. - 
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IN \ 
r THE SAMIS > 
GARBAGE 
SIMMONS USED 
l TO CRAWL j 

^ in: 




r you UAve 

TO TPSAU WITH 
MS NOW! 
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r YOUR ^ 
COSTUME-- 1 
CREATED AND 
OWN \T! NOT 
YOU' * 


r noi ^ 

DON'T. 
BECAUSE 1 

ALREADY 

CONTROL 
L YOU' A 


r THAT'S WHY 1 
IT WONT HURT 
ME, WHY IT WONT 
LESTEN TO YOUR 
V COMMANDS. > 


r BECAUSE T 
IT KNOWS 
WHO ITS REAL 
, MASTER IS' 


AND AS 
MUCH AS 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE A 

SPAWN _ 









j&m 



r I'M THE 
ONE THAT 
CONTROLS 


SO I'LL 
ASK YOU 
AGAIN,,. 

WHERE'S 

CLOWN? 


YOU SEE, ^ 
r HE TOOK 1 
SOMETHING THAT 
DIDN'T BELONG TO 
HIM. BUT I GUESS 
HE ALREADY TOLD 
YOU THAT- - 
DIDN'T HE? 



















HELLO, 

SAM. 


Cathedral 

hospital 
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CINDY'- Y0J 
PATIENT'S 
E + K.C. IS r HE'S 
CRASHING' ABOUT 
TO FLAT 
Pk LINE/ 


r CODE RED' > 
WE HAVE A 
CODE RED IN 
ROOM £15/ I'M 
GETTING A 
V DOCTOR/ J 


f BEG3N T 

; + RR t ~ WE 

:ant wait 

FOR THE 
CRASH 
CART' j 


WHERE'S 

THE 

DOCTOR?/ 


m AD I OS, 
^ FAT 

P .VAN 





W BUT YOU 

W WOULDN'T KNOW THAT 
f BECAUSE YOU'VE NO IDEA 1 
WHERE YOU ARE, DO YOU? WELL, 
LET ME ENLIGHTEN YOU - IT'S 
CALLED THE DEAD ZONE. THERE'S 
A HANDFUL OF THEM. THEY'RE THE 
k SPOTS WHERE GOD PLACES MY , 
k DEMONS AND MY SPAWNS A 
Bk. BACK ON EARTH, 


“ BEFORE 

GETTING Ur--^B^Hf NO. I 

YOU MAY ^ DIDN'T 

WANT TO PAY HAVE 

ATTENTION / W HAT'D \TO. j 
TO HOW YOU/YOU DO? k m 
k. LOOK. y TELL YOUR ' 

STU M E 


I GET THE SOUL r ^ B 
BUT HEAVEN CHOOSES ^ 
THE DESTINATION. AND TO 1 
BALANCE IT ALL- - THE OPPOSITE 
OCCURS WITH HEAVEN’S 
SOULS— I GET TO PLACE , 
k THEM WHEREVER I WANT, 

GLOBALLY, ^<sT! 


UNLESS 
YOU RE 
SCARED? 


THE x 
/ CRUEL TWIST \ 
IS THAT EACH 
SPOT COMPLETELY 
ELIMINATES ALL OF 
A SOUL'S POWER 
AS LONG AS THEY 
ARE WITHIN THE 
k ZONE. LIKE YOU A 
k ARE NOW, 


r I GUESS THAT >1 
r MEANS YOU'RE 1 
AFRAID OF ME... 
RIGHT? I MEAN, WHY 
ELSE WOULD YOU 
l NEED TO STRIP MY , 
k POWERS? A 



















*0 I BET YOU 
y CAN'T EVEN X 
7 CONTROL WHO 1 
YOU ARE ! ARE YOU 
THE FREAK? ARE YOU 
MALEBOLGIA? OR 
SOME HALF-BREED 
PRETENDING TO 
L BE TOUGHER THAN J 
YOU REALLY ^ 
ARE? 


the way 

V CLOWN WAS > 
TALKING-- HE 
SAIID YOU COULD RULE 
THIS PLANET YOURSELF. 
BUT HOW'S THAT 
POSSIBLE WHEN YOU 
DON'T HAVE THE 
v GUTS TO STAND UP A 
^ TO ME? 


SO W HAT'D 'YA ^ 
SAY? WHY DON'T 
YOU COME JOIN ME IN 
THIS 'DEAD ZONE' 
INSTEAD OF COWERING 
^ OUTSIDE IT? A 


THAT'S 

MY BIG 
GIRL/ 


S YOU DON'T N 
CONTROL ANY- 
THING / DO YOU? 
ESPECIALLY THE 
_ COSTUME/ V 


TELL ME 
THE 

TRUTH/ 


W IF 
r YOU DIDj 
YOU'D HAVE 
MADE IT 
ATTACK . 

L ME/ J 











^ OR SUFFOCATE ^ 
ME? OR STRANGLE 
ME? ANYTHING/ , 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE J 
WANTED TO, 


DO IT 
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AREN'T 
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FREAK, 










...WE 


AREN'T 


DONE 


YET' 
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■"See last Issue --Todd 



W^ GOOD.' ^ 

'% * •**>' >T cAte. yC '*' * V 

I DIDN'T WANT 1 

■ .■'? *r$r d% a 

ft YOU DYING SO J 


ft. EzAS; -Y.’ ^ 


\ ' * aft. 
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DYING X 
SEEMS TO \ 

BE NEAR \ / AMD \ 
IMPOSSIBLE V YOU ALSO > 
FOR ME. BUT KNEW YOU 
YOU ALREADY WERE NEVER 

V KNEW A GOING TO 

V THAT. y\ CONTROL MEi 


...HOW 
DO YOU 
WANT 
TO END 
i THIS? , 


r THE SAME ^ 
WAY I DO ALL 
MY VICTORIES. BY 
SLAUGHTERING 
^ MY ENEMY/ A 


THAT'S 
YOUR BEST 
k THREAT? 


■ ' i i i '. 


f THEN DO N 

SOMETHING 

\ ABOUT IT/ j 


vX BUT YOUR ^ 
r ARROGANCE 1 
IS BLENDING YOU 
TO THE HARSH 
REALITY THAT YOUR 
POWERS ARE 
l FLEETING! THEY j 
V WON T LAST! A 


r - — 
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^ crop n 

TALKING! 

GO AHEAD-- 
TAKE YOUR 
L BEST SHOT/ 


YOU RE 
HESITATING 


WHY?! 


BECAUSE 

r SOMETHING'S ^ 
WRONG, LOOK AT 
YOU/ THOSE WINGS" 
THE POWER YOU'RE 
FEELING" THOSE ARE 
t HEAVEN'S, NOT j 
YOURS, 


W I'VE SEEN ANGELS ^ 
A THOUSAND TIMES. 
AND I'VE DESTROYED 
EVERY ONE OF THEM/ 
BUT NONE OF THEM 
RETAINED THEIR WINGS 
WHILE STANDING IN A 
’DEAD ZONE \ A 
















GOO'S DEFYING L 

THE RULES... LIKE HE ALWAYS < 
DOES! IF YOU HUMANS ONLY KNEW 
HOW DECEPTIVE HE WAS- HOW 
MANIPULATIVE HE CAN BE TOWARDS 
HIS OWN GOALS, YOU'D SHUT 
DOWN EVERY CHURCH AND CAST A 
HIM OUT AS A TRAITOR. 


r INSTEAD, 

HIS SPELL OVER 
THIS PLANET'S 
RELIGIONS.,, 
BLINDS YOU INTO 
IGNORING ACTUAL 
V FACTS ! ^ 


r SO ^ 

LET'S AT 
LEAST LEVEL 
THE PLAYING 
FIELD... y 














IU '-T* W 


BECAUSE I 

DON'T WANT TO THINK 
GOD IS SELFISH ENOUGH 
TO COMPLETELY DEFY ALL 
OF OUR AGREED TO 
PROVISIONS. 


r AND SEE IF ^ 
WHATEVER IS GIVING 
YOU YOUR POWERS 
APPLIES TO THE 

^ REST OF UGf 


WM&M 


FOR IT'S ^St,- 
r BEEN WRITTEN THAT ^ 
"WHATEVER GIFTS SHALL 
BE GIVEN TO THE LORD'S 
CHILDREN SHALL ALSO 
BENEFIT THE CHILDREN OF 
. DARKNESS AND THEIR a 
MASTERS," 


r MEANING > 
THIS ’DEAD 
ZONE' SHOULD 
STRENGTHEN 
V ME TOO, > 









GOD'S 
BROKEN 
THE 
PACT, , 


no?.' 


my 

herns... 

they're 

gone/ 


HE'S JUST 
DECLARED 
WAR UPON 
HIMSELF/ 


I DON'T 
. CARE ! 


NOT ’ 
ABOUT HIM.' 
, OR YOU! J 


r ALL I A 
GIVE A DAMN 
ABOUT IS 
GETTING YOU 
AWAY FROM 
v EARTH, > 



r *fi 
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YOU WANT 
YOUR DAMN 
HORNS 
. BACK? , 


^ BUT IT'S X 

YOUR LUNGS \ ^ 

YOU SHOULD 

BE WORRIED ^ I'M BETTING S 
v ABOUT/ THE L FREAK' PART 

^ -"I OF YOU DOESN'T 

A LIKE THE THIN AIR UP 

V HERE, does HE? > 










^ NOW BEFORE I ^ 
KILL YOU- ANSWER ME 
SOMETHING. WHAT DUD 
YOU MEAN WHEN YOU 
SAID "■GOD'S CHILDREN? 
WHY D YOU RECITE 
THAT PHRASE? ^ 


BECAUSE 

r I NOW RECOGNIZE >s 
WHO YOU ARE, AND 
YOU'RE RIGHT... I DIDN'T 
CREATE YOU. BUT THOSE 
THAT DID KNEW THEY 
MADE A MISTAKE . KNEW 
k YOU COULDN'T BE y 
^ TRUSTED. ^ 


' THAT'S WHY ^ 
THEY BANISHED 
YOU/ WHY THEY 
THREW YOU OUT 
v OF HEAVEN/ ^ 
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YOU TRIED TO X 
MURDER HIM' DON'T X 
f YOU REMEMBER? THEY TOLD ^ 
ME YOU GRABBED H]S NECK-- 
UKETHISf THINKING YOU COULD 
SLIT HIS THROAT WITH YOUR 
KNIFE. BUT HE DIDN'T DIE, DID 
HE? DID HE?/ EVEN AFTER YOU 
SLICED HIM OPEN. HE WOULDN'T 
DIE-* AND THAT MADE YOU 
, EVE N M ORE INSA NE - - M ORE 
\ IRRATIONAL THAN YOU'D a 
Sy ALREADY BECOME. VI 


r but YOU X 
DON'T WANT TO > 
HEAR ANY OF THIS. 
BECAUSE NOW THAT 
YOU’RE AWAKE, 
YOUR SOUL'S BEEN 
HIDING THE TRUTH, 
V FROM YOU. A 


WHAT X 
ARE YOU 

TALKING ABOUT?/ 
WHO'D I TRY 
hfe. TO KILL? X 


THINK.,./ 


^ WHEN YOU ^ 
WERE IN A COMA- 
WHERE WAS YOUR 
SOUL? WHAT WAS IT 
DOING ALL THOSE . 
YEARS? J 


Wk 


AND WHEN ^ 
r THE TIME CAME, ^ 
YOU TRIED TO /MUEDER 


IT WAS 
PLANNING. 
SCHEMING/ 




> ■ 

.■JtfJWW'f 
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“BUT YOU 
FAILED/ YOU 
KNOW WHY? 


"3ECAUSE UE% A GOD/ 
YOU CANT KILL US THAT WAY/ 
THAT'S NOT HOW IT WORKS/ 
WE LORD OVER YOU- WE HAVE 
THE POWER f yO(J/ 


'‘AFTER YOU FAILED, INSTEAD 
OF DESTROYING YOU - HE 
OFFERED HELL A DEAL/ 
YOUR SOUL IN RETURN FOR A 
THOUSAND OTHERS THAT 
SATAN HAD TAKEN AWAY FROM 
GOD UPON THEIR DEATHS. 


'AND THOUGH 
YOU DONT LOOK 
THE SAME AS 
YOU DID THEN,,, 
I REMEMBER 
SEEING YOU AND 
HOW, FOR A 
BRIEF MOMENT, 
YOU MADE EYE 
CONTACT WITH 
THE SOUL OF AL 
SIMMONS, 



"IT WAS THAT MOMENT WHEN I 
BEGAN PLANNING FOR MY OWN 
DEATH, BECAUSE 1 KNEW THAT A 
SOUL SO CORRUPT AS YOURS, 
THAT IT WOULD TRY TO SLAUGHTER 
GOD IN HIS OWN HEAVEN, WOULD 
EASILY BE ABLE TO SPREAD THAT 
EVIL TO OTHERS. 


“SO I SCATTERED MY POWERS - 
HIDING THEM IN A HANDFUL OF 
THE COUNTLESS SOULS IN MY 
DOMAIN, SIMMONS THOUGHT 
HE'D KILLED ME, NO- - 
HE ONLY DELAYED ME."* 
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' YOU N 
TALK TOO 
MUCH . , 


T YOU'RE NOT ^ 
GETTING OFF THAT 
EASY. THIS TIME 
WE RE GOING TWICE 
AS HIGH BEFORE I 
DROF YOU. A 



pa^\ v j 


■LlL'vl 


m 













I WANT 
IT TO 
REALLY 

hurt; 


7^ YOU BRING ^ 
THIS KIND OF ATTENTION 
TO YOURSELF -THE 
HUMANS WILL HUNT 
W YOU DOWN/ _ 


ARE YOU 

INSANE?/ 











r no rue/ ^ 

WON'T/ BECAUSE 
THEY PONTKNQW 
WERE MERE. tuey 
can tsee our 

V POWERS/ ^ 


CLOWN TOUt? ME 
ANYTHING COMING FROM 

the 'vEAt? zom* is invisible 

TO MANKIND.,, 50 ST OP WITH 
THE SCARS TACTICS. IT S 
BENEATH YOU! ^ 


WHICH T BUS ^C1 

>r me everything x neep x 
r TO KNOW A0OUT YOU ANP 1 
YOUR CURRENT CONt?fTION. 
CLOWN SAW yOU AAV THE 
POWER TO CONOUER EARTH- 

eut if you m youv have usep 

r T0Y NOW' YOU'RE WEAK/ THAT 
MEANS YOU' Re P**/gPf 
50 LET ME C?0 A LITTLE J 
Ov TALKING HERE.,, 


THIS COSTUME 

f YOU CREATE!? -- IT HATES ^ 
YOU/ IT HATES YOU SO MUCH 
THAT SOMEHOW IT'S TRYING TO 
TELL ME HOW TO KILL YOU/ YOU 
UNPERSTANP THAT? YOUR OWN 
CREATION WANTS TO KILL YOU/ 
AHV IF WHAT YOU RE TELLING 
ME HAS ANY TRUTH TO IT- 
V THEN THINK WHATTHAT > 
|>w COM&G M EA NS J ^>0| 


1 TRIEt? TO 

r KILL COi? ANt? YOUR A 
COSTUME WANTS TO /III 
YOU* TOGETHER WE PONT 
6 IKE A SHIT ASOUT EITHER 
HEAVEN OR HELL- WERE 
. HERE TO PROTECT j 
V EARTH/ ^>5 


ANt? 

' NOW X KNOW ' 
UOW TO PO IT/ 
BECAUSE THE 
COSTUME KNOWS 
L YOUR SECRETS/ j 


V • :• • ■ . - — 

— 

— 
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AW IT WANTS 


YOU'RE A 
FOOL 

DOWNING.../ 


r QOHmiGth ~ 
&€>mt 1 SENT UIM 
AWAY/ ITS JU£T 
M£ NOW... /OUR 
t &YMeiOT£I J 


■ *■ 










f AUVl 1 

km ow 

UOW TO 

EXTRACT 

you FROM 

TH4T 

V &0?Y. < 


R£M£/V\®m~ 
i was the om 

TUdTPUT YOUR 
EYIUMSItfETWE 
^ FREAK/* J 


rhO BVBH^ 
WITHOUT 
SIMMONS I 
CAN TMR (T 
$AC\i OUT 
l OF YOU// 










i sent 

X F R£AV. TO M£UJ NOT ^ 
' you// you pip nothing to ^ 

OET MfM THERE/ WAT MAKE& 
M£ti& MASTER// YOUR Ml 5 WE 
WA6 NOT FfNPfNC OUT MOW Hl£ 
£GUL COT TO YOU BEFORE U^fNC 
v It aur TON [CUT IT ENP6/' 1 

Ttite ALL gNP&f A\ 


you ^ 

AREN'T 
COINS TO 
RULE IMS 
t WORIP / . 


J^T ^NP ^ 
isf f NEITHER l£ 
g\Y CLOWN/ , 


POWNINC 
l& JU£T4 
MEdN£ TO 
SET THERE. 


4 /r» \ 
M ima y 
UNttfr 
&TANl?f 

THI£ WORIP 
WILL £E i 
MINE/ > 



















r AKV UI& A 
&OUL M Ol&S> 
TUB KBY TQ 
££TflN6 INTO 
^ IA€AV€N. j 


r wr$ ^ 

where i ll 

£ET CLO&E 
ENOUGH TO 
£©t? -r<2 

V tftMf J 


r THAT'S FUNNY..*' 
KILL GOD„. NOT... 
heeheeeftaaheeee.r 
NOT YOU... THAT'S 
^ CRAZY... ^ 4 


AND IF 

r YOU DID IT**, 1 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT'LL HAPPEN? 

YOU KNOW 
t WHO'LL COME A 
^ BACK- ^ 


SIMMONS, 


IT'S 

SIMMONS 


r AND ^ 
HE'LL COME... 
LOOKING FOR 
^ YOU. ^ 
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TU6N LET 

am comi 


uexTum ^ 

0eO4USe— NO ONE 
rg> <SOIN<S TO £>TOP 

TMSJ9*9M*k 9*1 


£V£R ACAiU!! 
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